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M. W. KAYE 
SEA NAVIGATION 


SBA navigation must unquestionably be one of the oldest sciences. Primitive 
man’s desire to widen his horizons, more from economic necessity than from 
a spirit of adventure, with his desire to return to his starting place at some 
time in the future, gradually reduced earlier mysticism to the orderly methods 
of an applied science. Some of the earliest extant manuscripts contain naviga- 
tional information recorded by the Phoenician explorers and traders and the 
mariners’ library now contains many thousands of volumes on the practice of 
his science. However interesting a study of these older works may be, and, 

in fact, undoubtedly is, this bibliography has had to be limited to the con- 
sideration of books which will be of assistance to the present-day voyager. 
Even then a vast collection is left. 

Progress in the science has run parallel to discoveries in other fields, astro- 
nomy and physics among others, and to improvements in the arts of instru- 
ment making and fine engineering. As would be expected, many books have 
been written on the practice of navigation with similar contents but in many 
permutations of order. This selection has, therefore, had to be carried out in 
many cases almost at random from numerous books of value. 

Nicholl’s Concise Guide by Charles H. Brown (2 vols., Brown, Son & 
Ferguson (Glasgow), Vol. I, new edition 1950, 25s.; Vol. II, new edition 
1949, 20s.) can be considered as a standard work for all navigators from the 
cadet to the captain of the ocean-going liner. The Admiralty Handbook of 
Navigation in three volumes (reprinted 1942, H.M. Stationery Office, Vol. 1, 
10s.; Vols. 2 and 3, 7s.6d. each), which has been the bible of so many success- 
ful navigators, is also an authoritative work on every aspect of this science. 
Captain T. S. Lecky’s Wrinkles in Practical Navigation (1947, G. Philip, sos.) 
has been recently revised by Captain C. D. Bowen and is the 22nd edition of 
a volume which must be familiar to nearly all who have made a study of the 
subject for many years past. 

For those not requiring such exhaustive treatments a similarly wide field of 
choice exists. Of these, two volumes in the Junior Officers’ Handbooks series, 
issued by Allen & Unwin, may be found useful for beginners, namely, Vol. I, 
The Junior Officers’ Handbook on Simple Navigation (1941, 2s.6d.) and Vol. III, 
The Theory of Navigation (1944, 2s.6d.); both books are by W. Alexander, a 
navigator with service in both Royal and Merchant Navies. Principles for 
Second Mates by T. J. Jones (1949, Brown, Son & Ferguson, 8s.6d.) and 
Elementary Marine Navigation by S. A. Walling and J. C. Hill (1944, Cambridge 
University Press, 3s.6d.) are also books for beginners. 
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Harboard’s Glossary of Navigation revised by C. W. T. Layton (1949, 
Brown, Son & Ferguson, 8s.6d.) is the standard encyclopedia of navigatioy 
for both the experienced and the greenhorn, containing as it does an historical, 
theoretical and practical consideration of all terms used by them. W. M. 
Smart’s Handbook of Sea Navigation (1943, Longmans, Green, 7s.6d.) and 
Introduction to Sea and Air Navigation (1942, Longmans, Green, $s.) will also 
be found useful for the learner. 

Despite the fullness of these books there are numberless others more specific 
in purpose and for that reason more easily assimilated. The use of stars in 
deep sea navigation is nearly always a difficult subject to grasp and A Treatix 
on Astronomy by H. Godfray (6th edition 1934, Macmillan, 12s.6d.), by 
explaining the basic fundamentals of this science, should be a help to the 
student. Nearly any suitable mathematics text-book will cover the ground 
required, but Nautical Mathematics by S. A. Walling and J. C. Hill (1943, 
Cambridge University Press, 3s.6d.) might be mentioned here as a useful 
volume. The Sextant Simplified by Captain O. M. Watts (1942, Reed (Sun- 
derland), ss.) and The Book of the Sextant by A. J. Hughes (1938, Brown, Son 
& Ferguson, $s.6d.) are books explaining all the details of the instrument, a 
knowledge of which is essential. The former was written primarily for junior 





officers in the Royal and Merchant Navies but both will be found most useful | 


by all. S. M. Burton’s Manual of Modern Navigation (1946, Brown, Son & 
Ferguson, 7s.6d.) explains the art of position-finding and, together with the 
reference works first mentioned, will enable both learners and qualified 
navigators to appreciate the niceties of the subject. Navigation and Astronomy 
for Students by 1. E. Allison (1949, Harrap, 25s.) will be found useful as a 
supplementary work, especially for students in schools. Among the many 
nautical tables used for astronomical navigation, one can mention Norie’s 
Nautical Tables (1949, Imray, Laurie, Norie & Wilson, 25s.6d.), Burton's 
Nautical Tables (4th edition 1945, G. Philip, 16s.6d.) and the Rev. Inman's 
Nautical Tables (1949, John Dennett Potter, 35s.) which has been used exclu- 
sively by the Royal Navy for many years. There are, however, many other 
well-known and accurate publications. In fact almost every type of tabulatable 
information has been published at one time or another and the reader with a 
particular requirement is advised to consult an agent for British books since 
space will not permit of individual mention. Sumner’s Method of finding one’s 
position by using two azimuths, as described by Admiral Sir H. Purey-Cust 
(1928, John Dennett Potter, 2s.6d.), will also be of interest. 

The question of chart work has formed the subject of a number of books. 
Charts, Their Use and Meaning by E. Fowler (1940, John Dennett Potter, 
6s.6d.), An Introduction to Charts and Their Use by Chriss and Hayes (1949, 
Brown, Son & Ferguson, 10s.6d.) and Modern Chart Work by W. K. Stewart 
and J. W. Stephon (1949, Brown, Son & Ferguson, 12s.6d.), are just a few 
dealing with the many problems of chart projection, great circle navigation, 
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and the rest. Examples in Navigation (1940, H.M. Stationery Office, 4s.6d.) is 
temporarily out of print but contains many useful exercises in chart work and 
astronomical navigation which will be found most useful by the student when 
it is again reprinted. 

Books on the instruments used by coastal and ocean navigators are num- 
crous, and although some are addressed more specifically to the professional 
deep sea sailor, and others to the enthusiastic amateur, nearly all will interest 
both classes. Compasses in Small Craft by Commander C. A. Lund (1949, 
Brown, Son & Ferguson, 6s.) has been written to help the owner or skipper 
of boats up to about seventy tons to adjust their own compasses. The adjust- 
ments for larger ships are much more complicated and need more expert 
handling. The Navigators’ Handbook on Compass Adjusting by J. A. Gillie 
(1943, Allen & Unwin, 3s.6d.) explains the theory and practice of these 
experts’ work. 

The Theory of the Gyroscopic Compass and its Deviations by A. L. Rawlings 
(2nd edition, revised, 1944, Macmillan, 12s.6d.) covers the theory and practice 
of gyroscopic compasses and Principles and Practice of Radar by H. E. Penrose 
(1949, Newnes, 42s.) covers the technical details of this new navigational 
aid in a way which will be of interest to the maintainer and observer who 
wishes to obtain a thorough knowledge of his subject and is not frightened by 
a complete investigation into the theory of its operation. The British Institute 
of Navigation is preparing a text-book for the radar user, who may not wish 
to undertake the complete study of the theory described by Penrose, des- 
cribing the theory of radar and how it is used for practical navigation; until 
this is published The Application of Radar to Seamanship and Marine Navigation 
by Captain E. M. Robb (1949, Birchall, 12s.6d.) will be found a good pre- 
parer of the way. Little seems to have been written on radio aids for sea 
navigation such as the Decca system and other hypobolic aids but parts of 
R. A. Smith’s Radio Aids to Navigation (1947, Cambridge University Press, 
gs.) will be found interesting from this point of view. Other navigational 
aids like Echo-sounders and Logs are adequately described in the fuller works 
on navigation mentioned at the beginning of this bibliography. 

In numbers, no less than in enthusiasm, the amateur yachtsman and motor- 
cruiser are hardly inferior to their professional brothers and their needs are 
also covered very fully. Of recent books, Pilotage and Navigation for Little 
Ships by B. R. Keir Moilliet (1948, Stanford, 7s.6d.) and Little Ship Naviga- 
tion by Lieut.-Commander N. J. Rantzen (1949, Jenkins, 12s.6d.) cannot be 
left unmentioned, whilst Navigation Without Logarithms by S. De Neufville 
(1949, Stanford, 21s.) will be of assistance to both week-end and week-day 
sailors. 

The relative difficulties of big and little ship pilotage and navigation pro- 
vides a somewhat specious subject for discussion, but it is safe to suggest 
that navigators of both types will find the Pilot series, published by H.M. 
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Stationery Office at 12s.6d. per volume, of great value when entering, work. 
ing in or leaving almost any port in the world. There are, of course, other 
books dealing with the approaches to ports and passages through narrows 
such as The English Channel (2nd edition 1944, Hydrographic Department of 
the Admiralty, 40s.), a file of chartlets, or The Pilot's Guide to the English 
Channel by W. E. Wilson and D. Branson (revised edition 1949, Imray, 
Laurie, Norie & Wilson, 42s.). The handbooks on the inland waterways of 
Great Britain, France and Holland, also being published by Imray, Laurie, 
Norie & Wilson, are further examples of a library too large to admit of close 
inspection in this article. 

Despite the silent character of the legendary seaman, he has, in fact, a 
prolific pen and it is impossible to give, in the narrow confine of a short 
bibliography, more than an insight into the vast number of books which 
exist for the education and entertainment of all types of navigators by sea. In 
this short list the objects have been to mention a small number of useful works 
which will, in themselves, provide a good working knowledge of British 
nautical books, and to point the way to further reading. 
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Mr. M.W., Kaye, as a member of the Radio Advisory Service, advises the members of the Chamber 
of Shipping of the United Kingdom and the Liverpool Steamship Owners’ Association on 
matters to do with navigational aids. 


A. H. JESSELL 
AIR NAVIGATION 


A1R navigation is a young art and is still in a state of active development. Its 
early methods were those of marine navigation, but the greater, and con- 
tinually increasing, speed of aircraft has required the development of new 
and more rapid techniques, and of instruments that will do part of the navi- 
gator’s work for him. This is reflected in the books that have been published 
on air navigation, though some of the most recent developments have not yet 
found their way into the text-books. Air navigation is inevitably a study that 
overlaps many others; this bibliography has been restricted as far as possible 
to books dealing specifically with some aspect of the subject. 

There are two general histories of the subject, which cover its develop- 
ment up to 1939. A. J. Hughes’s A History of Air Navigation (1946, Allen & 
Unwin, 10s.6d.) is well illustrated, and covers all its aspects. W. M. Smart's 
Halley lecture Sea and Air Navigation (1941, Cambridge University Press, 2s.) 
is a shorter survey of its history and methods. 

The development of aerial navigation received its first impetus in the Great 
War, which was followed by the first long distance flights. First-hand 
accounts of many of these have been recorded, among them Sir Ross Mac- 
pherson Smith’s description of the first flight to Australia, 14,000 Miles through 
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the Air (1922, Angus & Robertson, Sydney, Australia) and The Great Trans- 
Pacific Flight by Sir Charles Kingsford Smith and C. T. P. Ulm (1929, 
Hutchinson). Later noteworthy flights are The First Flight across the Polar 
Sea by R. Amundsen and others (1927, Hutchinson), F. C. Chichester’s Alone 
Over the Tasman Sea (1945, Allen & Unwin, tos.), Around the World in Eight 
Days by Wiley Post and H. Gatty (1932, John Hamilton), Over the North 
Pole by G. Baidukov (1938, Harrap, ss.), The Pilots’ Book of Everest by the 
Marquess of Douglas and Clydesdale and D. F. McIntyre (1936, Hodge, 
10s.6d.) and Air Whaler by J. Grierson (1949, Sampson Low, 18s.). Great 
Flights by E. Colston Shepherd (1939, A. & C. Black, 8s.6d.) gives shorter 
accounts of many of these and of other pioneering flights. 

Even before these flights, books on the art and practice of aerial navigation 
were published. The first was A. E. Dixie’s Air Navigation for Flight Officers 
(1917, Hogg), a comprehensive text-book of D. R. navigation for Naval 
officers. Other early text-books were S. F. Card’s Air Navigation (1919, 
Edward Arnold), J. E. Dumbleton’s Principles and Practice of Aerial Navigation 
(1920, Crosby Lockwood) and H. E. Wimperis’s A Primer of Air Navigation 
(1920, Constable), which appeared soon after the North Atlantic and Austra- 
lian flights, and was the first book to deal specifically with long range air 
navigation and the use'of astronomical fixes and wireless bearings. 

Early in the 1930s the Air Ministry first published A.P. 1234 The Manual of 
Air Pilotage, later called The Manual of Air Navigation (1944, H.M. Stationery 
Office, 7s.6d.), an exhaustive text-book on the principles and practice of the 
subject. Specifically for the airline navigator was D. C. T. Bennett’s The 
Complete Air Navigator (4th edition 1945, Pitman, 15s.), covering the whole 
syllabus of the flight navigator’s licence. Among other comprehensive text- 
books since published are F. G. Brown’s Air Navigation (1941, Chapman & 
Hall, 32s.) and I. E. Allison’s Navigation and Astronomy for Students (1948, 
Harrap, 25s.). These books cater for the professional navigator; for the 
private pilot, flying his own aircraft about the country, something simpler 
was needed. J. K. Summers's Practical Air Navigation Simply Explained (1935, 
Pitman, 2s.6d.), F. A. Swoffer’s Air Navigation for the Private Owner (1931, 
Pitman, 7s.6d.) and C. W. Hewitt’s An Elementary Course of Air Navigation 
(1935, John Hamilton) were all written to bring air navigation within the 
scope of the non-specialist. 

The rapid growth of the R.A.F. during the recent war, and the develop- 
ment of the air-crew training schemes, resulted in the demand for text-books 
graded to suit the different stages of the navigator’s training. Among the 
many books written for the Air Training Corps cadet and for the initial 
R.A.F. training courses were W. J. D. Allan’s The Air Cadet’s Handbook of 
Navigation (1941, Allen & Unwin, 2 vols. 2s. each), R. W. Brooker’s Practical 
Navigation for the A.T.C. (1942, Harrap, 3s.6d.) and Teach Yourself Air 
Navigation by ‘Kaspar’ (S. R. Millard) (1942, English Universities Press, 
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2s.6d.). More advanced, and covering the whole field of R.A.F. basic 







navigation, were Aircraft Navigation by H. Stewart and others (1943, Cam- § Th 
bridge University Press, ss.) and Air Navigation by E. R. Hamilton (1942, ast 
Nelson, 5s.). W. M. Smart’s An Introduction to Sea and Air Navigation (1942, Co 
Longmans, Green, $s.) is suitable for a first course on navigation but does R. 
not include astronomical navigation. Of a more academic character is Air an 
Navigation by E. F. Freundlich (1945, Oliver & Boyd, 7s.6d.), which treats & | 
the subject generally and mathematically. Sn 

Most of the books so far mentioned cover the whole field of air navigation int 
and include chapters on the form of the Earth, on maps and charts, on mag- 78. 
netism and compasses, on dead reckoning and flight planning, on visual and En 
radio bearings and fixes, on navigation instruments, on astronomical naviga- 
tion and on meteorology. In addition to these books, there are a number Sn 
devoted to individual branches of the subject. On aviation meteorology there an 
is R. C. Sutcliffe’s Meteorology for Aviators (1946, H.M. Stationery Office, th 
7s.6d.), a complete and modern text-book on the subject, The Observer's it 


Handbook on Meteorology by W. J. D. Allan and W. Alexander (1941, Allen & Ss 
Unwin, 2s.6d.) and Meteorology for the Airman by J. Paton (1943, University th 
of London Press, 3s.6d.). Here is the Weather Forecast (1947, Golden Galley (1 


Press, 10s.6d.) by E. G. Bilham, the chief forecaster at the Central Forecasting ai 
Office, is not primarily aeronautical, but explains the way in which weather hi 
forecasts of all kinds are drawn up, and shows the part played by weather (1 
reports from aircraft. ex 
Until the recent war the principal aid to long range navigation was astro. In 
Since 1919 there has been a steady development of sextants and of simple | th 
and rapid methods of sight reduction. The Book of the Sextant by A.J. Hughes | 
(reprinted 1949, Brown, Son & Ferguson (Glasgow), 5s.6d.) describes its ~ 
development from the earliest times. The Air Almanac (H.M. Stationery , 


Office, three times a year, 7s.6d. each issue) contains the ephemeral astro- 
nomical data in a form convenient for use in the air, while the reduction of 
sights is simplified by the use of a number of specially prepared tables: The 
Astronomical Navigation Tables (1948, H.M. Stationery Office, 15 vols. 7s.6d. 
each) are precomputed altitude-azimuth tables; each volume includes special 
tables for the twenty-two brightest stars and general tables for any body with 
a declination less than 29 degrees; the whole set covers a band of latitude from 
0-80 degrees in both hemispheres. Typical of the ‘short’ methods of sight 
reduction are Hughes’ Tables for Sea and Air Navigation by L. J. Comrie (1946, 
Henry Hughes & Son, 20s.) and Rapid Navigation Tables by W. Myerscough 
and W. Hamilton (1939, Pitman, 1os.6d.). These tables all make use of the 
Marc St. Hilaire method of plotting position lines. An alternative is provided 
by Astronomical Navigation Tables for the Common Tangent Method by E. E. 
Benest and E. M. Timberlake (1945, Heffer (Cambridge), 7s.6d.). It is 
appropriate to mention here Norie’s Air Tables (1946, Imray, Laurie, Norie 
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& Wilson, 16s.6d.) which are general navigation tables for use in the air. 
There are also a number of books devoted to the theory and practice of 
astronomical navigation. A full treatment is found in F. C. Chichester’s The 
Complete Observer's Astronomical Navigation (1944, Allen & Unwin, 1os.), 
R. Hadingham’s Astronomical Air Navigation (1945, Technical Press, 12s.) 
and P. G. Legg’s Introduction to Astronomical Air Navigation (1939, Chapman 
& Hall, 10s.6d.), while a simple but full theoretical outline is given in W. M. 
Smart’s Astronomical Navigation (1942, Longmans, Green, §s.). A simpler 
introduction is F. Debenham’s Astrographics (1942, Heffer (Cambridge), 
7s.6d.) and S. R. Millard’s Teach Yourself Astronomical Navigation (1944, 
English Universities Press, 3s.). 

There are not as yet very many books devoted to radio navigation. R. A. 
Smith’s Radio Aids to Navigation (1947, Cambridge University Press, 9s.) 
and R. Keen’s Wireless Direction Finding (4th edition 1947, Iliffe, 45s.) are 
the two principal works. The title of the latter is somewhat misleading as 
it includes chapters on all radio aids. W. J. D. Allan’s The Observer's Book 
on Radio Navigation (1941, Allen and Unwin, 2s.) is a simple explanation of 
the use of D.F. bearings in the air, while K. Ullyett’s How Radar Works 
(1948, Harrap, 7s.6d.) describes simply the basic principles applied in radar 
aids to navigation. There are a few books on navigation instruments. Of 
historical interest is F. Creagh-Osborne’s The Magnetic Compass in Aircraft 
(1915). C. J. Stewart's Aircraft Instruments (1930, Chapman & Hall, 21s.) is an 
exhaustive work on the instruments in use at the time. R. W. Sloley’s 
Instruments (sth edition 1944, Pitman, 6s.) is more for the engineer than for 
the navigator, but is comprehensive and well illustrated. 

Mr. A. H. Jessell was an R.A.F. navigator during the war, and is now an Operations Officer in the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation. He has written several papers for the Journal of the Institute of Navigation, 


including Consol, A Precession Table for Correcting Astro Fixes, and The Presentation of the Fixing 
Accuracy of Navigation Systems. 
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GENERAL WORKS 
Library Economy 


MANUAL OF LIBRARY ECONOMY. James Duff Brown. 6th edition by 
W. C. Berwick Sayers. Grafton, 35s. D8. 625 pages. Frontispiece. 186 
photographs, plans and diagrams. Bibliographies. Appendix. Index. 

The first edition of this most comprehensive manual of library methods was published 

in 1903. Later editions, from the third, published in 1920, to the present one, have been 

revised and rewritten by W. C. Berwick Sayers, Lecturer in Public Library Adminis- 
tration in the University of London School of Librarianship and formerly Chief 

Librarian of the Croydon Public Libraries. The manual is based on British needs and 

the library methodology described is largely that of the public library. Nevertheless, 

the methods may apply to any library and university and special libraries of all kinds 
will find it extremely valuable as a general account which can be the groundwork of 


any special study that must follow later. It does not claim to be a manual of all library | 


economy, but no other single British book in existence covers so many methods or 
deals so widely with modern library technique. The final chapter, “The Librarian's 
Library’, is a bibliography occupying twenty-six pages. (020.2) 


General Encyclopaedias 


CHAMBERS S ENCYCLOPAEDIA. Managing Editor: Mrs. M. D. Law. 
15 vols. George Newnes, £42. tos. the set. Imp8. Over 800 pages per vol. 
56 colour plates. Over 500 half-tone illustrations and over 3,500 line- 
drawings in the text. 116 maps. Map index and gazetteer. Subject and 
general index. 

This is the first encyclopaedia of major status in the English language to be published 

completely new from A to Z since 1929. It is not a revision of the old edition. It has 

been prepared with the help and advice of many distinguished scholars and of over 

2,000 contributors who are specialists in their own fields, under the managing editor- 

ship of Mrs. M. D. Law, Director of the Encyclopaedia Britannica from 1925-43, and it 

covers authoritatively all matters of interest to the civilized world. Subjects such a 

religion, theology and biology, occupy less space than in the original work to allow 

for the expansion of physics, history, economics, industry, the social sciences, and 
education. The articles are arranged in alphabetical order in double columns, the 
longer ones being conveniently subdivided. Most of them are signed by the individual 
contributors, who are also responsible for the bibliographical notes and critical com- 
ments inserted in order to assist the serious student as well as the general reader to 
pursue his subject beyond the ordinary works of reference. Many of the excellent 
illustrations have been specially photographed for the encyclopaedia, and the find 
volume contains a full index, a selective and classified list of articles and a 144-pagt 
atlas (including twenty historical maps) specially compiled by Bartholomew of 

Edinburgh. The purchase of this comprehensive work can be made by outright 

payment or by instalments (plus carriage and insurance charges outside the United 

Kingdom). (032) 


154 





Ji 








PHILOSOPHY 


MY PHILOSOPHY and Other Essays on the Moral and Political Problems 
of Our Time. Benedetto Croce. Selected by R. Klibansky. Translated 
from the Italian by E. F. Carritt. Allen & Unwin, 15s. D8. 240 pages. 


This is a collection of thirty-seven essays taken over a wide range from the works of 
the famous Italian historian, philosopher and humanist. In the title essay he explains 
why, in spite of his debt to Hegel’s philosophy, he was led to treat Hegel’s problems 
by different methods and ideas in arriving at his own philosophy, which he calls 
‘absolute history’. The themes appearing in various forms in these essays are the im- 
portance of the individual and the necessity for liberty as the basis of human activities. 
His discussions of the political, economic and aesthetic theories so much debated at 
present are related to his belief that the human spirit manifests itself in many activities 
and the trouble arises when their essential unity is disrupted by exalting one activity 
at the expense of the others. He maintains that his own philosophy, like any other, is 
not final. Croce is a philosopher in the wide sense that he is a man who has, in wisdom, 
worked out his own plan of the meaning of life, and thus this book should mean much 
to any reader who has a similar quest. (195) 


RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 


jacoB’s LADDkeR. A Bible Picture Book from Anglo-Saxon and 12th- 

Century English MSS. Nicolete Gray. Faber & Faber, 21s. R8. 118 pages. 

48 plates. Coloured frontispiece. List of plates. 
The author, who has written an important book on nineteenth-century printing types, 
has here selected drawings and miniature paintings from medieval manuscripts to 
illustrate the main events of Bible history in a coherent sequence. The second purpose 
of her book is to teach children about the Bible. The text explains each picture in 
simple but by no means childish language. Interpretation of the incidents depicted is 
based on the traditional exegesis of the Fathers of the Church, particularly St. 
Augustine, and other sources which would be known to medieval artists. “To keep 
within the mind of the artist” has been the author’s intention. The plates, beautifully 
reproduced, are a sheer delight to the eye, ranging from bustling, gesticulating crowd- 
scenes of the Anglo-Saxon manuscripts to the massively framed, decorative and 
buoyant figures of the Grimbald Gospels and the St. Aethelwold Benedictional 
(Winchester school of illumination) and the intensely carnest narrative scenes of the 
Lambeth Bible. The mixture of fantasy and allegory (a form of play-acting) with 
literal representation of events in medieval illustration is closely related to the make- 
believe element in children’s imagination; this is an admirable book to put into the 
hands of any child before his vision has become blunted by stereotyped Bible illustra- 
tion. For the student, to whom the book has an equal appeal, the list of plates contains 
technical information in condensed form, including the provenance of each 
manuscript. (220) 


CHURCH VESTMENTS: THEIR ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT. Herbert 
Norris. Dent, 42s. C4. 208 pages. 16 plates (8 in colour). 264 figures in text. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Mr. Norris is the author of the authoritative work Costume and Fashion, and the 

present book—dealing with the classical garments which were the ancestors of 

the church vestments and with their subsequent development up to the end of the 
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fifteenth century—forms a useful complement to Vol. I of that work. The author 
gives brief historical data from 753 B.C. to A.D. 1453, a sketch of the history of the 
Christian church till 1500, a note on titles of ecclesiastics, and then discusses the various 
vestments in ‘the approximate order of their emergence with liturgical significance’, 
commenting on historical events and the social life of the period en passant. The vest- 
ments considered are Alb, Pallium, Sandal, Dalmatic, Chasuble, Amice, Stole, 
Maniple, Mitre, Tiara, Crozier, Cross, Cross-staff, Nimbus, Flabellum, Cope, Cassock, 
Surplice, Tunicle, Rochet, Almuce, Chimere, Tonsure, Ring and Glove. The 
numerous and detailed illustrations and diagrams are a valuable part of the work which 
is intended for the use of the historian and ecclesiastic, but provides also a compre- 
hensive reference book for the general reader. (247.7) 


THE BOOKE OF COMMON PRAYER OF THE CHURCHE OF ENGLAND: 
ITS ORIGIN AND REVISIONS, 1549-1661. E. C. Ratcliff. S.P.C.K, 


10s. R8. 120 pages. 80 illustrations. 
This beautiful volume, by the eminent liturgist and Ely Professor of Divinity in the 
University of Cambridge, is a worthy commemoration of the fourth centenary of the 
English Prayer Book. A lucid, scholarly and informative introduction, of great value 
to general readers and to students, is accompanied by eighty facsimile photographs of 
medieval service books and of pages from successive editions of the Prayer Book 
between 1549-1661. (264.039) 


THE AVAILING STRUGGLE. A Record of the Planting and Development 
of the Church of England in Western Australia, 1829-1947. C. L. M. 
Hawtrey. Paterson Press (Perth, Western Australia), 10s. M8. 208 pages. 
Illustrations. Maps. Bibliography. Appendices. Index. 

A clear exposition of the history of, and struggles to establish, the Church of England in 

Western Australia is here presented by a former honours student of modern history at 

Oxford. Miss Hawtrey has written not only a factual narrative of interest to adherents 

of the Church but an indirect history, as well, of political and economic progress in 

Western Australia. (283.941 


MORE ABOUT THE EARLY METHODIST PEOPLE. L. F. Church. 
Epworth Press, 12s.6d. D8. 336 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
This volume by the Connexional Editor of the Methodist Church completes a volume 
of earlier studies of the rank and file members of the Methodist movement in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. A useful survey of the social status of the 
Methodists is followed by a description of the persecutions they underwent. Two 
separate chapters are devoted to lay and women preachers, while the work ends with 
an assessment of the Methodists’ contribution to social service and their distinctive 
forms of piety. (287) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Political Science 

LORD ACTON ON NATIONALITY AND SOCIALISM. G. E. Fasnacht. 

Oxford University Press, 2s.6d. C8. 32 pages. Paper bound. 

These two lectures, Nationality and Power, Freedom and Socialism, were given 
1949 at the Oxford University Tutorial Classes Committee Summer School by Mr. 
Fasnacht who is a Staff Lecturer to the Oxford University Delegacy for Extra-Murl 
Studies. They are chapters from a book on Acton’s political philosophy, the great 
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value of which is that Lord Acton gives the English philosophy of politics, universalized 
on the basis of his great knowledge of politics, economics, ethics, theology, philosophy, 
history. He believed that the true philosophy of politics was implicit in the Christian 
religion and the British Constitution and that these complete each other. Power follows 
property but the criteria and objectives of politics are furnished by ethics. Freedom 
means freedom of conscience and the security of weaker groups. There is an appendix 
on Acton’s manuscripts on Burke which form a necessary postscript to his views on 
nationality. A brief but important consideration of these aspects of the thought of a 
major historian. (323) 


FREEDOM UNDER THE LAW. Sir Alfred Denning. Stevens & Sons, 8s. 
C8. 134 pages. (The Hamlyn Lectures, First Series) 


This book contains four lectures delivered by one of the Lords Justices of Appeal in 
England under the auspices of the Hamlyn trust which provides for a series of lectures 
annually on the Common Law of England. The first lecture, entitled Personal Free- 
dom, gives a short account of the way in which personal liberty is safeguarded by the 
Courts. The second, Freedom of Mind and Conscience, deals with political, religious 
and racial freedom. The third, Justice between Man and the State, is devoted to the 
freedom of property and contract, whilst the fourth lecture deals with the powers of 
the executive. The lectures are addressed to the common people of England with the 
object of furthering a better understanding and a wider knowledge of the law which 
confers on them both privileges and responsibilities. It is a work of high standard. 

(323.4) 
SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE COLONIES. W. R. Crocker. Allen & 

Unwin, 12s.6d. D8. 177 pages. 


The author, a former Colonial Officer in Nigeria, has already written an outspoken 
volume On Governing Colonies. Here he examines the growing spirit of nationalism, 
particularly in West Africa—referring also to French colonial territories. The curious 
feature of this nationalism is that it is itself a product of British administration, since 
most of the territories had no separate existence as such before British rule. The 
influence of the vernacular Press, and of the urban intelligentsia is examined. There is 
an interesting comparison with India. His plea is for understanding, compromise and 
voluntary partnership. (325.315) 


THE ITALIAN LEFT. A Short History of Political Socialism in Italy. 
W. Hilton-Young. Longmans, Green, 15s. D8. 227 pages. Illustrations. 
Map endpapers. Index. 

To his task of recording for the first time in English the growth of socialism and 

communism in Italy, from the day of the patriot Pisacane in the mid-nineteenth 

century and the later Bakuninist movement to the establishment of the Cominform, 
the author comes equipped by both birth (as son of the 1st Baron Kennet, formerly 

Edward Hilton Young) and training (as a member of the Foreign Office staff) to merit 

attention as a commentator. Attempting in a concluding chapter a judgment on the 

Italian socialist movement, Mr. Hilton-Young puts the question: What good has the 

Italian Socialist Party done the Italian people? And he emphasizes the unchanging 

nature of the country’s problem which is still, as in 1900, one of over-population and 

consequent poverty. The book is on broad rather than detailed lines, but affords a 

useful introduction to the subject. (329.945) 


$7 








Economics 
THE GROWTH OF ENGLISH sociETY. A Short Economic History. 
E. Lipson. A. & C. Black, 21s. D8. 476 pages. Index. 


This account of the economic life of the English people is intended for the student and 
for the general reader. It is concerned with the men at the plough, the forge, and the 
loom, those in the mines and those who distributed the products over the whole world. 
Part I deals with the corporate society of the Middle Ages, Part II with the growth of 
individualism in the age of mercantilism and Part III with the age of machinery from 
the Industrial Revolution to 1939. The author, who was for several years Reader in 
Economic History in the University of Oxford, has based the book partly upon his 
lectures, including the Lowell Lectures delivered in the United States. His earlier 
writings include The Economic History of England, The History of the Woollen and 
Worsted Industries, Europe in the XIXth Century, 1815-1914 and Europe, 1914-1939. 
(330.942) 


THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE NINTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 
ON INDUSTRIAL MEDICINE, LONDON, I13TH-I7TH SEPTEMBER, 
1948. Commission Internationale Permanente pour la Médecine du 
Travail. Wright (Bristol), 60s. sC4. 1,115 pages. Plates. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. References. Index. 


After a lapse of ten years, the Permanent International Commission of Industrial 
Health held in Britain its ninth congress, at which goo delegates from forty-six nations 
met to discuss the various problems in industrial medicine. The President of the Com- 
mission, Mr. T. E. A. Stowell, M.p., F.R.c.S., was also chairman of the British 
Organising Council of the Congress, which was responsible for the organization of 
this important mecting. The 240 papers read by the delegates are published in these 
proceedings with a synopsis of each paper in English and French. The wide scope of 
this branch of medicine is shown by the twenty-six titles of the sessions which cover 
the medical, nursing, and social problems, the training for and organization of indus- 
trial health work, and the associated study of architecture and of lighting in industry. 
The programme of films and visits and of exhibitions of technical interest during the 
Congress are also listed. A useful ‘Who’s Who’ of contributors of papers helps to 
make this book a valuable reference work in the study of the world-wide aspect of 
industrial health. (331.822) 


THE MECHANISM OF EXCHANGE. A Handbook of Economics (Currency, 
Banking and Foreign Exchange). John A. Todd. 6th edition. Oxford 
University Press, 10s.6d. 1C8. 302 pages. 3 diagrams. Index. 


The first edition of this standard work, by a former Principal of the Liverpool City 
School of Commerce, was published in 1917, and the fifth in 1939. It deals in full 
detail with the monetary question at home and abroad, including the quantity theory, 
bimetallism, paper money and the credit system, and describes the English banking 
system before and since 1914. The later chapters deal with foreign exchange, and 
especially with the complications caused by war. This sixth edition includes a chapter 
on the monetary effects of the Second World War, with two new tables giving the 
essential figures for a comparison of the two world wars. (332) 
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THE DOLLAR CRISIS: CAUSES AND CURE. A Report to the Fabian 
Society. T. Balogh. Blackwell (Oxford), 15s. D8. 315 pages. 


Mr. Balogh, a Fellow of Balliol College, Oxford, developed this study in international 
economic co-operation from a lecture to a Fabian conference. Although it was com- 
pleted in July 1949, recent events have only strengthened his conclusion that nothing 
but a thorough change in policy can rescue the labour movement of the West from its 
present loss of initiative. He shows the need for both stability and steady development 
in European economic affairs, with intensified measures to strengthen the independence 
from dollar supplies by reciprocal trade pacts, reorganization of commercial policy 
and exchange controls, and other measures. (338) 


WARTIME ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION. R. Warren James. Ryerson 
Press (Toronto, Canada), $5. SuR8. 428 pages. Index. 


This, the fourth volume in a series of studies on international relations, is sponsored by 
the Canadian Institute of International Affairs, and is written by a former official of the 
Wartime Prices and Trade Board (Ottawa) and of the Combined Production and 
Resources Board (Washington). Dr. James writes not as a government official but as 
a student of economics. He examines and evaluates a significant phase of international 
action with which he had opportunity to be thoroughly familiar. The book is a con- 
sideration of the economic problems which developed between the United States and 
Canada during the war, and an assessment of the measures taken bilaterally to promote 
the principles of economic co-operation enunciated in the Hyde Park Declaration of 
1941. The subjects covered include foreign exchange, foreign trade, production con- 
trols, priorities, allocation of raw materials, shipping, as well as the administrative 
framework under which these problems were handled. Co-operation in these fields 
was never merely bilateral since it linked both countries with Great Britain and the 
other Commonwealth countries, but attention has been concentrated on the relations 
between the United States and Canada. Forest products and agricultural planning are 
treated as special cases because of their significance in the economies of both countries. 
The volume is extremely well documented with detailed references at the end of each 
chapter. There is a detailed index. (338.91) 


Law 


REPORT ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE 
COUNCIL OF EUROPE (with related documents). Strasbourg, 8th 
August-8th September, 1949. H.M. Stationery Office, 9d. sR8. 36 pages. 
Paper bound. (Command Paper, 7807) 


The Statute of the Council of Europe and the Agreement for the Establishment of a 
Preparatory Commission of the Council of Europe were signed by the Foreign 
Ministers of Belgium, Denmark, France, the Irish Republic, Italy, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and the United Kingdom in London on 5 May 1949. 
This report of the First Session deals with the Work of the Committee of Ministers 
and the Work of the Consultative Assembly. A Letter from the President of the Con- 
sultative Assembly (M. Paul-Henri Spaak) to the Chairman of the Committee of 
Ministers, transmitting Recommendations and Resolutions of the Assembly, leads the 
Appendices dealing with: Role of the Council in the Economic field; Role of the 
Council in the field of Social Security; Consideration of any necessary changes in the 
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political structure of Europe; Revision of provisional Rules of Procedure; Cultura, 
Scientific, and Technical Co-operation; Motions relating to Privilege; Human Righr 
and Fundamental Freedoms; European Refugees; Creation of a European Patent 
Office; Common European Nationality and Passport. (341.1) 


TREATISE ON THE LAW OF PRIZE. C. J. Colombos. 3rd edition, 
Longmans, Green, 30s. L.Post 8. 436 pages. Index. (Grotius Society Publica. 


tions No. $) 
The law of prize is an important branch of international law and this book is now 
regarded as the standard work. It is comprehensive, dealing, inter alia, with prize 
courts in many countries and their jurisdiction, the enemy character of ships and 
goods, capture, contraband, blockade and evidence and procedure. A chapter is 
devoted to the establishment of an international prize court. The present edition in. 
cludes data concerning the more important cases arising out of the late war. The 
author, Doctor of Law and a barrister, is an authority on international law and wa 
sometime Professor at the Hague Academy. (341.3) 


POLITICS, TRIALS AND ERRORS. Lord Hankey. Pen-in-Hand (Oxford) 
8s.6d. D8. 164 pages. Portrait. Index. 
As a former Minister of the Crown with Cabinet rank, and secretary for many year 
to the British Cabinet and to the Committee of Imperial Defence, Lord Hankey has 
become well versed in world politics. He was concerned to find in the Second Worl 
War that the Allies adopted a new political technique and demanded the uncond- 
tional surrender of their foes, threatening their leaders with punishment as war crimi- 
nals. In this book he examines the political results of this breach with tradition. (341.3 


VERDICT IN DISPUTE. Edgar Lustgarten. Allan Wingate, 9s.6d. C3 
254 pages. 
The author of this book examines in detail six celebrated murder trials in which th 
verdicts are open to dispute. In each case he tells of the events leading to the trial and 
then gives a concise description and an analysis of the trial itself so as to enable the 
reader to form an opinion on the result. The trials he has selected are those of Florence 
Maybrick, Steinie Morrison, Norman Thorne, Edith Thompson, and William Herber 
Wallace, together with one American case, Lizzie Borden. Happily miscarriages o 
justice are rare, but the study of those cases in which doubt may have arisen will & 
much to avoid repetition. (343.1 


LAWYER'S REMEMBRANCER AND POCKET BOOK, 1950. Arthu 
Powell. Revised and edited for the year 1950 by J. W. Whitlock. Butte- 
worth, 12s.6d. sF8. 362 pages and diary. 

This annual pocket-book contains a wealth of information concerning the law, legd 

procedure and the legal profession in England, including lists of courts, judge 

officers, fees, costs, etc. The greater part is devoted to a summary of the law relatig 

to many everyday subjects. It is a valuable quick reference book for lawyers. (347.08! 


MODERN LAW OF REAL PROPERTY. G. C. Cheshire. 6th edition 


Butterworth, 32s.6d. R8. 956 pages. Tables. Index. 


The first edition of this book was published in 1925 following the drastic changs 
made in, and the consolidation of, the English law of property. It was of a hg 
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standard and was immediately accepted as the authoritative work for students. All 
aspects of this complicated subject are dealt with under two main headings: estates 
and interests in land and the acquisition, transfer and extinction of estates and interests. 
An introduction to the study of the subject is also included. This edition includes all 
the new material but the author has successfully reduced it in size so as to keep the work 
within reasonable bounds. Dr. Cheshire was formerly Vinerian Professor of English 
Law in the University of Oxford. (347.2) 


JOINT OBLIGATIONS. G. L. Williams. Butterworth, 21s. D8. 180 pages. 
Tables. Index. 


This book is a treatise on joint and joint and several liability in contract, quasi- 
contract and trusts in England, Ireland, and the other common-law Dominions, and 
it discusses a difficult and defective part of the common law. Little has been written on 
the subject and this is the first work seriously devoted to its study. It is a scholarly book 
and both students of law and practitioners will be grateful to the author, a Doctor of 
Laws and Professor of Public Law in the University of London. The subject is one long 
overdue for reform and Dr. Williams has done much in preparing the ground for its 
complete revision. (347.4) 


SUMMARY OF THE LAW OF TORTS OR WRONGS INDEPENDENT 
OF CONTRACT. Sir Arthur Underhill. 16th edition by Ralph Sutton and 
Barry Sheen. Butterworth, 25s. D8. $54 pages. Tables. Index. 


Anew edition of this leading students’ textbook on the law of tort in England has been 
made necessary by the number of statutes passed since the last edition, notably the 
Crown Proceedings Act, 1947, and the Law Reform (Personal Injuries) Act, 1948. 
Although the main structure remains unchanged certain redundant sections have been 
omitted and others have been extensively revised. The greater part of the work is 
devoted to rules relating to particular torts but a valuable introductory chapter deals 
with the nature of a tort and a final one covers the question of damages. Of the editors 
of this edition, Mr. Sutton is a King’s Counsel, a Bencher of Lincoln’s Inn and Reader 
in Common Law to the Council of Legal Education, and Mr. Sheen is a barrister. 


(347.5) 
Administration 


INTRODUCTION TO THE LAW OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND 
ADMINISTRATION. Sir William E. Hart and W. O. Hart. 4th edition. 
Butterworth, 30s. D8. 870 pages. Tables. Index. 


Although this book is intended to be a textbook for law students wishing to enter the 
field of local administration and for members and officers of local authorities, its 
contents and style are admirably suited to meet the needs of anyone desiring a better 
knowledge of local government in England and Wales. It explains the various types of 
local authorities and their general powers, the central control over such authorities, 
and the various services they are called upon to provide for the community. The 
senior author was a solicitor and town clerk of Sheffield and the joint author, who 
edits this edition, is a barrister and was formerly a Lecturer in Law in the University 


of Oxford. (352.042) 
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MAN TRACKS. Ion L. Idriess. New edition. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, 
Australia), 8s.6d. L.Post 8. 272 pages. Frontispiece. 30 photographs. End- 
paper map. 

This book of the life and work of the mounted police in northern Australia was first 

published in 1935. In it, Mr. Idriess tells how forty mounted police patrol the $24,000 

square miles of the Northern Territory of Australia, much of which is still wild jungle 
and desert inhabited only by natives. The author has, however, subordinated their 
story to that of the wild charges among whom they move and the stories here re- 
counted of native crime, though sensational, were checked during an 11,000-mile trek 
by horse and camel on which he met and talked with many of the principals in the 
dramas related. (352.2) 


THE BRITISH APPROACH TO POLITICS. Michael Stewart. 2nd edition, 
Allen & Unwin, 16s. D8. 344 pages. Index. 
Besides describing in detail the government of Great Britain this book gives a general 
account of the political activities of the British Commonwealth. It is intended for 
beginners in the study of politics, and gives most attention to the matters over which 
the ordinary citizen can exercise some control. The author, a Member of Parliament, 
was formerly a Scholar of St. John’s College, Oxford, and has also written Bias and 
Education for Democracy and The Forty-Hour Week. (354.42) 


REPORT BY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL ON THE ADMINISTRATION, 
FINANCES AND CONDITIONS OF THE SUDAN IN 1947. Foreign 
Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 4s. M8. 234 pages. Tables. 

The Condominium of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan attracted world-wide interest in 

1947 owing to the disagreement between Great Britain and Egypt concerning its 

future. This Report, which presents a comprehensive review of all aspects of British 

administration, is indispensable to all students of the area. (354.624) 


Criminology Prisons 
CRIME AND ABNORMALITY. Cecil Binney. Oxford University Press, 5s. 
F8. 176 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The extent to which a person abnormal in mind, or even insane, can be held responsible 
for criminal actions is a problem which has occupied the minds of members of both 
the legal and medical professions for many years and this book sets out to answer two 
questions: in what circumstances does English law accept a person’s mental condition 
as a ground for exempting him from conviction and punishment for a criminal act, 
and, in what respects, if any, ought the law to be altered to bring it into accord with 
modern views on abnormality? The author, a barrister-at-law, has given con 
siderable thought to the subject and in this little book, concise and well written, he 
deals with it under the headings of the trial of insane persons, insanity as a defence, 
mental defectives, drunkenness and crime, infanticide and suicide. He gives his generd 
conclusions in a final chapter. (364.243) 


SOCIETY AND ITS CRIMINALS. Paul Reiwald. Translated from the 
German and edited by T. E. James. Heinemann, 21s. D8. 334 pages. Indexes. 


The author, who is Reader in Criminology in the University of Geneva, became 
interested in criminal psychology during his long career as an advocate in criminal 
cases. He explains in this book that the use of psycho-analysis completely altered his 
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conception of the criminal, man and society; he learnt that the criminal must no longer 
be regarded as a figure isolated from society, but that all criminal psychology must 
begin with the psychology of the society which inflicts the punishment. The work has 
now been translated into English by a barrister-at-law in the belief that it will help all 
those who are concerned with the treatment of criminals. (364.34) 


THE SCOTTISH PRISON SYSTEM. Report by the Scottish Advisory 
Council on the Treatment and Rehabilitation of Offenders. Scottish Home 
Department. H.M. Stationery Office (Edinburgh), 9d. sR8. 46 pages. 
Appendices. Paper bound. 


Part I of the Report is a brief historicat survey of the Scottish Prison System from the 
Act of 1597 onwards; Part II deals with the existing position, including prison 
organization, types of prisoners, employment, educational facilities, and punishment 
of prisoners; further sections deal with prison régime, the scope and purpose of im- 
prisonment, and recommendations for reformative treatment. A final section gives a 
summary of the recommendations which are based on the assumption that convicted 
prisoners should be treated as persons to be reclaimed to society rather than as persons 
to be regarded as outcasts, and which envisage the establishment of an enlightened and 
constructive prison system. (365.941) 


Social Insurance 
NATIONAL INSURANCE. John Gazdar. 2nd edition. Stevens & Sons, 4s. 
sC8. 104 pages. Paper bound. (* This is the Law’ Series) 

The purpose of this little book is to explain to the man-in-the-street his rights and 
liabilities under the national insurance scheme and to assist those concerned in its 
administration. The National Insurance Act, 1946, is one of a series of statutes for the 
reorganization of the social services and under its provisions practically every person 
in England is state insured. In this new edition the author, a barrister-at-law, has 
incorporated notes on the effect of a large number of rules and orders made since the 
passing of the Act and he surveys the whole subject under the headings of insured 
persons, contributions, benefits, procedure and administration. (368.4) 


NATIONAL INSURANCE. Douglas Potter and D. H. Stansfeld. 2nd edition. 
Butterworth, 30s. R8. 574 pages. Tables. Index. 
In 1946 was passed the National Insurance Act, under which was established an 
extended system providing payments by way of unemployment, sickness and mater- 
nity benefits, retirement pensions, widows’ benefit, guardians’ allowances and death 
grants, to amend or repeal existing legislation and to provide for payment towards the 
cost of the National Health Service. Such a vast scheme for social security calls for 
detailed explanation and this work is the most comprehensive so far published. The 
first part is a general introduction. The second consists of the Act itself set out section 
by section with full and detailed annotations. The last part contains the most impor- 
tant of the great mass of regulations made to implement the Act. The authors are both 
barristers-at-law. (368.4) 


Education 

INTO THE BREACH. Loveday Martin. Turnstile Press, 5s. C8. 76 pages. 

A study of the Emergency Scheme for the Training of Teachers, which the British 
Government launched during the war in order to provide as quickly as possible a body 
of men and women teachers urgently required to cope with the increased school 


163 








population resulting from the raising of the school leaving age, and to build up staffs 
disorganized during the war years. The author describes in detail how the scheme 
worked and considers especially how far it provided experience useful in adult educa- 
tion generally. Nearly 40,000 men and women who are teaching in the schools today 
passed through the Emergency Colleges created under the scheme. (370.7342) 


THE HEALTH OF THE SCHOOL CHILD. Report of the Chief Medical 
Officer of the Ministry of Education for the Years 1946 and 1947. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 3s. SR8. 151 pages. Illustrations. Tables. 


As the Chief Medical Officer to the Ministry of Education points out in the introduc. 
tion to this report, the national standards of health and physique in Britain are 
dependent to a large extent on the health and physical condition of the school-child. 
The service to maintain this standard in school-children is then described. The discus- 
sion falls into three main groups. In the first group are chapters on nutrition and school 
meals, physical education and nursery schools. The survey on nutrition shows that the 
raised standard of the past years has been maintained and that this is now no longer a 
source of anxiety to the School Medical Officers. The second group deals with the 
systematic medical and dental inspection and treatment within the school health 
service, and contains an interesting section on the incidence of dental caries in 1947. 
The third group of chapters relates to those children who have certain disabilities of 
body or mind and who therefore require special educational provisions. The medical 
aspects of these conditions are discussed but the main concern of these chapters is with 
the special educational arrangements. Future reports will deal with the co-ordination 
of the School Health Service. (371.7) 


MUSIC, MOVEMENT AND THE YOUNG CHILD. Heather Gell. Foreword 
by E. Harold Davies. Australasian Publishing Co. (Sydney, Australia), 
17s.6d. IF4. 196 pages. 8 half-tone plates. Line illustrations by Edith Lanser. 


The true definition of rhythmic movement is essayed in this volume by a graduate of 
the London School of Dalcroze Eurhythmics. In setting out the elements of rhythmic 
movement the author criticizes the absence of spontaneity in the usual class work 
practised in schools, and advocates individual variations of movement such as come 
naturally to each performer in the group. Rhythmic movement she classes as a subject 
of musical, not physical, education. The book is based largely on the principles of 
Emile Jaques-Dalcroze of Geneva. (371-73) 


NURSERY-INFANT EDUCATION. Report of a Consultative Committee 
appointed by the Executive of the National Union of Teachers. Evans 
Brothers, for the National Union of Teachers, 5s. D8. 117 pages. 16 illustrations. 
7 appendices, including bibliography. Paper bound. 

This report is the work of a committee set up in 1946 to ‘examine and report on the 

aims, practices and achievements of Nursery-Infant Education, and to make recom- 

mendations in relation thereto’. A brief historical survey is followed by separate 
chapters on the Nursery stage (i.c. the ‘under-fives’), the Infant Stage, Activity 


methods, and problems connected with the recruitment, selection and training of 
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teachers, their conditions of work and prospects. Twenty-one recommendations are 
made by the committee, the Chairman of which was Miss Lillian de Lissa, formerly 
Principal of Gipsy Hill Training College, Kingston Hill, Surrey. (372) 


PART-TIME EDUCATION IN GREAT BRITAIN. H. C. Dent. Turnstile 
Press, 5s. C8. 81 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Ashort historical account of the development of part-time education in Great Britain, 
dealing with all the important movements which have arisen during the past 250 
years, from the Welsh ‘circulating’ schools and the Sunday schools of the eighteenth 
century to University extension courses, Workers’ Educational Association classes, the 
Women’s Institutes and the development of ‘day-release’ schemes. The final chapter 
on ‘The Present Revolution’ discusses the changes that are now taking place or are 
projected, and which appear likely to transfer much part-time education from the 
evening to the working day, thereby radically altering its structure and possibly its 
content. (374.0942) 


POETRY AND THE TEACHER. T. W. Sussams. Nelson, 12s.6d. IC8. 
192 pages. Tables. 3 appendices. Bibliography. Index. 
In his preface, the author, who is Principal of the Folkestone (Kent) Emergency 
Training College, states that his book sets out to discuss the teaching of poetry in 
schools, and the place of poetry in education, more particularly in the education of 
ordinary boys and girls. He bases his conclusions on evidence gathered from many 
sources—children, teachers, and research papers and books. He discusses the question 
of whether the same poems and types of poetry should be taught to boys as to girls, 
and how far a study of the mechanics of verse and style helps appreciation. His care- 
fully statistical approach to a subject seldom dealt with in this way will stimulate 
teachers to reassess their traditional methods of presentation, and they will find much 
of practical value in the specimen appreciations given in the last chapter. (375.821) 


Commerce 

IRAQ. Economic and Commercial Conditions in Iraq, June 1949. F. H. 
Gamble for the Commercial Relations and Export Department, Board of 
Trade. H.M. Stationery Office, ts. SR8. 48 pages. Appendices. Paper bound. 
(Overseas Economic Surveys) 

This report, the first issued since that for 1935-7, covers Finance; Trade; Industry; 

Agriculture; Legislation and Administration; Transport and Communications; and 

Social Questions affecting Production and Trade. Trade statistics in comparison with 

the year 1939 are given in the Appendices. (380.9567) 


THE PATTERN AND FINANCE OF FOREIGN TRADE, WITH SPECIAL 
REFERENCE TO THE CITY OF LONDON. A Series of Lectures delivered 
at the Institute of Bankers International Summer School, Christ Church, 
Oxford, September, 1949. Europa Publications, 15s. D8. 231 pages. 

This second international summer school attracted bankers from all parts of the world. 

The lecturers were of international reputation: Sir Hubert Henderson, Marcus 

Fleming, the Rt. Hon. Harold Wilson, Paul Bareau, W. Manning Dacey, Maurice 

Megrah, Leslie Gamage, L. K. O’Brien, M. G. Kendall, Sir Philip d’Ambrumenil, 
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R. G. Hawtrey and W. Lionel Fraser. Their contributions to this series on foreign 
exchange were in many cases based on private research, and were consequently 
discussed for the first time at the summer school. (382) 


Costume 
STYLE IN COSTUME. James Laver. Oxford University Press, 6s. C8. 25 pages, 
32 plates. List of plates. 

The thesis of this book is that at any given time in history there is ‘a mould into which 
the imagination of the age is compelled to pour itself’. Similarities between some 
dominant shape of dress and the architectural and decorative styles of the same epoch 
are delightfully illustrated and wittily described by Mr. Laver, Keeper of Prints and 
Drawings at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, a noted expert on costume, 
The juxtaposition of top hats and chimney-pots, illustrating nineteenth-century indus- 
trialization, of Elizabethan trunk-hose and bulbous table-legs, of the Saracenic helmet 
and the Saracenic mosque, are some of the sprightly examples which he has selected 
to stir the reader’s imagination and in so doing to indicate a possible line of approach 
for a comprehensive philosophy of clothes. (391) 


THE WOMAN IN FASHION. Doris Langley Moore. Batsford, 25s. C4. 
192 pages. Coloured frontispiece and 108 illustrations of costumes from 
the author’s collection, photographed by Felix Fonteyn. Index. 


Mrs. Langley Moore, a well-known dress historian, possesses one of the finest private 
collections of English costumes of the nineteenth and twenticth centuries, and in this 
beautifully produced volume a selection of them is presented in a series of enchanting 
illustrations, each accompanied by a page of text giving historical and descriptive 
details. They show various types of costume from 1800 to 1927 and were photo- 
graphed by Felix Fonteyn on living models and in appropriate settings. The ‘models’ 
are distinguished on stage and screen, in society, broadcasting and letters, and on them 
the costumes appear to perfect advantage. The book does not pretend to be com- 
prehensive; its aim is to be representative. In the two chapters that precede the plates 
the author discusses the incentives of fashion and fashion in practice during the two 
centuries. It is a book that anybody interested in English costume would be delighted 
to possess. (391.2) 


GALLERY OF FASHION, I 790-1822, FROM PLATES BY HEIDELOFF 
AND ACKERMANN. Introduction by Sacheverell Sitwell. Batsford, 6s.6d. 
C4. 12 pages. 16 colour plates. Notes on the plates. (Batsford Colour Books) 

A further volume in an attractive series reproducing examples of the finest colour 

illustration which appeared either in books or individual prints in the eighteenth and 

early nineteenth centuries. The present volume, which is introduced by Sacheverell 

Sitwell, the general editor of the series, is a survey of fashion plate books during the 

first half of the nineteenth century illustrated with reproductions from two notable 

collections—Heideloff’s rare Gallery of Fashion, 1794-1802, and the better known 

Ackermann’s Repository of Arts, 1809-28. Mr. Sitwell describes the Gallery of Fashion 

as ‘one of the finest and . . . greatest of coloured costume books’. The plates portray 

English fashions for women during the French Revolution period, the white fabrics of 

the dresses being delicately heightened by the use of colour and gold or metallic paint. 

The Notes on the Plates have been written by Doris Langley Moore, a well-known 

collector of costumes. (391.2) 
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Beliefs 
POPULAR FALLACIES. A Book of Common Errors, explained and corrected 
with copious references to authorities. A. S. E. Ackermann. 4th edition. 
Old Westminster Press, 30s. sR8. 700 pages. 
This work first appeared in 1907, and the third edition, considerably enlarged, in 1923, 
while the present edition contains 800 more entries arranged in twenty-seven sections. 
There are over two thousand items dealing with mistaken beliefs prevalent in Britain 
concerning food, history, law, literature, marriage, weather, etc. The book is intro- 
duced by Sir Richard Gregory, President of the British Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, 1940-6. A. S. E. Ackermann is an engineer and the author of several 
books, including The Physical Properties of Clay and Utilisation of Solar Energy. The 
book is distributed for the publishers by Simpkin Marshall. (398.3) 


PHILOLOGY 


THE USE OF ENGLISH. Being a Primer of Direct English. B. Ifor Evans. 
Staples Press, 7s.6d. C8. 156 pages. 

The Principal of Queen Mary College, University of London, who is the author of a 

number of works of criticism and literary history, here offers a practical work of 

value particularly to those in business, administration and the professions whose work 

requires clear and concise writing. By the use of Direct English many memoranda can 

be reduced by a third or even a half. This book shows how it can be done. (420.2) 


PURE SCIENCE 


THE POWER AND LIMITS OF SCIENCE. A Philosophical Study. E. F. 
Caldin. Chapman & Hall, 12s.6d. D8. 205 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
This is a general survey, from a philosophical standpoint, of a wide variety of questions 
bearing on the status of modern science. Introductory chapters deal with the method 
and scope of the physical sciences and the kind of knowledge which may be gained 
from them. This is followed by a constructive view of the place which the author 
considers natural science should occupy in thought and human life. (sor) 


Algebra 

THE PRINCIPLES OF SYMMETRICAL COMPONENTS. An Introduction 
to the Elements of the Theory. Charles A. Grover. Classifax Publications 
(Manchester), 4s. D8. 44 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. 

In electro-technics, the three-phase system is of great practical importance: the method 

of symmetrical components affords fairly simple solutions of many problems. The 

method itself is mathematically simple, depending on simple properties of complex 

numbers, particularly the complex cube roots of unity. The author assumes know- 

ledge of the basic facts about complex numbers and develops the theory slowly and 

thoroughly, applying it to several practical examples. (512.84) 

Physics 

NATIONAL PHYSICAL LABORATORY: REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1947. 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. H.M. Stationery Office, 
1s.3d. sR8. 66 pages. Appendices. Index. Paper bound. 

The Report surveys the work of the laboratory in all its fields, and lists papers pub- 

lished by each Division and lectures given during the year. Researches of particular 
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interest are: in the Metallurgy Division the new method of “phase contrast’ has been 
introduced into the study of metal surfaces; in the Light Division much attention has 
been given to the study of a large interferometer obtained from Germany; in the 
Engineering Division the study of the creep and fatigue of materials at high tempera- 
tures has been given high priority as a subject of importance in connection with gas 
turbines; the Metrology and Electricity Divisions have given close attention to 
standards work; in the Radio Division a small group has been formed to examine 
industrial problems at first hand with a view to suggesting how electronic equipment 
can be employed in their solution; in the Physics Division there has been a marked 
increase of work on the protection of operatives against exposure to ionizing radia- 


tions. (530.72) 


ELECTRICITY IN THE SERVICE OF MAN. Sydney S. Starling. Revised 
edition by H. T. Gray. Longmans, Green, 12s.6d. D8. 265 pages. Illustra- 
tions. Index. 

The new edition of this book includes simple explanations of physical processes, 

application of recent developments in clectro-physics, and to a minor extent electrical 

engineering. Plates and diagrams help to elucidate the text. An historical background 
note will help the beginner to appreciate the importance of modern advances in this 


ficld. (537) 


COSMIC RAY PuHysIcs. D. J. C. Montgomery. Oxford University Press, 
27s.6d. M8. 378 pages. Illustrations. Index. 
This book provides a detailed survey at graduate level for those who wish to become 
research physicists in the experimental aspects of the subject. The first two chapters 
give a brief chronological account. Thereafter the principles underlying the operation 
of the major types of cosmic ray apparatus and the actual experimental methods are 
explained. Detailed and minutely referenced results are given under the chapter 
headings: Intensity of cosmic radiation; The hard component; The soft component; 
and Heavy particles in cosmic radiation. (537-53) 
Chemistry 
REPORT OF THE CHEMISTRY RESEARCH BOARD WITH THE REPORT 
OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE CHEMICAL RESEARCH LABORATORY 
FOR THE YEAR 1948. Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. sR8. 88 pages. 2 plates. 13. figures. 19 tables. 
Appendices. Paper bound. 
The main lines of research at present in progress at the Chemical Research Laboratory 
include the study of the corrosion of metals; high polymers and plastics; new tech- 
niques; less common elements including radio-active metals; high purification of 
organic compounds, particularly those derived from tar; organic intermediates con- 
taining isotopic carbon. The Report surveys the work done for the year 1948 and gives 
details of experiments carried out. Lists of Publications, Memoranda and Patents, 1948, 
and Lectures and Colloquia during 1948 are given in the appendices. (540.72) 


THE STORY OF ATOMIC ENERGY. Frederick Soddy. Nova Atlantis 
Publishing Co., 20s. D8. 144 pages. Illustrations. Index. 

Present knowledge about the structure of the atom makes it hard for us to realize that 

the memory of older scientists goes back to the days when no one had suggested the 

presence of a massive nucleus, and when ‘atomic number’ was a meaningless phrase. 
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Professor Soddy was one of the pioneers in radio-activity, and a joint discoverer of the 
displacement law which first put scientists on the track which has led continuously on 
to recent discoveries in this field. His book is of a descriptive and historical character 
which gives very clearly, and with a minimum of technicalities, an account of our 
present knowledge of the atom, including the quantum laws which rule in that 
domain. The information has previously appeared in Engineering between 3 March 
1947 and 14 May 1948. (541.2) 


ELEMENTS OF ELECTRONICS. G. Windred. Chapman & Hall, 15s. D8. 
197 pages. 6 plates. 100 figures. Bibliographies. Index. 


This is a survey of the fundamentals of electronics and their principal applications. 
Their development is traced from the time of their discovery in a descriptive and non- 
mathematical manner, but some knowledge of physics and engineering is assumed. 
The book will be suitable for research workers in other fields and as a first introduction 
for students. A short annotated bibliography is provided at the end of each chapter. 


(541.2) 
PRACTICAL ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. J. J. Sudborough and T. Campbell 
James. 2nd edition. Blackie, 15s. C8. 464 pages. Illustrations. Index. 


This work, first issued in 1949, is a practical laboratory textbook, designed for 
students commencing organic chemistry, and consists in the main of a series of graded 
experiments in the preparation of organic compounds. (547) 


Anthropology 


THE COMING OF THE MAORI. Te Rangi Hiroa. Sir Peter Buck. Maori 
Purposes Fund Board (Wellington, New Zealand), 30s. R8. 548 pages. 24 
plates. Bibliography. Index. 


This work is a systematic treatise on primitive Maori culture presented from the point 
of view of its Polynesian affinities and possible origins. The first section deals with the 
coming of the Maori to New Zealand and in itself is an expansion of a lecture de- 
livered at the Cawthron Institute in 1925, the published title of which has been retained 
in this book. The second and largest section deals with material culture, on separate 
aspects of which the author has written widely. The third section treats of social 
organization and the last religion. Problems of culture contact are discussed against the 
author’s early background as Director of Maori Hygiene and Minister representing 
the Maori race. Now, as Director of the Bishop Museum, Sir Peter Buck is the leading 
authority on Polynesian anthropology. The book is the most up-to-date work on 
Maori culture available, replacing the now out of print The Maori by Elsdon Best 
published twenty-five years ago. ($72.9931) 


Biochemistry 
DYNAMIC ASPECTS OF BIOCHEMISTRY. Ernest Baldwin. Cambridge 
University Press, 21s. M8. 457 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

This is the first advanced textbook to summarize the latest work on enzymes and 
intermediary metabolism from the modern viewpoint. Emphasisis, as the title suggests, 
upon reactions occurring in normal tissues rather than upon the medical aspects of the 
subject which are fairly well dealt with in numerous textbooks. At the same time the 
book should be of great interest to a wide section of medical men who have an interest 
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in the application to their own subject of modern advances in Biochemistry but who 
do not have time to keep up with the enormous output of literature on this branch. 
(574.19) 
AN INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE BIOCHEMISTRY. Ernest 
Baldwin. 3rd edition, revised and enlarged. Cambridge University Press, 
7s.6d. C8. 164 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
This book and M. Florkin’s Biochemical Evolution (Academic Press, New York, 1949) 
share the distinction of being the only two available texts on the subject. The fact that 
it has now reached its third edition after twelve years, during which revision was im- 
possible, is some measure of its popularity and importance. It treats biochemical 
phenomena from an evolutionary point of view, comparing and contrasting the 
various chemical and physiological devices which have enabled various groups of 
animals to overcome the exigencies of their environment. The author is a distin- 
guished member of the Hopkins School of Biochemistry in Cambridge. —_ (574.19) 


HEAVY METAL PROSTETIC GROUPS AND ENZYME ACTION. Otto 
Warburg. Translated from the German by A. Lawson. Oxford University 
Press, 18s. D8. 242 pages. 

The title of this monograph is perhaps somewhat misleading since nine-tenths of the 

text deals only with iron containing proteins. However, this does not detract from its 

importance as a connected account of the great German biochemist’s fundamental 
contributions to the subject of cellular respiration. Although some of the work is now 
rather old, it yet remains as an outstanding example of biochemical technique. The 
effect of cyanide and carbon monoxide on respiration is dealt with at length and there 
is some mention of copper enzyme and a short chapter on photosynthetic quotients. 

(574-19) 

Zoology 

WONDERS OF THE GREAT BARRIER REEF. T. C. Roughley. Reprint. 
Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 21s. sR8. 282 pages. $2 natural- 
colour photographs. Map. Glossary. Index. 

This book was first published in 1936. Describing animal life on one of the great 

natural wonders of the world, it is written in a popular style and distinguished for its 

beautiful colour illustrations. Mr. Roughley is President of the Royal Zoological 

Society of New South Wales and well known as the author of The Cult of the Golfdfish. 

(591.9943) 

INTRODUCING THE INSECT. F. A. Urquhart. Clarke, Irwin (Toronto, 
Canada), $5. sSuR8. 287 pages. Colour plates. Drawings in text. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. (General Reference Books) 

In this manual of the common and representative insects of the temperate zone, the 

author, Director and Curator of Entomology at the Royal Ontario Muscum of 

Zoology, encourages the layman to form his own collection of specimens. Informa- 

tion is presented concisely with a minimum of scientific terms and without con- 

descension. A key for classifying insects, evolved by Dr. Urquhart from his lectures at 
the University of Toronto, is an admirable feature of the book. Full colour plates and 
numerous drawings in the text are designed for maximum usefulness to the amateur 
collector. A chapter on collecting equipment and techniques and a list of reference 
books are included. (595-7) 
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BRITISH MOTHS AND THEIR HAUNTS. L. Hugh Newman. Foreword 
by Peter Scott. Edmund Ward (Leicester), 21s. sC4. 76 pages of text. 
150 photographs. Index of English and Latin names. 


This finely produced book is a companion, in general approach, to the same author’s 
Butterfly Haunts, published in 1948. Essentially popular in approach, it is in fact a 
vehicle for the presentation of a fine series of photographs, of individual moths found 
in Britain, and of landscapes and other scenic details, ty pical of the haunts in which 
they may be found. The number of species of moths found in Britain is so large that 
only a very small selection can be described in a book of this type, and these, not un- 
naturally, are the larger and more conspicuous, though by no means the most common 
species. A useful detail is the giving of scales of magnification for each moth illustrated. 

(595.781) 


THE HANDBOOK OF BRITISH BIRDS. H. F, Witherby, F.C. R. Jourdain, 
F. Ticehurst, and B. W. Tucker. 6th impression. Witherby, 5 vols. 140s. 
D8. Vol. I: 366 pages, 32 plates. Vol. II: 366 pages, 30 plates. Vol. III: 
397 pages, 39 plates. Vol. IV: 475 pages, 33 plates. Vol. V: 393 pages, 
22 plates. 
Long recognized as the standard work for the birds of a far greater area than the 
British Isles alone, this handbook is the successor to the same writers’ Handlist (1912) 
and Practical Handbook (1924). The species include all those recorded for the British 
Isles, even where only one or two individuals have occurred, and a very large number 
of American and Asiatic types are discussed, as well as virtually all those commonly 
occurring in other parts of Europe. Each is discussed under a number of headings: 
habitat, field-character, voice, courtship, food, breeding, distribution, etc., with 
numerous foreign as well as British references. Each colour plate illustrates, normally, 
four species, showing in most cases the juvenile plumage as well as that of both sexes 
in the adult. Other plates illustrate such special features as the ducks in flight, and the 
differences between closely allied species. Further important features are the charts 
showing the duration of song for the British species; a glossary; keys to the orders and 
sub-orders; and numerous maps. These volumes were first published between 1938 
and 1941 and all five were reprinted with revisions in 1943. Vol. V contains a list of 
the additions and corrections, and a systematic list, as well as English and scientific 
indexes for the whole work. It is safe to say that this work, already a classic, will 
continue to be the most important guide for the scientific ornithologist working on 
the birds of the whole of N.W. Europe. The tremendous range and scope of the text, 
the excellence of the illustrations and, perhaps most of all, the ve ry wide and careful 
documentation make it a work of reference without which no zoological library in 
any part of the world can be complete. (598.2942) 


> . . 

LONDON’S BIRDS. R. S. R. Fitter. Collins, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 256 pages. 

23 plates. Biographical appendix. Bibliography. Endpaper maps. Index. 
This most interesting and entertaining book will be of value to ornithologists and 
naturalists everywhere, as well as to those who are interested in the life, whether 
human or not, of any great city. London, with its many parks and open spaces, is 
still the home of a large number of species of wild birds—some, the pigeons, starlings 
and sparrows of the centre, are known to visitors from everywhere; others, the 
inhabitants of the outer parks, the commons and big suburban gardens, to only a few. 
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Here, their history, their habits and habitats and their possible future are expertly 
analysed and discussed. The book is well illustrated and charmingly written. It has an 
excellent bibliography, a good index, and two good maps. (598.29421) 


USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medicine 
GRAYS ANATOMY: DESCRIPTIVE AND APPLIED. Edited by T. B. 
Johnston and J. Whillis. 30th edition. Longmans, Green, 84s. sR8. 1,552 
pages. Plates. Illustrations (including 612 coloured plates and 48 X-ray 
plates). Diagrams. References. Index. 
The editors of this standard work are Professor Emeritus of Anatomy in the University 
of London and Professor of Anatomy, Guy’s Hospital Medical School, London, 
respectively, and were responsible for the 28th, 29th and now this the 3oth edition. 
In it the section on Surface Anatomy has been eliminated and this material has been 
transferred to other sections, saving sixty pages. The book as a whole has undergone 
careful revision, and a substantial portion of the text has been rewritten. This includes 
the section dealing with the Respiratory System; the Digestive System; the Anatomy 
of the Hand, and Embryology. The number of illustrations has been reduced but there 
are still 1,333 and many new ones replace old figures which had become worn out. 
The type has also been completely re-set and facilitates the reading of the text. (611.02) 


MEET YOURSELF AT THE DOCTOR’S. By Mass-Observation. Naldrett 
Press, 3s.6d. sC8. 70 pages. Drawings by Ronald Searle. 
After a spate of publications on the organization of the National Health Service, 
administration, law, the first year’s working, and finances, this attempt to evaluate the 
reactions of men and women of all classes is illuminating and amusing. There are 
comments before and after the National Health Service, the comparison of the points 
of view of Drs. D. and Y., the inside story of the doctor’s day, conversations heard in 
the waiting room and inside the surgery, the attitude of mothers to the infant welfare 
service and the protests of those who still prefer such alternatives to state medicine as 
osteopathy and Christian Science. Against evidence of overwork and waste of time 
and money has to be set a woman’s comment, ‘It’s everything to a mother to know 
that you can call the doctor even when you haven’t the money ready’. Written with 
serious intention the text and conversations present a well-balanced assessment of 
human reactions to which Ronald Searle’s illustrations add gaiety. (614.2009) 


TUBERCULOSIS. A Global Study in Social Pathology. John B. McDougall. 


Livingstone, 32s.6d. sSuR8. 463 pages. Tables. Charts. References. Index. 
In his preface in this book the author, World Health Organization tuberculosis 
investigator, describes his object as being, first, to present information on the epi- 
demiology of tuberculosis, on infection, morbidity and mortality, and second, to 
analyse the factors now considered as influencing the incidence and severity of the 
disease in communities. A survey of mortality rates and other data concerning tuber- 
culosis is conveniently arranged by country within continental groups, although the 
author stresses that in only just over thirty countries in the world can reliance be placed 
on official statistics in estimating the extent and severity of the problem. He pleads for 
the adoption of a standardized form of recording basic data to facilitate local control 
and international comparison of important aspects of the disease and describes in detail 
the data necessary. From unrivalled experience he gives information on epidemio- 
logical investigation within a community and summarizes environmental factors 


172 








ere 





associated with the causation of the disease. Finally there is a review of the organiza- 
tion of tuberculosis services throughout the world and the book concludes with an 
evaluation of the problem. (614.542) 


Veterinary Medicine 
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE DISEASES OF ANIMALS 
ACTS FOR THE YEARS 1938 TO 1947. Ministry of Agriculture and 


Fisheries. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. sR8. 108 pages. 16 tables. Appendices 
(including 17 tables). Paper bound. 


Part I of this report deals with Incidence of Certain Contagious Animal Diseases in 
Great Britain during the years 1938 to 1947 and covers foot-and-mouth disease, swine 
fever, swine erysipelas, sheep scab, anthrax, parasitic mange in equine animals, Warble 
Fly (Dressing of Cattle) Order of 1936, and poultry; Part II, Duties under Part IV of 
the Agriculture Act, 1937; Part III, Regulations for the Prevention of the Introduction 
and Spread of Disease, covering the importation of animals, of therapeutic substances 
and of foreign hay and straw; Part IV, Protection of Animals during transit by Sca, 
Rail and Road, including the exportation of horses, asses and mules to the Continent 
of Europe; Part V, Certification of Exported Livestock, Animal Products and other 
Materials; Part VI, The Veterinary Laboratory; Part VII, The Veterinary Investiga- 
tion Service; Part VIII, The International Veterinary Bureau. Appendices give 
statistical tables, including a statement showing the number of outbreaks of certain 
contagious animal diseases in European countries during the years 1938-9. (619.0942) 


THE ANTIBODIES IN FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE. J. B. Brooksby for 
the Privy Council, Agricultural Research Council. H.M. Stationery Office, 


38.6d. sR8. 95 pages. 15 figures in text. Paper bound. (Agricultural Research 
Council Report Series No. 9) 


This study has been approached as a fundamental research in the immunology of 
foot-and-mouth disease, stimulated by the need for improvement in methods for the 
quantitative estimation of antibody. The results should be of value also in connection 
with the problems of passive immunity and the control of serum for therapeutic use. 
This research has produced information on the virus-serum relationship and made 
possible the more precise study of antibody levels, even below those hitherto regarded 
as the lowest detectable. The work is divided into two parts, dealing with (1) the 
measurement of antibody, together with the results obtained, so far, on the virus- 
serum relationship, and the application of the method to the study of the immune 
response in cattle; (2) the occurrence of the antibody in the serum fractions, and the 
partial purification, with the concentration of antibody. (619.2) 


Engineering 

THE ELECTRICAL ENGINEER'S REFERENCE BOOK. A Comprehensive 
Work of Reference, providing a Summary of Latest Practice in all Branches 
of Electrical Engineering. General editor: E. Molloy. 4th edition. George 
Newnes, 50s. C8. 2,168 pages. 2,000 diagrams. 250 photographs. Biblio- 
graphies. Index. 


This comprehensive reference work, which contains information contributed by 
sixty-two specialists, covers the generation, transmission, and utilization of electricity 
for purposes other than telecommunications. Many recent developments are noted, 
and the forty-page bibliography includes articles published early in 1949. Each of the 
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thirty-two sections of the book has been revised and one section is devoted entirely 
to a survey of modern developments based on communications from manufacturers. 
A table of supply data for the various districts of Great Britain and the chief cities of the 
world concludes the work. (621.3) 


RADIO AERIALS. E. B. Moullin. Oxford University Press, 50s. R8. 525 pages. 
4 plates. Figures. Tables. Index. (International Monographs on Radio) 
The author, a Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge, and Professor of Electrical 
Engineering in the University, begins by establishing Maxwell’s equations and the 
Lorentz retarded potentials. This is followed by the development of complete solu- 
tions for problems such as a circular tube of axially or circumferentially flowing alter- 
nating current. One of the main purposes of this treatise is to show how to calculate the 
fields which arise from stated distributions of charge and current situated at the source. 
Fields due to current filaments associated with conducting, planes, half planes, and 
cylinders, are extensively analysed in terms of Bessel functions. There is an extensive 
section on experimental investigation and appreciation of results based on the author’s 
research experiences. (621.384135) 
FREQUENCY MODULATION ENGINEERING. Christopher E. Tibbs. Fore- 
word by Leslie H. Bedford. Chapman & Hall, 28s. D8. 320 pages. 172 figures, 
Bibliographies. Index. 
Assuming the reader has a reasonable knowledge of amplitude modulation technique, 
the book serves as a good introduction to most aspects of frequency modulation. In 
addition to the chapters on the theory of frequency modulation and the effects of 
noise and interference, those on transmitters and receivers give a good review of 
current wide-band frequency modulation practice. A chapter on V.H.F. propagation 
is included. There is a good bibliography at the end of each chapter. (621.384152) 
IN THE WORKSHOP. Vol. I. ‘Duplex’. Percival Marshall, 8s.6d. C8. 186 
pages. 127 figures. Index. 
This is the first of a series of volumes, and comprises a selection of articles from The 
Model Engineer dealing with the use of the lathe and its accessories. The book is suitable 


for the amateur machinist, and describes how various accessories can be made in a 
workshop of limited resources. (621.94) 


GARDEN RAILWAYS. R. E. Tustin. Percival Marshall, 10s.6d. D8. 110 pages. 
Illustrations. Index. 

This is a practical guide to the construction and layout of small garden railways up to 

24-inch gauge, which amateurs should find most helpful. The advantages and dis- 

advantages of the various gauges, and of the various forms of traction are fairly dis- 

cussed. There must be a limited number of people who are in a position to install 

garden railways, but the book will appeal to all model railway enthusiasts. (625.19) 


REPORT OF THE WATER POLLUTION RESEARCH BOARD WITH THE 
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF WATER POLLUTION RESEARCH 
FOR THE YEAR 1948. Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.3d. sR8. 60 pages. 13 figures. 25 tables. Appen- 
dices. Paper bound. 

Following the Board’s report of progress during the year and future plans, the 

Director's report deals with Water, covering the softening of water by aeration, and 

the re-use of sea-water for the cleansing of shellfish; Sewage, covering biological 
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filtration, filtration of sewage effluent through sand and through anthracite, and the 
destruction of bacteria in sewage and other liquids by chlorination; Industrial Waste 
Waters, dealing with the processing of sisal, coffee and grain, manufacture of cider, 
pickling of steel, and waste waters containing cyanide. In the section Polluting Effects 
of Sewage and Industrial Waste the possible effects of discharge of alkaline sludge to 
the estuary of the River Mersey is discussed. An appendix gives a list of publications 
during 1948 arising out of the work of the Water Pollution Research Board. 
(628.54) 
Aeronautics 
THEORETICAL ASPECTS OF PRESSURE-PATTERN FLYING. Compiled 
by J. S. Sawyer for the Air Ministry: Meteorological Office. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 1s.3d. sR8. 66 pages. 24 figures. Appendices. Bibliography. Paper 
bound. (Meteorological Reports No. 3 [3rd number of Vol. I]) 
The purpose of this memorandum is to describe and review critically the various 
techniques of pressure-pattern flying, and thus to provide the meteorologist with a 
basis for advice to the air navigator who is applying these methods. The air navigator 
who wishes to go more deeply into the subject than required for routine application 
of the methods of pressure-pattern flying may also find some of the meteorological 
information of value. The various techniques: (a) methods of obtaining drift and 
pressure-position lines from altimeter observations; (b) single-heading flight; (c) pre- 
flight planning to obtain the minimum time of flight and avoid bad weather; (d) the 
use, either on the ground or in the air, of pressure observations made during flight in 
order to improve the intended course in respect of the duration of the flight and 
weather, are described, together with the errors and limitations to which each is 
subject. (629.13252) 


THE OBSERVER’S BOOK OF AIRCRAFT. Joseph Lawrence. New edition. 
Frederick Warne, 4s. sPott. 8. 248 pages. 370 illustrations. Index. 

This little book constitutes an extremely valuable aid for the rapid recognition of 

modern aircraft and a useful reference work. The many photographs and silhouette 

illustrations are very clear and there is a good index. (629.1333) 


Agriculture Rural Life 
THE COUNTRY HEART. H. E. Bates. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 1C8. 239 
pages. Drawings by John Minton. 

Mr. Bates writes of country matters with a skill and understanding that not many can 
match. The Country Heart contains the revised and amended text of two earlier books, 
O! More than Happy Countryman and The Heart of the Country, which have been long 
out of print. In them he records ‘those little things, personal, trivial, dear in recollec- 
tion’ that are perhaps among the ‘unannihilated little that is left to us that we share with 
the centuries’. Observations of country life and character are mingled with delightful 
descriptions of the sudden outbreak of spring, the satisfaction of a day’s fishing, a 
winter of continuous snow, and with more serious dissertations upon the importance 
of the parish council, the disintegration of country life accelerated by the war, the 
importance of the people who inhabit the country, the English tradition. An epilogue 
speculates about the future, stressing the necessity for a healthy agriculture as one of 
the foundations of a healthy national life and welcoming the fusion of town and 
countryside as good for both. The book is attractively illustrated by the well-known 
artist, John Minton. (630.1) 
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BY MOONSTONE CREEK. Kenneth McNeill Wells. Dent (Toronto, Canada), 
$3.75. ID8. 280 pages. 8 photographs. Wood-engravings. 
Several years ago, Mr. Wells and his wife left Toronto, and went to live on a farm in 
the northern part of Ontario. Their early experiences were told in The Owl Pen, an 
outstanding Canadian best-seller. Some two years later, By Moonstone Creek describes 
their life as fully fledged farmers, complete with bees, goats, poultry, dogs, and cats, 
Their intimate relationship with the animals makes pleasant reading as do their contacts 
with nature. Two neighbours, Farmer Tom and Farmer Jim, and their tall tales, add 
colour and humour, in addition to providing Mr. Wells with many legends of the 
Ontario farming country. It is a leisurely, pleasant book, and the excellent wood- 
engravings by Mrs. Wells (Lucille Oille) are more than casual decorations, for they 
portray most characteristically the beauty of the Ontario country scenes. (630.1) 


THE FARMER AND STOCKBREEDER YEARBOOK, 1950. A Book of 
Reference for Farmers and all connected with Agriculture. 74th year of 
publication. Farmer & Stockbreeder, 7s.6d. D8. 372 pages, including 64 pages 
of illustrations. Indexes. 


This excellent publication, enlarged and revised for 1950, contains a wealth of informa- 
tion on all matters concerned with agriculture in Great Britain, as well as abroad. The 
main articles in particular have this year a very broad approach to the subject, covering 
such matters as the general problem of feeding the world’s rising population; the use 
of artificial insemination; problems set by ley-farming; and income tax and the small 
farmer. In addition to these and other articles, there is a fine section, ‘The Pedigree 
Year in Pictures’, which gives a view of the best British livestock; and the usual large 
reference section which is, for those overseas, a complete guide to every sort of agri- 
cultural organization in Britain. Not least among the advantages of this book for the 
overseas agriculturist are the advertisements, which give a complete picture of the 
British agricultural machinery industry, as well as of many other facets of agriculture 
from seed-growing to the purchase of pedigree livestock. (630.58) 


BOTH SIDES OF THE ROAD. Sydney Rogerson and Charles Tunnicliffe. 
Collins, 21s. Imp.8. Many illustrations (23 in colour). 183 pages. Index. 
This beautiful book, the result of a partnership already seen in Our Bird Book, will 
appeal to all those everywhere who are in any way interested in the land; its informa- 
tion will be valued by old and young, tiro and expert alike. Here the whole story of 
farming, as now carried on in Britain, is lucidly told, and the illustrations are as much 
a part of the book as the text. Their simple and realistic style, whether showing the 
general scenes and beasts of the farm or the details of agricultural techniques and 
machines, is ideal for the subject. Despite its large format the book is easy to handle 
and pleasant to read, and it is exceptionally good to look at. It should be as popular in 
many communities overseas as it certainly will be in Britain. (631) 


FARM MACHINERY. C. Culpin. 3rd edition. Crosby Lockwood, 21s. D8. 
$60 pages. Over 300 illustrations. Appendices. Index. 

The reappearance, in a new edition, of this standard book on its subject will be widely 

welcomed. Improvements include a complete rewriting of the chapters dealing with 

tractors, to bring them into line with modern improvements such as the hydraulic lift 

and the provision of a complete range of implements for use with each type. Design 

and development in machinery, however, move so fast now that the publisher can 
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hardly hope to keep up with every new idea, and it is in fact for much of its older 
material that the book will still be welcomed. No space has been wasted on long 
descriptions of the historical development of machinery, and the approach is from the 
first a straightforward and utilitarian one. Every type of machine is dealt with in turn 
and the numerous illustrations give a really good idea of each implement, while they 
are supplemented with many good drawings and diagrams. Six appendices deal with 
such matters as the transmission and measurement of power, materials used in the 
construction of farm machinery, and the theory, care and maintenance of the internal 
combustion engine. For all its many pages, this is an easy book to use, and of a con- 
venient size for the busy agriculturist. (631.3) 


REPORT OF THE BRITISH AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY MISSION TO 
CANADA, 1949. Board of Trade. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. M8. $9 pages. 
9 plates. 
A mission of experts from the Agricultural Engineers Association and the British 
Agricultural Machinery Manufacturers Export Association in May-June 1949 
accepted an invitation from Canada to tour every Province to study Canadian farming 
methods and endeavour to expand the sale of British mechanical farming equipment. 
The report surveys all the types of machines in use, and also the problems facing British 
manufacturers selling on the Canadian market, particularly that of the supply of spare 
parts. (631.3003) 


THE SCIENCE AND PRACTICE OF GRASSLAND FARMING. H. I. Moore. 
Nelson, 8s.6d. C8. 172 pages. 21 plates. Index. (Nelson's Agriculture Series) 
Extremely topical, under present conditions, is this new addition to an excellent series. 
Dr. Moore, well known as the author of many books on farming, is head of the Seale- 
Hayne Agricultural College, Newton Abbot, $. Devon, and has a very wide experience 
of his subject. From the first, he emphasizes the importance of grass as the prime crop 
of British farms, and its enhanced value today, when the need for more feeding of 
livestock from home-grown materials is most pressing. The early chapters deal 
especially with British problems in relation to grass, but even they contain much of 
interest to overseas farmers; while those in which he deals with the establishment of 
leys, the economics of grass farming, conservation, seed production and other facets 
of grassland agronomy, will command a wide audience in every country in which 
cattle are reared, for whatever purpose. In discussing seeds and strains of grass, full 
credit is given to growers in N.W. Europe and the Dominions, and in these parts of 
the world this book will be especially welcome. (633.2) 


SUGAR BEET DISEASES. Raymond Hull for the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. sR8. 57 pages. $4 plates (16 in 
colour). 2 figures in text. Index. Paper bound. (Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries Bulletin No. 142) 

The information given in this bulletin on the recognition and control of sugar beet 

diseases has mostly been obtained during the course of experimental work carried out 

at the Field Station at Hackthorn, Lincoln, which is now under the administration of 

Rothamsted Experimental Station. The three sections of the bulletin deal with 

Seedling Diseases (Black Leg, acid soil injury, wind injury, frost injury, Strangles); 

Leaf Diseases, containing a key to yellowing and a discussion of virus and nutritional 

diseases, mildews, leaf spots, vascular diseases, weather injury, insect injury and 

genetical abnormalities; Root Diseases, giving notes on twenty-three types. (633.63) 
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GURJUN, APITONG, KERUING, KAPUR AND ALLIED TIMBERS, 
S. H. Clarke for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. 
Reprint. H.M. Stationery Office, 6d. sR8. 16 pages. Frontispiece. Map. Index. 
Paper bound. (Forest Products Research Records, No. 16: Timber Series, No. 5) 

This pamphlet (first published in 1937) deals briefly with a group of timbers which 

have become increasingly important to the wood-using industries of Britain. It is 

based on a study of the relevant scientific and technical literature of the countries in the 

eastern tropics concerned, and upon the examination of the timbers themselves. After a 

discussion of general characteristics it gives a classification of the timbers of Diptero- 

carpus; Dryobalanops; Shorea, Hopea and Vatica; and Balanocarpus, with trade name, 

locality, and characteristics of each. (634.973) 


DISEASES OF BULBS. W. C. Moore for the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. Reprint. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. sR8. 182 pages. $8 plates. 
Bibliography. Paper bound. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Bulletin 
No. 117) 

A summary of existing knowledge concerning the diseases of ‘bulbs’, designed to 

provide the grower with an account in popular language of the symptoms, spread, 

and control of each of the common diseases, and to furnish the plant pathologist and 
research worker with a guide to the literature on the more uncommon diseases and 
on the technical aspects of the subject. The bulbs dealt with are hyacinth, tulip, lily, 
and other Liliaceae; narcissus, snowdrop; gladiolus, iris, crocus, and other Iridaceae. 

In most cases a note on the history and geographical distribution of the disease is given. 

The bibliography contains over seven hundred entries and covers the literature of 

many countries. (635.928) 

Dogs 

DOGS: THEIR CARE AND TRAINING. C. R. Acton. Witherby, 10s.6d. 
L.Post 8. 192 pages. 8 illustrations and 12 drawings in the text by C. G. 
Ambler. Appendix. Glossary. Index. (The Sports and Pastimes Library) 

This is a popular guide to the keeping of dogs, designed for the general reader who has, 

or wishes to have, a dog and wants to know something about the subject. The breed- 

ing, training, and care of dogs of all types, and from every point of view, are 
thoroughly dealt with. The book is simply written and full of sound advice; the 
chapters on ailments of dogs, first aid and nursing will be especially welcome to 
many. Appendices give short notes on the various modern breeds; notes on the law 

as applied to dogs in Britain; and a useful glossary of technical terms. (636.7) 

Cookery 

COOK IT THE FRENCH WAY. Barbara Wilcox and Paul Vigoureux. Allan 
Wingate, 7s.6d. sC8. 135 pages. 

A collection of recipes contributed by French housewives and the chefs of well-known 

French hotels and restaurants. Substitutes are suggested for certain ingredients that 

may prove expensive or difficult to procure. French cooking is renowned the world 

over and the book contains many delicious dishes; the reader should be warned that 

a number of them take time to prepare. Following a specimen weekly menu, the book 

covers soups, hors d’ccuvres and salads, eggs, fish, poultry and game, meat and 

entrées, galantines, meatless dishes, vegetables, sweets, sauces, and a miscellaneous but 

important section on basic materials such as batter, stock, bouquet garni, etc. There is a 

note on pressure-cooking. (641.5944) 
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International Copyright 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION REVISING THE BERNE CONVENTION 
FOR THE PROTECTION OF LITERARY AND ARTISTIC WORKS. 
Signed on 9 September 1886, completed at Paris, 4 May 1896; revised at 
Berlin, 13 November 1908, completed at Berne, 20 March 1914, and 
revised at Rome, 2 June 1928. Brussels, 26 June 1948. Presented by the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to Parliament. H.M. Stationery Office, 
6d. sR8. 30 pages. Paper bound. (Miscellaneous No. 15 (1949): Command 
Paper 7815) 
The text in English and French of the Convention signed in Brussels, 26 June 1948, by 
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, India, Ireland, Italy, Lebanon, Liechtenstein, 
Luxembourg, Monaco, Morocco, New Zealand, the Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, 
Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tunis, the Union of South 
Africa, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Vatican City and 
Yugoslavia. These countries constitute a Union for the protection of the rights of 
authors over their literary and artistic works, which shall include every production in 
the literary, scientific and artistic domain, whatever may be the mode or form of its 
expression. This Convention has not been ratified by the Government of the United 
Kingdom. (655.63) 
Selling 
DISTRIBUTIVE TRADING. An Economic Analysis. Margaret Hall. Hutchin- 
son, 7s.6d. C8. 203 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson’s University 
Library) 
The aim of this book is to provide the reader with the minimum theoretical apparatus 
and the maximum of available data concerning distribution, Great Britain’s largest 
industry. The author, a Fellow of Somerville College, remarks that shopping has 
become one of the nation’s most time-consuming and distasteful occupations. Her 
argument, borne out by her study of wholesale and retail distribution, advertising, 
resale price maintenance and trade association, is that it would be wrong to attribute 
this state of affairs entirely or largely to post-war shortages. (658.8) 


Chemic Technology 


CANNING TECHNOLOGY. A.J. Howard. Foreword by Sir Jack Drummond. 
Churchill, 30s. R8. 287 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
It is expected that this excellently produced volume will become a standard textbook 
both for canners and for food scientists. It is believed that it is the only book published 
in Britain dealing solely with the canning of all types of food and it displays clarity of 
exposition whether dealing with such matters as factory layout or with the com- 
plicated scientific problems connected with corrosion of cans. The author has had long 
practical experience in the field of canning technology. (664.8) 


PAINTS. Technical Information and Documents Unit, Board of Trade. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. sR8. 74 pages. Diagrams. (Selected Government 
Research Reports Vol. 2) 


The eight reports collected in this volume have been published primarily for the bene- 
fit of British industry and have been selected from research work carried out under the 
direction of the Ministries of Supply and Aircraft Production, now combined as the 
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Ministry of Supply. They comprise: Extraction and Uses of Blood Albumen; The 
Viscosity of Paints and Suspensions; Temperature Sensitive Paints; The Effect of 
Surface Treatment of Brass and Yellow Metals on the Adhesion of Paint Films, with 
Special Reference to the Painting of Optical Equipment; Tests on some Special Base 
Paints for the Protection of Magnesium Alloys; Ground Flax Shives as a Substrate for 
Pigment Dyestuffs; The Effect of Heating on the Corrosion Resistance of Chromate 
Treated and Painted Magnesium Alloy Castings; Tests on Phenyl Mercury Acetate as 
a Fungicide in Paints for the Protection of Magnesium Alloys. (667.6) 


Metallurgy 
METALS AND ALLOYS. sth edition, revised. Louis Cassier: Iliffe, 15s. D8. 
214 pages. 

The fourth edition of this publication, issued in 1941, contained about 3,700 composi- 
tions. The present contains 4,600, and a great many of the compositions listed pre- 
viously have been rejected. The alloys covered are non-ferrous, being limited to those 
containing not more than fifty per cent of iron. The preface indicates exactly accord- 
ing to what principle the entries have been arranged. As the number of industrial 
alloys, already legion, is continually increasing the compendium should be a useful 
tool to workers in this field. (669) 


Textile Manufactures 
THE THEORY OF FLAX SPINNING. A. V. Pringle. H. R. Carter Publica- 


tions (Belfast, Northern Ireland), 15s. D4. 88 pages. Over 90 photographs 
and drawings. Index. 


The Theory of Flax Spinning, written primarily for first- and second-year students, will 
be of value as a reference book to spinners of much wider experience. The book gives 
a general description of all the processes involved from the cultivation of flax to the 
finished yarn or thread, and also touches on inspecting, testing, packing and despatch, 
and mill management. The subject is treated more from a practical than a theoretical 
point of view. The text is set out in a clear crisp style, with many subheadings, which 
make for easy reading and reference. There are many excellent diagrams and illustra- 
tions and a good index. (677.11) 


Plumbing Heating 


NEWNES PLUMBERS POCKET BOOK. Edited by W. J. Woolgar. George 
Newnes, 5s. 34 X 5 inches. 192 pages. Diagrams. 


This volume is a pocket-size compendium of information on plumbing in all its 
branches. The first section deals with pipework, and includes details of jointing 
methods for all types of pipes, and clear instructions for tackling the problems of 
various types of bends. The sections on hot- and cold-water supply give information 
on quantities, sizing and capacity of pipes and on ancillary equipment such as pumps, 
water softeners, and boilers. The section on drainage deals with soil and vent pipes and 
wastes, for both the one- and two-pipe systems, and with storm water gullies and 
drains. Other sections deal with glazing (which is sometimes carried out by plumbers), 
and with plumbers’ tools. Throughout the book, extracts are given from the relevant 
British Standards and from model bye-laws and other regulations. Plumbers and 
architects alike will find this little volume very useful for quick reference, which is 


facilitated by the very complete index. (696.1) 
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HOT WATER ENGINEERING. Written by leading Authorities and compiled 
under the general editorship of E. Molloy. 2nd edition, revised. George 
Newnes, 21s. M8. 336 pages. Illustrations. Figures. Diagrams. Appendix. 
Indexes. 


The second and revised edition of a detailed book for hot water and installation 
engineers, and architects. It deals with the essential principles underlying the various 
types of modern hot water supply systems and is the combined work of a number of 
leading authorities. There is a generous provision of explanatory diagrams and illustra- 
tions, and an appendix lists the British Standards relating to the subject. The volume is 
well indexed, and there is a foreword by A. C. Pallot. (697.4) 


FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 


THE STORY OF ART. E.H.Gombrich. Phaidon Press, 21s. ISuR8. 462 pages. 
370 plates (21 in colour). List of illustrations. Note on Art Books. Index and 
Glossary. 


Dr. Gombrich has achieved in this book the difficult task of writing a universal history 
of art in one volume for non-specialists. His audience is intended to include boys and 
girls in their teens and adult readers “who feel in need of some first orientation in a 
strange and fascinating field’. The method adopted is to describe each development in 
artistic technique or expression in relation to its social and religious setting followed by 
specific examples which are in every case shown in the illustrations. Dr. Gombrich is 
to be congratulated on resisting one of the greatest temptations in writing art history— 
the habit of qualifying every general statement with numerous exceptions which 
usually spring into the specialist’s mind even as he writes. At the risk of over- 
simplification Dr. Gombrich has the courage to make his points in definite statements 
uncluttered with the usual ‘perhaps’ and ‘probably’. The illustrations are chosen as 
‘landmarks’ in the history of art; for this purpose the inclusion of many well-known, 
even ‘hackneyed’ masterpieces has been favoured rather than unfamiliar examples. A 
very useful note on art books for subsequent reading concludes this remarkably 
sustained achievement of popular exposition at its best. (709) 


Regional and City Planning 


CITIES IN EVOLUTION. Patrick Geddes. New edition revised and edited 
by The Outlook Tower Association (Edinburgh) and The Association for 
Planning and Regional Reconstruction. Williams & Norgate, 18s. D8. 
272 pages. 32 pages of illustrations. Appendices. Index. 


Sir Patrick Geddes is the acknowledged and revered father of the social theories that 
have most influenced town planners of the present generation. It was therefore high 
time that this book, first published in 1915, long unobtainable, and his only major 
printed work, should reappear. Certain passages of interest only to readers of thirty 
years ago have been omitted from the new version and an illustrated section devoted 
to the celebrated Cities Exhibition has been added. Appendices include explanations 
of the Geddes diagrams, the author’s final lecture from the Professorial Chair of 
Botany in the University of Dundee, and a brief biography. (711.01) 
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ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF THE LAW OF PLANNING, COMPULSORY 
PURCHASE AND COMPENSATION. General Editor: E. J. Rimmer. 
2 vols. Vol. 1: PLANNING, by Desmond Heap. Vol. 2: comPULSORY 
PURCHASE AND COMPENSATION, by R. D. Stewart Brown. Sweet & 
Maxwell, 137s.6d. SuR8. 1,670 and 1,088 pages. Tables. Indexes. Loose- 
leaf, with binders. 


As a result of the passing of the Town and Country Planning Act of 1947 the whole 
conception of land ownership in England and Wales has changed. Owners may no 
longer profit by the benefits of increased values arising out of development of their 
property. It is the State which now enjoys the increases in value. Planning is also con- 
trolled by local authorities who may take steps to prevent undesirable development 
and who possess wide powers of compulsory purchase of land for which compensation 
is payable. The whole subject is one of great social importance and the Act of 1947 with 
earlier and later legislation and the resulting mass of orders and regulations make it 
difficult to understand and administer. This encyclopedia is the first really compre- 
hensive work on a matter subject to frequent change by statute, regulation and judicial 
decision and its issue in loose-leaf form will enable it to be kept up to date as required. 
It contains general statements of the law relating to town and country planning and to 
compulsory purchase and compensation, the statutes, rules and orders, ministerial 
circulars and information and the practice of the Central Land Board. Both Desmond 
Heap and R. D. Stewart Brown are barristers-at-law and experts in the subject. 
(711.172) 
Landscape Gardening 
FLOWERS THAT BLOOM IN SPRING. FLOWERS THAT BLOOM IN 
SUMMER. FLOWERS THAT BLOOM IN AUTUMN. FLOWERS THAT 
BLOOM IN WINTER. Audrey Wynne Hatfield. Castle Press, 2s.6d. each. 


D8. 40 pages. 32 coloured illustrations. Paper bound. (Seasonal Flower 
Books 1-4) 


These four charming books are designed to make a complete series of common or 
interesting garden flowers. Each comprises an introductory essay, followed by thirty- 
two pages of text, on each of which one species is illustrated and described. The illus- 
trations, in very simple line with the flowers alone coloured in a single wash, are most 
attractive, and beautifully drawn, while the general lay-out and presentation of these 
books is of a very high standard. The whole, illustrations and text, show that Miss 
Hatfield is a notable new name to add to the long list of those gardeners and botanists 
who illustrate their own work. The four volumes are designed especially as gifts and 
are obtainable in a single folder; later, the whole of the material will appear as a single 
bound volume. (716.2) 


Architecture 

ARCHITECT'S YEAR BOOK: 3. Edited by Jane B. Drew and Trevor 
Dannatt. Paul Elek, 35s. sC4. 256 pages. 215 illustrations and diagrams. 
Index. 

Critics, historians, engineers, and practising architects from many countries con- 

tribute to this ably edited and attractively presented book, which is essentially pro- 


gressive, contemporary and international in spirit. In addition to articles, wholly or 
partly concerned with various aspects of architecture and the visual arts, a selection of 
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interesting current work is illustrated. This is a book for the architect who is seriously 
concerned with the creation of a sane twentieth-century architecture and for the lay- 
man alive to his own responsibilities in this vitally important matter. (720.58) 


CLARENCE HOUSE. The Home of Her Royal Highness The Princess 
Elizabeth, Duchess of Edinburgh, and of His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Edinburgh, x.c. Christopher Hussey. Country Life, 21s. D4. 136 pages. 
7 colour plates. 60 photographs. 


Clarence House, adjoining St. James’s Palace, has increased in interest to visitors to 
London since it became the official residence of Their Royal Highnesses, Princess 
Elizabeth and Prince Philip. It has a long history and this handsome volume gives an 
account of it from its origins to the present day. It describes the principal rooms and 
their contents as they are now, and is illustrated with superb photographs of the 
exterior and interior, the furniture and the pictures. To future generations it will 
represent mid-century standards of refinement in furnishing and interior decoration. 
The author is a leading authority on domestic architecture. (728.309421) 


Porcelain 
NEW HALL PORCELAIN. George Eyre Stringer. drt Trade Press, 428. C4. 
136 pages. 39 plates. Coloured frontispiece. Appendices. Index. 


‘New Hall’ porcelain was made in the Staffordshire factory of Shelton between 
1781-1830. It is distinguished from the more showy productions of the Worcester, 
Derby, and Nantgarw factories by its delicate floral borders, chintz-like sprig patterns 
and freshness of colour almost suggestive of peasant art. In this important monograph 
G. E. Stringer, who is a practising potter and one of the principals of the present New 
Hall Company, Ltd., has produced a standard work on a notable Staffordshire factory 
about which little has previously been written. The book is in two parts: the first 
eleven chapters, dealing with the documentary history of the New Hall Company, 
represent the fruits of five years’ intensive research among archives and minute books. 
Historians of ceramic art will find this section a permanent source of detailed informa- 
tion. Chapter 12, which occupies more than half of the book, is a catalogue of porce- 
lain manufactured at New Hall from 1781-1830 which now constitutes the Works 
Collection. Each plate, containing three or more photographs of different pieces, is 
given a lengthy commentary. This catalogue is a valuable reference book for con- 
noisseurs, dealers in ceramics, collectors and museum curators who need to study and 
classify the different patterns produced by the New Hall Company during the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth century. (738.27) 


Drawing 

ROWLANDSON DRAWINGS. Edited and introduced by Adrian Bury. 
Avalon Press, 25s. D4. 96 pages. 82 collotype plates. Descriptive notes to 
the illustrations. Bibliography. 

A representative selection containing both familiar ‘classics’ (e.g. the ‘Staircase at 

Somerset House’) and many hitherto unpublished drawings by Thomas Rowlandson 

(1756-1827), an artist famous for his satirical, boisterous interpretations of English life 

during the late Georgian and Regency periods. The editor has been concerned to 


emphasize the draughtsman rather than the caricaturist in this volume which shows 
Rowlandson in his tender, sentimental and topographical moods as well as in his role of 
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genial commentator on social life. There is a short introductory essay, detailed descrip- 
tive notes which considerably enhance appreciation of the circumstances and stories of 
many of the plates and a bibliography of fifty items. Adrian Bury is a well-known 
expert on water-colour painting, both as a practitioner and as a writer. (741.91) 


THE DRAWINGS OF HENRY FUSELI. Paul Ganz. Translated from the 
German by F. B. Aikin-Allen. Foreword by John Piper. Max Parrish, 42s. 


1M4. 79 pages. 106 plates. Illustrations in the text. Notes. Catalogue of 
Plates. 


A book on Henry Fuseli (1741-1825) has long been wanted and this collection of his 
drawings, chosen and introduced by the eminent Swiss art historian Professor Ganz, 
fills an important gap in the history of English romantic art. Though Fuseli was born 
in Switzerland he settled early in life in England where he became a Royal Academician 
exercising far-reaching influence both as an artist and as a teacher. In the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth century Fuseli’s work was generally dismissed as a freakish curiosity 
but his highly personal interpretation of the “grandiose and sublime’ in a dreamlike 
intensity of vision (“one of the most unexplored regions of art is dreams’ was one of his 
aphorisms) has led to a swift revival of interest in the last decade. The selection of 
drawings in this volume adequately illustrates some of the most typical features of 
Fuseli’s work—preoccupation with women’s coiffure, naked warriors, dramatic 
illustrations to the Bible, Dante, Milton, Goethe, and an obsession with violent move- 
ment or gesture. Professor Ganz, who has made a lifelong study of Fuseli’s work, 
writes with a penetrating, scholarly understanding of this extremely original artist. His 
essay is illustrated by several line drawings in the text and the book is introduced by a 
foreword from John Piper, one of today’s leading exponents of British romantic art, a 
movement which owes much to such precursors as Blake and Fuseli. (741.91) 


Design Decoration 
MODERN TEXTILE DESIGN AND PRODUCTION. R. H. Wright. National 
Trade Press, 42s. D8. 176 pages. 317 illustrations. Index. 

No one in any way concerned with the production of textiles will fail to be interested 
in this work. The author has had long practical experience as a weaver, salesman, 
producer and designer and his book is full of useful information with a particular 
appeal to young designers. Early chapters deal with technical aspects such as the use of 
colour and weaves, the finishes of fabrics, and the economics of design. Others empha- 
size artistic points and give information on studio practice, design styles and technique. 
Among the great variety of illustrations of design—both conventional and original— 
there are many in excellent colour, and young designers should find among the many 
examples of pleasing composition a good deal of inspiration. (745.52) 


THE BAYEUX TAPESTRY. Eric Maclagan. Reprint of 1945 edition, with 
revised colour plates by Thomas E. Griffits. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. sC8. 
32 pages of text. 8 colour plates. 81 black-and-white illustrations. Map. 
Bibliography. (King Penguin Books) 

A reprint of the revised edition (1945) of a notable book on the famous ‘Bayeux 

Tapestry’ which was made, probably in England c. 1080, as a record of the Norman 

Conquest of England in 1066. The introduction by Sir Eric Maclagan, formerly 

Director of the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, gives a concise, scholarly 

account of the history and iconography of the tapestry which is ‘our best authority for 
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the arms and armour of the period’. There is a useful note on books and articles for 
further reading, followed by plates of the entire tapestry in seventy-nine scenes. The 
Latin inscriptions in the tapestry have been translated under each photograph to pro- 
vide a continuous narrative. There is also a separate list of these inscriptions with the 
Latin contractions expanded. The remarkable colour plates, showing enlarged details 
from the black-and-white plates, are not photographs but original lithographic 
drawings by Thomas E. Griffits, an expert in colour printing. In this reprint they have 
been checked directly with the original tapestry at Bayeux, which was not possible 
when the book was first published in 1943. A number of corrections have been made, 


notably in the colouring of the blues and greens and in the rendering of the background 
texture of coarse linen. (746.3) 


Painting 

THE TECHNIQUE OF COLOUR MIXING. Leonard Richmond. Pitman, 
15s. C4. 80 pages. 8 colour plates. Diagrams in the text. 

A technical account, by a well-known painter and writer on art subjects, of the various 

techniques for blending oil and water-colours. The theory of colour harmony is also 

considered, the author stressing that a true colour sense is best developed by actually 


handling and mixing colours on the palette. There are eight tipped-in colour plates 
and detailed instructions for the art student to whom the book is addressed. (751.41) 


PRACTICAL PORTRAIT PAINTING. Frank Slater. Seeley Service, 25s. R8. 


183 pages. $2 plates (4 in colour). Diagrams in the text. Index. (New Art 
Library, Second Series, Vol. 19) 


Written by a professional portrait painter, this book ‘sets out to analyse the basic 
principles of a good portrait, and to give a detailed account of different techniques for 
pencil, charcoal and painting in oil’. Attention is also given to the history of portrait 
painting; works by Holbein, Titian, Van Dyck, Lawrence, Augustus John, Orpen, 
Sargent and others are reproduced with admirable brief captions. The author concen- 
trates mainly on technical and practical aspects of portrait painting in the latter part of 
the book, describes the division of work in the various ‘sittings’ and has something to 
say about painting children. Examples of his work in oils and crayons are illustrated. 


(757) 
JAMES PRYDE, 1866-1941. Derek Hudson. Constable, 21s. C4. 99 pages. 


45 plates (5 in colour). List of illustrations. Catalogue of Works and 
Owners. 


A compact, admirably illustrated account of the life and work of James Pryde (1866- 
1941), one of the most outstanding British artists active during the first three decades 
of the twentieth century. Mr. Hudson’s book follows the recent commemorative 
exhibition of Pryde’s paintings at the Tate Gallery, London, and is the first substantial 
record of his development. In his life Pryde displayed an easy-going Bohemianism; 
his paintings, admired by traditionalist and modernist alike, have a sense of atmosphere 
blended with an undercurrent of melancholy which Mr. Hudson describes in musical 
terms: “His pictures are tone-poems in which the tragic and mysterious predominate 
... I see him as the Delius of painting’. Attention is also given to Pryde’s work for the 
stage and to the poster designs in which he collaborated with his brother-in-law, the 
painter William Nicholson, under the signature of the ‘Beggarstaff brothers’. The 
catalogue of works and owners, admittedly not complete, is a useful feature of the 
book. (759.208) 
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ROGIER VAN DER WEYDEN: PIETA. Introduction by Willem Vogelsang. 


Longmans, Green, 12s.6d. IR4. 14 pages including 7 colour plates. (Form and 
Colour) 


The first book in a new series designed to demonstrate the style and technique of the 
great masters by a detailed examination of one of their most representative works, 
Each volume will have a frontispiece showing the complete picture, seven full-page 
colour plates of details and a critical commentary. The first artist to be discussed is 
Rogier Van der Weyden (1399-1464), one of the greatest painters of the fifteenth- 
century Flemish school. He is represented by the altar-piece known as the Pieta or 
Lamentation over the body of Christ at the foot of the Cross ; this painting is now inthe 
Mauritshuis Gallery, The Hague, Holland. The critical commentary by Professor 
Vogelsang, formerly Professor of Art at the University of Utrecht and an expert on 
medieval art, contains a sensitive description of each figure in the picture which enables 
the reader quickly to grasp the essential features of Van der Weyden’s style and tech- 
nique. The Christian drama is interpreted with tenderness and compassion; in the 
fine colour plates, which reproduce even the cracked surface texture of the original 
paint, Van der Weyden’s expressive faces (those of St. John and the Virgin Mary occur 
in several other of his paintings) can be carefully studied, together with such details 
as his delicately painted, finely poised hands. Of the eleven figures which appear in 
this great picture all but one are included in the detail colour plates; the book jacket 
should be preserved for the plate of St. Mary Magdalene (a characteristic Van der 
Weyden figure) which is not repeated in the book. (759.9493) 


Photography 
PETS BEFORE MY CAMERA. Adolf Morath. George Newnes, 30s. C4. 176 
pages. 152 photographs. Index. 

The author, a well-known photographer, deals here with a fascinating branch of 
photography with the object of arousing a greater interest in this somewhat neglected 
field of work. He is well aided by the illustrations which demonstrate the many 
possibilities that such work has to offer. Beginning with a discussion of pets as sitters, he 
goes on to deal with how and where to portray them, apparatus and material for pet 
photography, outdoor photography, photographing by artificial light, composition 
and grouping, and some technical problems, concluding with hints on colour photo- 
graphy and advice on photographing pets and people together. Each illustration is 
accompanied by technical details explaining the procedure and lighting arrangements 
adopted by the author. The book will make a strong appeal not only to photographers 
interested in this type of work but also to the animal lover, who will be charmed by 
the many delightful illustrations. (770.2 


PHOTOGRAMS OF THE YEAR, 1950. The Annual Review of the World’s 
Photographic Art. With an introduction by Charles Wormald and a com- 
mentary by Bertram Sinkinson. 55th year of issue. Amateur Photographer: 
Iliffe, 7s.6d. paper; 10s.6d. cloth. C4. 19 pages of text. 4 mounted plates 
and 64 art plates. Index to authors and plates. 

The seventy-nine photographs reproduced here are chosen from outstanding recently 

exhibited pictures and cover a wide variety of subjects. They are the work of photo- 

graphers in Britain, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, Finland, 

Germany, Holland, Hungary, New Zealand, Norway, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, 
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and the U.S.A. The commentary by Mr. Sinkinson on the ‘composition’ and tech- 
nique of some of the more interesting examples will be helpful to the serious photo- 
grapher. Mr. Wormald (President of the Institute of British Photographers) provides 
a short review of photography in Great Britain, followed by news of photographic 
progress all over the world. (779) 


Music 
A SHORT HISTORY OF WORLD Music. Curt Sachs. Dennis Dobson, 18s. 
D8. 416 pages. 16 plates. Bibliographies. Appendix. Index. 

This book was first published in America in 1948 under the title Our Musical Heritage, 
and the author, a musicologist of international reputation, takes the student and the 
intelligent layman as his audience. He has avoided a too narrow concentration on 
music written since Bach, and has succeeded in presenting a general view of music 
from prehistoric times, pruned of unnecessary biographical details. Due importance 
is attached to problems of style, form and the technical development of instruments. 
Although the enormous field covered precludes much detailed treatment, the student 
will find that a solid background knowledge can be gained from this book; further 
reading is suggested in the chapter bibliographies. The appendix consists of an 
acoustical table, giving a list of overtones, or partials, with their ratios and vibration 
rates. (780.9) 


THE YEAR'S WORK IN MUSIC, 1948-49. Edited by Alan Frank. The 
British Council: Longmans, Green, 2s.6d. D8. 80 pages. 25 illustrations. 
Index. Paper bound. 


The second issue of the British Council’s report on musical activity in Britain, covering 
the year June 1948 to May 1949, follows the same general plan as the first. The main 
part of this publication consists of articles on special aspects of the subject, usually those 
not previously dealt with; while the bibliographical survey, common to both issues, 
comprises publications in the field of music and musical literature which appeared 
during the year under review, the list of books being broadly classified by subject. As 
before, a selected list of new recordings of British music is given. Among the topics 
dealt with by special essays are: musical life outside London, the progress of research, 
music and the public library, opera productions and performances of new music, 
both British and foreign. The illustrations, as before, are chiefly of notable personalities 
in the musical world. (780.942) 


BRASS, WOOD-WIND AND STRINGS: THE INSTRUMENTS OF THE 
ORCHESTRA. Desmond MacMahon. Nelson, 12s.6d. sC4. 101 pages. 19 
illustrations. Diagrams. Musical examples. Appendices. Index. 


This account of the orchestra and its instruments, while including a chapter on 
acoustics, is written in non-technical language, and devotes some attention to brass 
and dance bands. There is an historical outline of instrumental development which 
concludes with a brief account of British orchestras of the present day. The numerous 
diagrams illustrate in detail the construction of instruments, and the musical quotations 
exemplify the principles of orchestration. The appendices contain tabulated lists of 
British gramophone records and miniature scores, and some suggestions for further 


reading. (781.91) 
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WHILE THE ORCHESTRA ASSEMBLES. A Simple Introduction. Reginald 
Nettel. Jonathan Cape, 9s.6d. sD8. 144 pages. 9 illustrations. Musical 
examples. Index. 

Reginald Nettel, author of The Orchestra in England, writing this elementary account of 

orchestral instruments for the general reader, follows the usual classification, into brass, 

wood-wind and strings, illustrating the practical points involved by quotations from 

relevant scores. The plates show sections of the orchestra in action. (781.91) 


THE SYMPHONY. Edited by Ralph Hill. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. (Double Vol.) 
sC8. 458 pages. Musical examples. Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 
These essays, written for this series, travel selectively over the whole range of musical 
thought as represented in the symphonic form, from Haydn to Arnold Bax. Each 
composer is treated by a critic who has a special knowledge of, and affinity with, his 
subject, and in each case the composer’s general characteristics and his place in musical 
history are sketched as a preface to the analyses of his works. Of the twenty-one 
musicians included, Sibelius, Vaughan Williams and Bax represent the modern world. 
The editor, well known as a musical critic and author, contributes the introduction. 
(785.11) 
The Film 
MOVIE MAKING FOR EVERYBODY. R. H. Alder. Fountain Press, 6s. C8. 
142 pages. Diagrams. Glossary. Index. 
The author of this book began cinematography with a hand-turned Pathé Bébé and 
has been an enthusiastic lone worker ever since. He has frequently contributed to the 
Amateur Cine World and ‘much of the material in this book is crystallized out of more 
fluid contributions’ to this journal. Chapters include those which deal with the cine- 
camera and its accessories, exposure and lighting, human vision and the camera, script 
and continuity, daylight and artificial light techniques, trick effects, build up of 
sequences, projection and screen and cost accountancy of filming. (791.4) 


NICE WORK: THE STORY OF THIRTY YEARS IN BRITISH FILM 
PRODUCTION. Adrian Brunel. Forbes Robertson, 12s.6d. D8. 218 pages. 
37 illustrations. Index. 

The author of this book, director, scenarist and playwright, has already published 

three books on the film: Filmcraft (1935), Film Production (1936), and Film Script (1948). 

In the present volume he gives a racy account of his experiences in British films over a 

period of more than a quarter of a century, including a description of his film work 

during the First World War and afterwards at Herkomer’s little studio at Bushey, 
in London and in various foreign countries. In so doing, he sheds some light on the 

history of British film production during the period. (791.4) 


The Theatre 

BLOOD AND THUNDER. Mid-Victorian Melodrama and its Origins. 
Maurice Willson Disher. Muller, 18s. D8. 280 pages. 17 plates and 67 
illustrations in text. Index. List of plays. 

Much more than a record of ‘Red Barn’ and ‘Demon Barber’ dramas, the author is 

concerned with melodrama in ‘books, plays, actors, paintings, songs, operas, films and 

life’, in Britain and abroad. Thoroughly cognizant of his subject, Mr. Willson Disher 

has written a book that was as obviously a delight to write as it will be for others to 
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read. Explaining ideologies, describing social customs, relating endless anecdotes, he 
traces nearly three centuries of melodrama, from when ‘Madame de Maintenon sets 
the fashion’ in the mid-seventeenth century until in the ‘vitriolic cynicism’ of the 
nineteen-twenties melodrama finally perished. In his ‘Bill of the Play’, as the author 
terms his list of contents, are Prologue, Fourteen Acts, and a ‘Speech in front of the 
curtain’. Rarely has theatrical history been so divertingly told. Mr. Willson Disher is 
the author of Clowns and Pantomimes, Fairs, Circuses and Music-halls, etc. (792) 


THE CHILDREN’S THEATRE BOOK. For young Dancers and Actors. 
Cecile Walton. A. & C. Black, 10s.6d. D8. 104 pages. 7 plates and 90 
drawings in text. 


Clear drawings by the author and Edward W. Robertson illustrate this introductory 
handbook to the children’s theatre. The subject is attractively set out in a book that 
maintains the high standard of book production that is usual with this publishing firm. 
In particular, the author gives practical information on making a model theatre, on 
costume, movement in dance, and make-up. (792) 


POST-WAR THEATRE. A. E. Wilson. Home & Van Thal in association with 
Dewynters, 16s. D8. 251 pages. 146 illustrations. Index. 
The dramatic critic of one of London’s evening newspapers, The Star, has ‘attempted 
to skim the cream off the surface and to include a representative selection of the best 
that the West End theatre has presented, whether in the way of serious drama, comedy, 
musical play or revue’, during the four years following the war. This period has been 
marked by a new and widespread interest in the theatre, brought about possibly by 
the creation of a new young audience that had ‘discovered’ the theatre for the first 
time when watching Ensa performances during the war. This theatre boom, restricted 
by lack of buildings, has probably accounted for the growth of the little theatres that 
have sprung up in the suburbs. Here many new plays have had their first productions 
prior to a success in the West End. These reviews of plays, in chronological order, are 
based on what the author has written in The Star. The illustrations are of actors and 
scenes in the plays mentioned. (792) 


FIVE SEASONS OF THE OLD VIC THEATRE COMPANY. A Scrap-book 
Record of Production for 1944-49. Saturn Press, 12s.6d. C4. 69 pages. 
114 illustrations. 

Those ardent followers of the Old Vic Theatre Company’s recent activities who have 

not compiled their own scrap-book will welcome this volume. The period covered 

represents season following season of mounting success and popularity, both in England 
and Australasia. The numerous illustrations are of posters, playbills, actors and scenes 
from performances. Sir Laurence Olivier has contributed a short chapter on the history 
of the “Old Vic’ and Michel St. Denis writes on the ‘Old Vic’ School, of which he is 
Director. (792.0942) 


THE STORY OF PANTOMIME. A. E. Wilson. Home & Van Thal, 8s.6d. D8. 
142 pages. 11 illustrations. 


Pantomime in Britain has been popular since John Weaver produced The Cheats: or, 
The Tavern Bilkers, at London’s Drury Lane Theatre, in 1702. A. E. Wilson, dramatic 
critic of The Star, has described its growth and vicissitudes up to the present day. He 
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gives us the story of pantomime, the stories in pantomime, the players, the morals, the 
humours and vagaries, the script writers, the directors, the critics and audiences, and 
finally, a chapter on the making of a pantomime today. We learn how Clown, Panta- 
loon, Harlequin and Columbine were for many years an integral part of the pantomime, 
how the poetic fairy tale pantomimes with their transformation scenes, written mostly 
by Blanchard, were gradually, under the rule of Augustus Harris at Drury Lane 
Theatre, invaded by music-hall turns, and became scenes of glittering spectacle. 
Directed, as is pantomime itself, towards the younger generation and adults, this simple 
narrative makes fascinating reading. (792.3) 


Dancing 

DANCES OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE FROM I450 TO 1600 WITH 
THEIR MUSIC AND AUTHENTIC MANNER OF PERFORMANCE, 
Mabel Dolmetsch. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 42s. C4. 164 pages. 9 illustra- 
tions, including facsimiles. Bibliography. Index. 

The Dolmetsch family hold a unique place in present day musical scholarship for their 

studies in the revival of the music and the reconstruction of the musical instruments of 

the Renaissance. Here are assembled from the contemporary sources, musical and 

literary, first a history and bibliography, and second, clear instructions for the repro- 

duction of the basse dance, the English measure, the branle, the pavan, the galliard, the 

volta and coranto and the allemande, forming an exhaustive and expert treatise on a 

subject so far little studied. (793.3) 


KATHERINE DUNHAM, HER DANCERS, SINGERS, MUSICIANS. Edited, 

with an introduction, by Richard Buckle. Ballet Publications, 20s. C4. 

80 pages of text. Illustrations by Roger Wood and other photographers. 
Katherine Dunham is of negro and French-Canadian parentage. Her achievement has 
been to create from the surviving dance traditions of the Caribbean negroes a new 
and successful theatrical dance idiom. In this volume, with text in English and French 
and numerous photographs, is recorded her repertory and her company as known to 
London from her production there of Caribbean Rhapsody. Richard Buckle, editor of 
Ballet and dance critic of the Observer, gives for introduction an account of her career 
as sociologist, dance-teacher, impresario and star. (793.32) 


Sports and Games 
THE WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP, 1948. H.Golombek. Bell, 12s.6d. 
D8. 236 pages. Frontispiece. 2 plates. Diagrams. Index of Openings. 

In this book, the British chess champion of 1947 gives thorough and complete annota- 
tions of all the games played in the first tournament ever to be held to decide the World 
Chess Championship. The games took place in March, April and May, 1948 at The 
Hague and Moscow and the five chess masters who took part were Euwe (Holland), 
Reshevsky (U.S.A.), Keres, Smyslov and Botwinnik (U.S.S.R.), the last-named being 
the winner. Brief biographies of the players are included and there is a chapter on the 
theoretical value of the opening used in the tournament. (794.1) 


KERES’ BEST GAMES OF CHESS, 1931-1948. Selected and annotated by 
Fred Reinfeld. Preface by Paul Keres. 2nd edition. Bell, 12s.6d. D8. 262 
pages. Diagrams. Index of Openings. 

Paul Keres, the young Estonian candidate for the World Chess Championship, pro- 

vides, in the preface to this book, a suitable background to the games chosen for this 
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anthology by one of the best annotators of the present day. This edition includes a 
selection of the best games played by Keres against other great masters since the first 
edition was published in 1941. (794.1) 


CONTRACT BRIDGE FOR EVERYONE. Ely Culbertson. Edited by Josephine 
Culbertson and Albert H. Morehead. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 122 pages. 
Glossary. Paper bound. 

A reprint in the popular Penguin series of a recently published book (noted in British 

Book News, September 1949) by a famous American bridge player and teacher of 

bridge. (795.41) 


FOOTBALL IS MY GOAL. Sam Bartram and others. Edited and introduced 
by Reginald Moore. Phoenix House, 7s.6d. C8. 128 pages. 19 photographs. 
6 diagrams. 


Six famous British International Association (Soccer) football players, Sam Bartram, 
Johnny Carey, Ron Burgess, Wilfred Mannion, Tom Finney, and Matt Busby, here 
discuss modern tactics in Soccer and describe their particular line of play in a lucid and 
authoritative way. Every aspect of the game is dealt with and the book is weil illus- 
trated by excellent action photographs and diagrams. (796.33) 


THE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP. Nat Fleischer. Putnam, 15s. D8. 
304 pages. 44 photographs. 
An informal history, by the editor of the boxing periodical, The Ring, of the heavy- 
weight boxing championships of the world from 1719 to 1949. Throughout its long 
history, this popular sport has been notable for its humorous and its tragic incidents 
and in the lively accounts of the big fights many of these are recalled by the author. 
(796.83) 
THE PROBLEM HORSE. R. S. Summerhays. Winchester Publications, 8s.6d. 
ID8. 104 pages. 16 drawings by John Board. 


A well-produced book, delightfully illustrated, which deals with the faults in manners 
that spoil many otherwise good horses in the stable, as a hack or in the hunting field. 
The author, who is the consulting editor of the periodical Riding, shows that, with 
patience and firm discipline, many of the vices or failings of horses can be cured. For 
faults that have no certain cure methods of treatment are described that will help the 
horse-owner or trainer with the mest stubborn problems. (798.22) 


THE PASSIONATE ANGLER. Maurice Wiggin. Sylvan Press, 12s.6d. D8. 
136 pages. Scraper-board drawings by John Pézare. 

This lovely book, by the angling correspondent of the Sunday Times, with the happy 
co-operation of the Assistant Principal of Bromley (Kent) College of Art as artist, is 
a rambling record of hours and days spent fishing on rivers, lakes, canals, and ponds, 
mostly in the West Midlands of England. It is no text-book of angling techniques, for 
the author has subordinated so much else to the passion for fishing, something very 
different from the passion to catch fish. His book does much to justify his comment 
that ‘the charm of angling is a subtle compound of a number of separate pleasures’. 

(799.12) 
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LITERATURE 


PLAYS OF THE YEAR, 1948-49. Chosen by J. C. Trewin. Paul Elek, 
12s.6d. C8. 641 pages. (Plays of the Year) 
A new series of Plays of the Year has begun with the publication of six plays produced 
in Britain during the year 1948-9. Plays of the Year, 1949, is already announced for 
publication in April 1950. The present collection has been chosen by J. C. Trewin, 
dramatic critic on the staff of The Observer, and author of The English Theatre and 
We'll Hear a Play, etc. In a sixteen-page Introduction, he gives the stage history of the 
plays, some account of what the plays meant to him in performance, reasons for their 
inclusion and a brief summary of the plots. The plays are Cockpit, Bridget Boland; 
Family Portrait, Lenore Coffee and W. Joyce Cowen; The Happiest Days of Your Life, 
John Dighton; The Miser, Moliére, adapted by Miles Malleson; The Paragon, Roland 
and Michael Pertwee; Don’t Listen, Ladies! Sacha Guitry, adapted by Stephen Powys 
and Guy Bolton. Had the compiler sought further he could scarcely have chosen plays 
of greater diversity. Cockpit is one of the most moving and tensely dramatic documen- 
tary plays yet written, in which a British officer and his sergeant attempt to bring order 
in an assembly centre for Displaced Persons in Germany in 1945. Family Portrait, an 
American play, tells the New Testament story in a modern setting. Lacking outstand- 
ing merit as a play, it will be remembered for the consummate acting of Fay Compton 
in the part of the Virgin Mary. The Happiest Days of Your Life is a hilarious farce con- 
cerning a girls’ school misdirected to a boys’ school by a billeting blunder. The Miser, 
recently added to the repertory of the Old Vic Theatre Company in their present 
season at the New Theatre, London, is a masterly adaptation by an actor-dramatist of 
one of France’s classical comedies. The Paragon, written by a father and son in colla- 
boration, is about a father-son relationship, well constructed and completely theatrical. 
Don’t Listen, Ladies! adapted by two dramatists from the original of a celebrated actor 
and dramatist is true to French tradition. Gay, sophisticated, polished, it completes a 
collection of sound if not all sure productions in the always unaccountable world of the 
theatre. (808.2) 


WORLD DRAMA: From Aeschylus to Anouilh. Allardyce Nicoll. Harrap, 
30s. D8. 1,004 pages. 105 illustrations. Index. 


The title is misleading, for apart from a thirty-one-page section on ‘The Drama of the 
Orient’ (Sanskrit, Chinese and Japanese) this book is a history of drama in Europe and 
the U.S.A. It is probably, however, the most comprehensive and ambitious survey 
which has yet appeared in English, for it records in much detail the development of 
that drama from its first beginnings in ancient Greece to its latest contemporary 
developments in the work of Sartre, Camus, Anouilh, Ronald Duncan and Christopher 
Fry, and includes the drama of ancient Rome, England, France, Spain, Italy, Germany, 
Russia, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Norway, Ireland, and other European 
countries. Nearly half the book is given to the last hundred years, and particular 
attention is paid throughout to the more creative periods and greater dramatists, but 
few plays of intrinsic significance or historical importance pass unnoticed. The plots of 
many are summarized, and there are numerous quotations. Though the main emphasis 
throughout is on dramatic literature, the influences of stage conditions and social 
conditions are not overlooked. This history is in fact made to the same pattern as 
Professor Nicoll’s British Drama, and has the same qualities and defects; it is the work 
not of a great critic but of a great archaeologist, the product of unremitting, scholarly 
industry, simply written, very readable, accurate and vastly informative. As a general 
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guide and a work of reference it is invaluable. The index, mainly of plays and play- 
wrights, contains well over six thousand entries. The illustrations are well chosen. The 
author, who has occupied a chair in literature in London University and in drama in 
Yale University, is now Professor of English Language and Literature in the 
University of Birmingham. (809.2) 


American Literature 
THE COMPLETE PLAYS OF HENRY JAMES. Edited by Leon Edel. 
Hart-Davis, 35s. sSuR8. 846 pages. 12 illustrations. Notes. Index. 

Seven of the twelve plays included in this collection are printed here for the first time 
and the others have long been out of print. Mr. Edel has written not only a separate 
preface to each play, but a long and fascinating introduction in which he shows that 
James's attitude to the drama was determined by a longing for popular success which 
largely inhibited his finest creative gifts. His comparative failure as a dramatist, which 
makes such melancholy reading, nevertheless strengthened in him that sense of form, 
‘all dramatic, all scenic’, which is shown in the novels that followed. James despised the 
London theatre of his day and reaped his reward in the cat-calls of the gallery. This 
admirably edited volume will be of the greatest interest to all lovers of the Anglo- 
American novelist. (812.4) 


English Literature 
NINETEENTH CENTURY STUDIES: COLERIDGE TO MATTHEW 
ARNOLD. Basil Willey. Chatto & Windus, 15s. D8. 296 pages. Index. 

Professor Willey has selected Coleridge, Thomas Arnold, Newman, Carlyle, Bentham, 
Mill, Comte, George Eliot, and Matthew Arnold as representative thinkers of the 
nineteenth century. His book, he says, is intended mainly as ‘a preliminary enquiry 
into the history of religious and moral ideas’ and is part of a projected study which 
will bring the story down to the end of the century. In his view, Coleridge and Bentham 
were the most potent intellectual influences of their century. This view is based on 
Mill’s words that ‘There is hardly to be found in England an individual of any impor- 
tance in the world of mind who . . . did not first learn to think from one of these two’. 
From these two also devolve, as he shows, many of the inconsistencies of nineteenth- 
century thought, divided as it was between idealism and utilitarianism. Professor 
Willey’s principal gift is his ability to transmit the living quality of the thought he 
studies, with the feelings which accompanied it. No book, in fact, could give a more 
vivid sense of what people thought and felt in the Victorian age. (820.9) 


English Poetry 

THE COLLECTED POEMS OF CHRISTOPHER SMART. Edited, with an 
introduction and critical comments, by Norman Callan. 2 vols. Routledge 
& Kegan Paul, 25s. sC8. 436: 640 pages. Frontispiece in each volume. 
Bibliography. Notes. Index. (The Muses’ Library) 


This is the first complete edition of Christopher Smart (1722-71), as far as complete- 
ness is possible in the case of a poet who wrote so largely for the periodicals of his day 
under a variety of pseudonyms. The text is necessarily based on printed copies; since, 
apart from ‘Jubilate Agno’ and a few minor pieces, no manuscript of Smart's poetry is 
known. The editor has followed the texts printed in the poet’s lifetime and where two 
such texts occur prefers the later one. A useful feature of the volumes is an anthology of 
critical comments from the eighteenth century to our own day. Under the stress of 
suffering, which finally led him to the madhouse, Smart seems to have turned more 
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and more to the emotional attitudes of his childhood and much of his poetry has the 
child’s bright directness of vision. He was also a poet of a peculiarly naive religious 
ecstasy, and a miniaturist with the eye of a painter developed to an unusually high 


degree. (821.69) 


IMMORTAL DIAMOND. Studies in Gerard Manley Hopkins. Edited by 
Norman Weyand, s.j., Sheed & Ward. 21s. D8. 477 pages. Frontispiece 
portrait. Appendix. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The aim of the studies collected in this book is to demonstrate that Hopkins’ vocation 

as a Jesuit priest furthered, rather than hindered, his development as a poet. “The 

weakness of much work on Hopkins in recent years’, remarks the editor, ‘arises in part 
from one fact: the tendency of writers to snatch from Hopkins’ letters and notebooks 

a phrase or sentence here, another there (some even apparently contradictory) without 

considering them in relation to the poet’s views as a whole. It has been the aim of the 

writers in this volume to correlate in as careful a manner as possible all the available 

writings of Hopkins in relation to the topics they develop, and to view these against a 

background of Jesuit life and activities with which they themselves are familiar 

through long personal experience’. After a biographical essay, several chapters deal 
with the technical aspect of Hopkins’ poems and others discuss the ‘ascetic and aesthe- 

tic conflict’ in his nature, the natural and supernatural elements in his verse and give a 

detailed analysis of ‘The Windhover’ sonnet and ‘The Wreck of the Deutschland’. 

The bibliography is unusually comprehensive. (821.89) 


English Drama 


SERGEANT SHAKESPEARE. Duff Cooper. Hart-Davis, 8s.6d. L.Post 8. 100 
pages. 
Nothing is known of Shakespeare’s life between 1584 or 1585, when he is presumed to 
have left Stratford, and 1592, when he is referred to by Robert Greene as an actor. Sir 
Alfred Duff Cooper, while reading Love’s Labour’s Lost during World War I in the 
trenches of Flanders, was struck for the first time by the recurrence of military meta- 
phors in the play. Re-reading the other plays with this in mind, Shakespeare’s con- 
tinual reversion to military metaphors and military matters suggested the probability 
that he had at some time in his life served in the army—and if at any time, why not 
with the Earl of Leicester in the Low Countries in 1585? Moreover, a letter of Sir 
Philip Sidney’s written from Flanders in March 1586 refers to the presence there of 
“Will, my lord of Leicester’s jesting player’. The case is amusingly and charmingly 
argued and is written in the form of an open letter to Lady Duff Cooper. At its con- 
clusion, the author remarks that he has almost convinced himself. (822.33) 


ONE-ACT PLAYS FOR THE AMATEUR THEATRE. Chosen by Max H. 
Fuller. Harrap, 8s.6d. sC8. 285 pages. 


J. B. Priestley provides the one really serious play in a collection Max Fuller has chosen 
for amateur production. The Rose and Crown, the only one-act play so far by this 
famous dramatist, is a drama in the vein of two of his earlier full-length plays, They 
Came to a City and An Inspector Calls. It has already become an established item in the 
one-act play festivals in Britain. From James Bridie, there is a trifle in an eastern setting, 
Paradise Enow, reprinted from his collection of sketches, Tedious and Brief, and from 
Gordon Daviot, author of the well-known historical play, Richard of Bordeaux, a 
comedy of the reign of Charles II, entitled Remember Caesar. Stephen Williams’s verse 
play Malvolio, produced with A Phoenix Too Frequent in the ‘New Plays by Poets’ 
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season at the Mercury Theatre, London, in 1946, is in pleasant contrast in a volume of 
plays which in most cases all too clearly wear their hall-mark, amateur. Neil Grant, 
already a prolific writer of short plays, contributes two, an ironic fantasy and a play of 
superstition; the famous actress, Lilian McCarthy, a Victorian burlesque in rhyme, 
while from J. L. Galloway, Horton Giddy, Eric Coplans, Francis Durbridge, James 
Hesketh and Patricia Bevan-Parry come the remaining comedies and dramas in this 
anthology of thirteen short plays. (822.91) 


English Fiction 
THE BEDSIDE BARSETSHIRE. Compiled by Lance O. Tingay. Faber & 
Faber, 15s. L.Post 8. 311 pages. 29 drawings by Gwen Raverat. Endpaper 
map. 
As anthology and reference-book combined this very attractive volume is likely to 
appeal to many readers, whether they are familiar or not with the imaginary county 
which Anthony Trollope added to the literary map of England. Mr. Tingay provides 
a ‘Who’s Who’, a descriptive gazetteer and a map of Barsetshire, with essays on the 
map and the people of the novels; and in the anthology, which occupies most of the 
book, he has skilfully brought together long extracts from the six Barsetshire novels to 
make composite portraits of the principal characters. Mrs. Raverat’s drawings are 
admirable. (823.87) 


THE SACRED RIVER. An Approach to James Joyce. L. A. G. Strong. 
Methuen, 10s.6d. D8. 173 pages. 


For Mr. Strong there are eight main lines of approach to James Joyce, eight particular 
points of focus: vivid childhood and boyhood memories of Dublin as Joyce knew it; 
technical interest in singing and in singers; interest in the workings of the subconscious 
mind; a taste for metaphysical speculation; practice in writing; Irish blood and love of 
Ireland, coupled with the conviction that Ireland in the twentieth century is no place 
for an Irish writer to live in; frequent recourse to Shakespeare, Swift and Blake, the 
three writers who have most deeply influenced Joyce; belief in the Christian revelation. 
He admits, however, that judgments upon work of such immensity as Joyce’s must 
be provisional, and it is his willingness to understand, to suspend judgment, that 
distinguishes Mr. Strong’s book from many lesser books on Joyce. Above all, he has 
the advantage of familiarity with the Dublin background. One of the most illuminating 
aspects of Mr. Strong’s book is his emphasis on the importance of a knowledge of the 
workings of the subconscious mind for the understanding of Joyce, particularly in the 
elucidation of Finnegans Wake. (823.91) 


German Literature 
SCHILLER. H. B. Garland. Harrap, 15s. D8. 280 pages. 10 illustrations. 
Appendix. Bibliography. Index. 


The Professor of German in the University College of the South West, Exeter, has 
written a useful introduction to the work of Schiller (1759-1805) with a biography of 
the poet, and detailed accounts of his plays, including synopses of their plots. The 
judgments are sound without being particularly penetrating or original. The book is 
addressed mainly to the student and the quotations from the plays are in the original 
German, though there are copious extracts from his letters in translation. Schiller 
began writing romantic dramas, full of a revolutionary liberalism, as a fervent admirer 
of Shakespeare. As Professor Garland points out, his influence on the poetic drama of 


195 








Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Byron, and the lesser-known English dramatists of the 

1830s and 1840s was considerable, though it has never been fully acknowledged. His 

English imitators missed his instinctive and practical knowledge of stage-craft, borrow- 

ing largely his didactic and philosophical elements and also his lack of humour. 

(832.63) 

Swedish Literature 

STRINDBERG: An Introduction to his Life and Work. Brita M. E. Mortensen 
and Brian W. Downs. Cambridge University Press, 12s.6d. 1C8. 234 pages. 
Frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 


The authors, two Cambridge scholars, chose the centenary year of Strindberg’s birth 
(1849-1912) to write a book that should “furnish English readers with a brief intro- 
duction to his biography, and to his main literary works’. No study of Strindberg’s 
work can be separated from some knowledge of his life. The four biographical 
chapters thus lead to a study of Strindberg’s plays, novels, stories, autobiographical 
writings and miscellaneous works. Comparisons are drawn with other great figures of 
his time, in particular with Ibsen in Norway and Zola in France. This summary will 
give readers a wider vision of the great Swedish author. Brian W. Downs is the 
author of the recently published Ibsen: the Intellectual Background. (839.726) 


Italian Literature 

DANTE: THE DIVINE COMEDY. 1. HELL. Translated by Dorothy L. 
Sayers. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. (Double vol.). sC8. 346 pages. Maps and 
Diagrams drawn by C. W. Scott-Giles. Notes. Commentaries. Glossary. 
Paper bound. (Penguin Classics) 


In her translation, specially prepared for this series, Miss Dorothy Sayers has followed 
the terza rima of the original, “despite the alleged impossibility of finding sufficient 
rhymes in English’, and has sought to reproduce the subtle variations of rhythm by 
which Dante expresses his changing moods. This is a remarkable achievement by any 
standard, In a long introduction she discusses the meaning of the poem and places the 
poet in his historical setting of early fourteenth-century Florence. (851.15) 


Welsh Literature 
THE MABINOGION. Translated by Gwyn Jones and Thomas Jones. Dent, 
4s.6d. F8. 316 pages. Notes. (Everyman’s Library) 


A new translation of the Welsh medieval romances known as The Mabinogion which 
u persedes Lady Guest’s version of 1838-49, which was limited by absence of texts and 
previous research and by her desire to produce a book suitable for children. In the 
present translation the eleven stories are given in full: Mabinogi proper, composed of 
the four branches of Pwyll, Branwen, Manawydan, and Math; the two short pieces, The 
Dream of Macsen Wledig and Lludd and Llefelys; Culhwch and Olwen, the earliest 
Arthurian tale in Welsh; The Dream of Rhonabwy, a romantic tale of the heroic age of 
Britain; and the three later Arthurian romances, The Lady of the Fountain, Peredur, and 
Gereint, Son of Erbin, with their abundant evidence of Norman-French influences. 
Much has been done in the last sixty years by Welsh scholars on the subject and in 
particular the two major manuscripts from which The Mabinogion is drawn, The Red 
Book of Hergest and The White Book of Rhydderch, have been published. The 
present translators have based their work on the White Book, as the truer manuscript. 

(891.66) 
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HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


Geography Travels and Description Antiquities 
YOU NEVER KNOW TILL YOU GET THERE. Henry Longhurst. Dent, 
16s. D8. 240 pages. Frontispiece. 9 photographs by the author and others. 
Endpaper maps. 
This account of five air journeys by Henry Longhurst gives evidence of his wide 
experience as a traveller and his power of giving vivid impressionistic sketches of men, 
events and places. He went first to Iraq, the Persian Gulf and Haifa to see the oil-fields 
of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company and was struck by the civic as well as the industrial 
achievements of the Company. He gives first-hand knowledge of the maintenance of 
the oil route to Russia during the war and meets the men on the spot dealing with the 
Palestine problem. He next travelled to the Far East to visit isolated stations of the 
B.O.A.C. and his attention was engaged by the effects of the war and the changing 
conditions in India, Burma, and Malaya. An investigation of the possibilities of British 
air service development in China and Nigeria took him to Hong Kong and Lagos. 
Finally, he visited New York on his way to Grand Bahama. Of his many fine scenic 
descriptions those of Jerusalem and Rangoon are outstanding. His best descriptions of 
people are those of the post-war American and the ubiquitous Briton sticking to his 
job unhonoured and unsung. The author is very outspoken and informative but keeps 
his sense of humour and is never dull. (910) 


THE HANDY REFERENCE ATLAS OF THE WORLD. Edited by John 
Bartholomew. 15th edition. Bartholomew (Edinburgh), 25s. \C8. 256 pages 
of maps and plans. Index of 159 pages. 


The latest edition of this atlas has been redesigned and revised to date. The maps and 
plans are fully coloured, the maps are all mounted on guards, and the index contains 
over thirty-thousand place names. There is an introductory section on world statistics, 
which includes an alphabetical list of geographical terms. Besides maps of the various 
continents, the countries in each continent and different sections of each country (e.g. 
maps of south-east England, Merseyside, London, northern France, Paris, etc.) there 
are maps showing languages, religions and races of the world, as well as temperature, 
rainfall and vegetation. (912) 


MAPS AND MAP-MAKERS. R. V. Tooley. Batsford, 30s. C4. 136 pages. 
115 illustrations, including 8 colour plates. Bibliographies. Index. 


Intended only as a preliminary guide to students and collectors’, to quote the author, 
this handsome book does in fact attempt a complete survey of all the notable atlases, 
maps, and charts printed between 1477 (when Ptolemy’s Geographia was first issued) 
and 1880, with biographical notes on their authors and publishers. Mr. Tooley deals in 
turn with pre-Christian Geography, Arabic and Medieval Geography, the maps and 
cartographers of Italy, Germany, Holland, Belgium and France (but not Spain and 
Portugal), England and Wales (including marine and county maps, but not estate 
maps and other local surveys), Scotland and Ireland, Africa, Asia, America, and 
Australia. This is the most comprehensive book on early maps yet published in 
England, and although it has the defects and inaccuracies of pioneer work, even the 
expert will find its very copious lists and bibliographies valuable for reference, and to 
the amateur it is a fascinating survey, lavishly illustrated. (912) 
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ON TRUST FOR THE NATION: 11. Clough Williams-Ellis. Paul Elek, 215. 
C4. 166 pages. Illustrations. 
Here is a further selection—the first appeared three years ago and achieved immediate 
and deserved success—of more than fifty of the properties of the National Trust, which 
exists for the preservation, through purchase or gift, of places of historic interest or 
natural beauty in Britain. Each is briefly introduced with a page or two of charac- 
teristically exuberant comment by Mr. Clough Williams-Ellis, the distinguished 
architect and critic, and there is a collection of very fine photographs. This is un- 
doubtedly a most satisfying production that will appeal to a host of readers. (913.42) 


AMERICA IN ENGLAND. Eric Underwood and John Underwood. Fore- 
words by the Earl of Halifax and the Hon. John W. Davis. Muller, ss. F8. 
176 pages. Illustrations. Index of persons mentioned. 


This is a guide to those places which, for their association with men and women 
famous in American history, are of special interest to visitors from the U.S.A. Most 
recent researches have been used in this compilation of 300 places (of which 100 are 
in London) and 450 persons. Only features of American interest are emphasized, even 
of very well-known places, and each item is treated briefly as a reminder to Americans, 
rather than as an informative summary, of their own history. The final section on 
English Landmarks for Americans, deals with places in many an American pilgrimage 
in England and gives some idea of the work of the National Trust in preserving places 
of historic interest or natural beauty. This is a most useful book and one that has long 
been needed. (914.2) 


TRAVELLER'S REST. Philip Gosse. Cassell, 6s. sC8. 192 pages. Bibliography. 
First published in 1937, and now issued in a very pleasant pocket edition, this is a 
charming collection of essays. The author imagines himself and his reader to be taking, 
in effect, a series of walks under and over the Downs of Sussex. The subjects covered 
in their discourses range from Bird-watching and Angling to Sussex Saints, and 
*Forcigners, Innkeepers and Journalists’, but the book owes as much to its lucid, flow- 
ing style as to the matter itself. Throughout, however, it is evident that the author is a 
keen observer of natural history in every aspect, as well as of his fellow men and their 
civilizations, past and present. (914.225) 


MILITARY ATTACHE IN MOSCOW. Richard Hilton. Hollis & Carter, 10s.6d. 
L.Post 8. 240 pages. 1 illustration. Index. 


General Hilton worked for two years among the Russians, first at Marshal Sokolovsky’s 
headquarters in Potsdam, and then as British Military Attaché in Moscow until 1949. 
The book is a personal record of his observations as a Russian-speaking visitor; his 
work as an attaché finds no place in it. He begins by explaining the situation in which a 
visitor to the country finds himself, and the difference between the attitude towards 
foreigners on a short visit at the invitation of the Kremlin and that towards those 
whose duty takes them there for a longer period. He then tells of the general conditions 
in the U.S.S.R., such as public transport, housing, industry and household marketing. 
There are chapters on the controlled Press, the M.V.D. (previously known as the 
N.K.V.D. and O.G.P.U.), Christianity and Communism, and the lighter side of 
Soviet life. In discussing Communism in theory and practice the author deals fairly 
and without bias, and he has some interesting things to tell about what happened dur- 
ing the time he was collecting material for this book. (914.7) 
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THE CHILDREN OF THETIS. A Study of Islands and Islanders in the Aegean. 
Christopher Kininmonth. John Lehmann, 15s. D8. 224 pages. Illustrations. 


A desire to discover why islands and island life seemed to have an age-long attraction 
for mankind prompted the author to make the tour which is the subject of this book. 
An early acquired enthusiasm for Greece led him to the Cyclades in the southern 
Aegean, where Thetis, the Nereid, was long the symbol of the Aegean. He visited 
Syra, sailed down the sea-lane to Santorini and Nios, then Naxos, Aegina and finally 
to Crete. Although vivid scenic description is an attractive feature of the book, the 
author is particularly concerned with the life of the islanders as it has been shaped by 
their history, the sea, the soil and the mountains. Mr. Kininmonth has the air of a 
welcome raider of the taverns, the waterfronts and even the homes of the people in 
his zest for incidents, legends, folklore and customs that indicate the way of life and 
thought of the islanders. The enthusiasm and authenticity of this unusual travel book 
maintain the reader’s unflagging interest. (914.99) 


INTRODUCING THE EASTERN DEPENDENCIES. Colonial Office. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1s.6d. C8. 80 pages. Illustrations. 3 maps. 
This very attractive booklet gives a number of sketches of the history and present-day 
life of the territories of Malaya, Singapore, Hong Kong, Borneo and Sarawak. It is 
lavishly illustrated with sketches and photographs—with one or more on practically 
every page—and is very suitable for use in schools, both by the pupils and their teachers. 
(91s) 
THE ARAB OF THE DESERT. H.R. P. Dickson. Allen & Unwin, 63s. R8. 
648 pages. 57 illustrations. 78 sketches. 10 maps in end pocket. 6 genealogi- 
cal tables. Glossary. Index. 
Colonel Dickson has had exceptional opportunities of knowing the Arabs. Notonly 
has his active life been passed in Arabia (he was Political Agent in Kuwait from 1929 to 
1936), but he spent his childhood in Damascus, where his father was British Consul. 
Moreover he habitually camped with the Arabs, together with his family. This book 
is constructed from his notes kept over seven years in Kuwait, and records every detail 
of the Badawin life—including those intimate details of their womenfolk and family 
life which only the close association of himself and his wife with them could have 
revealed. This is not a literary work or a political commentary, but a mine of informa- 
tive details about the life of the desert tribes—their customs, their animals and house- 
hold gear, their way of life, thought, and action, their religion—a life which has 
exercised a strange fascination for many Western minds. (915.3) 


INDIAN TRAVELS OF THEVENOT AND CARERI. Being the Third Part of 
the Travels of M. de Thévenot into the Levant and the Third Part of a 
Voyage Round the World by Dr. John Francis Gemelli Careri. Edited by 
Surendranath Sen. National Archives of India (Queensway, New Delhi, India), 
Rs.20. sR8. 506 pages. 20 illustrations. 3 maps. Notes. Bibliography. 
Index. (Indian Record Series) 

The Indian voyages of Thévenot constitute the third part of his Travels, first published 

in French in 1684 and translated into English in 1687. The travels of Careri, an Italian, 

first published in Naples in 1699-1700, are less well known in England although his 
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work ap in some of the earlier collections. His Indian travels (January-June 1695) 
extended from Surat to Goa and inland to visit the camp of the Great Mogul at Galgali, 
and form part of a Voyage round the World. The reprint of these two travels is a 
well-produced and useful addition to the present series. (915.4) 


TRAVELS IN ETHIOPIA. David Buxton. Lindsay Drummond, 18s. ID8. 200 
pages. Frontispiece. 141 plates. Decorations by John Heartfield. Appendix. 


The author, when on an anti-locust mission, 1942-5, travelled widely over Ethiopia by 
lorry and mule-train, often to places not previously visited by Europeans. While in 
charge of an educational settlement for twelve months in Shoa, Central Ethiopia, he 
observed and took part in the traditional life of rural Ethiopia. It is this side of the 
country and its people, rather than the effects of European influence, that is emphasized 
throughout the book, which, Mr. Buxton claims, is a picture book with the text as a 
commentary on the pictures. After a useful preliminary sketch of the history and geo- 
graphy of the country, he deals with the characteristic features of terrain, people, 
customs and occupations, particularly as they differ from one district to another. His 
accounts of the Ethiopian religious background, the unique rock-hewn churches and 
the vivid market scenes show many aspects of the thought and activities of this little- 
known people. The photographs are outstanding and the book approaches the standard 
of the classical travel books of English literature. (916.3) 


SOUTH AMERICA: AN ECONOMIC AND REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY 
WITH AN HISTORICAL CHAPTER. E. W. Shanahan. 7th edition revised. 
Methuen, 18s. L.Post 8. 332 pages. 51 diagrams and maps. Bibliography. 
Index. (Methuen’s Advanced Geographies) 


As a detailed and substantial geography of the South American continent (i.e. south o f 
Panama), this book will be of use to the university and commercial student. The factors 
of climate, geology, physical structure and communications, the descriptions of 
natural regions and the resulting limitations that they impose on agricultural and 
commercial operations, are the points most adequately dealt with. The sections treating 
industrial developments and economic structure should be read with caution, and 
usually need supplement. The revision of factual economic material is uneven, and 
in general reflects little of post-war conditions. Disproportionately little attention is 
paid to the north-west Andean republics. Although a more thorough-going revision of 
the bibliography and summary of the special difficulties of agriculture and mining, 
in the light of recent work published in South America and the U.S.A., would 
improve the book, it remains useful nevertheless as a basic geographical text-book, 
in which class of reference book it is still almost alone. (918) 


TROPICS AND Topics. A.C. C. Lock. Invincible Press (Sydney, Australia), 
15s. D8. 285 pages. Illustrations. 


The major part of this Australian travel book is devoted to Northern Queensland but 
South Australia, particularly in the Mt. Gambier region, receives some measure of 
attention. These infrequently described areas are written about by an author with an 
acceptable style who embodies much historical information in passing. Mr. Lock is 
the author of seven novels, published under the pseudonym of ‘Charles Cooper’. 
(919.4) 
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Biography 
AFTER THESE MANY QUESTS. Marsland Gander. Macdonald, 15s. D8. 367 
pages. 18 illustrations. Index. 


This autobiography of a journalist is written with vigour and humour. Marsland 
Gander has been a newspaperman all his life and his story covers adventures in more 
than thirty countries. As a war correspondent in the Second World War, he witnessed 
the much-criticized campaign in southern France, the capture of Leros, the airborne 
drop across the Rhine and the liberation of Rome, Athens and Amsterdam. His 
observations on the conditions at the Battle of Cassino are particularly interesting. 
Since the war he has toured America and has much to say of recent radio and television 
developments. There are personal anecdotes of President Truman, the Pope, Bernard 
Shaw, H. G. Wells, and of Montgomery and Alexander. (920.5) 


| LEAP OVER THE WALL. A Return to the World after Twenty-eight 
Years ina Convent. Monica Baldwin. Hamish Hamilton, 15s. D8. 308 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. 


The extraordinary story which Miss Baldwin tells must be to some extent unique, for 
she entered one of the most strictly enclosed contemplative Catholic orders just before 
the First World War began in 1914, and by a special dispensation from Rome she 
returned to the outer life in 1941, plunging straight into the stress and noise of London. 
She had to rediscover a world in which almost everything, from underclothes to moral 
atmosphere, had changed drastically since she left it. Her account of her life in war- 
time England is interwoven, in a series of ‘flashbacks’, with her account of convent 
life, and both are made very real and vivid to the reader. Miss Baldwin’s humour and 
perception match her courage and humility. The people she met spring to life in a 
sentence or two. She writes with ease and grace, lapsing occasionally into an innocent 
skittishness, rising more often to an unforced beauty of phrasing which leaves an 
unforgettable picture in the mind. An engaging and remarkable book. (920.7) 


STORM OF GLORY. St. Thérése of Lisieux. John Beevers. Sheed & Ward, 
10s.6d. IC8. 239 pages. Frontispiece and 3 illustrations. Bibliography. 


This is a new life of St. Thérése of Lisieux, and for it the author has drawn on hitherto 
unpublished sources, and photographs. The first part of the work tells the story of the 
life of St. Thérése and of her death at the age of twenty-four. The second half deals 
with her canonization, and with the ‘storm of glory’ which, said Pope Pius XI, 
descended on Lisieux. Two appendices deal with the saint’s physical characteristics and 
with Lisieux during the war. (922.22) 


COLLECTED LETTERS OF ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX. Edited by the 
Abbé Combes. Translated from the French by F. J. Sheed. Sheed & Ward, 
15s. SD8. 364 pages. Index. 

This collection of 246 letters edited by the Abbé Combes is the fullest edition of the 

correspondence of St. Thérése, and was first published in France to commemorate the 

fiftieth anniversary of the death in 1897 of the ‘Little Flower’. There is a preface by 


Father Vernon Johnson, and the correspondence, carefully annotated, fills the greater 
part of the volume. (922.22) 
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THE DIARY OF A COUNTRY PARSON, 1758-1802. James Woodforde, 
Passages selected, edited and introduced by John Beresford. New edition. 
Oxford University Press, 7s. SF8. 640 pages. Appendix. Genealogical table. 
(World’s Classics, No. 514. Double Volume) 


Woodforde passed most of his life as a clergyman in Somerset and Norfolk villages. 
He lived through the Seven Years’ War, the War of American Independence and the 
French Revolution, the strains and anxieties of which are reflected in his pages, but he 
records mainly the most trivial details of every day, with careful notes of what food he 
ate and what money he spent; hence the peculiar value and the popularity of his diary, 
He enables us to meet and know the very men and women of his rural parishes, 
farmers, squires, doctors, attorneys, ploughmen, milkmaids, and a host of others; he 
opens for us ‘one of the closed doors of the past’. His diary was not intended for 
publication, and was published for the first time in five volumes between 1924 and 
1931. The present selection first appeared in 1935; in this new format it makes an 
elegant little book, beautifully printed on India paper. (922.342) 


A RELIGIOUS REBEL. The Letters of ‘H.W.S.’ (Mrs. Pearsall Smith). 
Edited by her son Logan Pearsall Smith. With a Preface and Memoir by 
Robert Gathorne-Hardy. Nisbet, 10s.6d. IC8. 256 pages. Frontispiece. 
Index. 


Hannah Pearsall Smith (1832-1911) was not only a well-known Evangelist in her own 
country (the U.S.A.) and in England in the last part of the nineteenth century, but the 
author of a religious book (The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life) which became a best- 
seller. The letters are mainly to her family and to friends seeking her advice, but others 
are for circulation among groups of friends interested in her work and travel. The 
main themes of the letters are her attitude to religion, her devotion to family life and 
her interest in reform. She was a religious rebel in that she scorned any pietism that 
precluded ‘a plain, simple, commonsense faith’ and tolerance. Travelling widely, she 
sought many people and aspects of life with happy zest and, on her eventually settling 
in England, contributed to various reform movements the force of her uncompromis- 
ing Quaker fidelity, the keynote of her domestic and public life. Finally she was a 
remarkable and brilliant letter-writer and this in itself should bring this book many 
readers. (922.8673) 


OUR ROYAL FAMILY. Stanley Brogden. The Sun News-Pictorial (Melbourne, 
Australia), 13s.6d. sC4. 200 pages. 150 illustrations. 

This book presents a pictorial record, with script by Stanley Brogden, of the careers of 

Their Majesties the King and Queen. Royal visits to Australia, too, are recalled, and 


other chapters are devoted to Princess Elizabeth and the younger generation of the 
Royal Family. (923.142) 


LET CANDLES BE BROUGHT IN. Sir Geoffrey Shakespeare. Macdonald, 
21s. D8. 368 pages. 18 illustrations. Index. 

Throughout his public life the author has been intimately associated with a succession 

of outstanding men: Lloyd George (as his secretary), Lord Reading, Viscount Simon, 

Winston Churchill, and many others. He has been a member of four different govern- 

ments, and has been associated with seven different Departments. This autobiography 
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(whose title is borrowed from the traditional Parliamentary motion for the lighting of 
the Chamber at dusk) is in consequence packed with incident relating to British 
politics during the last twenty-five years, besides being a vivid personal narrative. 
(923.242) 
SOUND OF THE GUNS. Being an Account of the Wars and Service of 
Admiral Sir Walter Cowan. Lionel Dawson. Pen-in-Hand (Oxford), 
12s.6d. D8. 270 pages. 27 illustrations. 8 appendices. Index. 
This is the life story of a fighting man who was an Admiral of the Royal Navy and a 
Colonel of the Indian Cavalry at the same time. Joining the Navy in 1884 Cowan saw 
active service in the West African creeks during the Benin expedition in 1895, on the 
Nile and at Omdurman in 1898, and in South Africa where he was attached to the 
Army. For a sailor, Cowan spent a large part of his time engaged in land warfare when 
the sea campaign promised little excitement, and scems to have arranged his attach- 
ment to fighting units as skilfully as did Winston Churchill, his contemporary and 
occasional companion in battle. In between the naval actions of the First World War, 
he found time and opportunity to be present at the Battle of the Somme. Cowan 
retired in 1930 and the Second World War found him too old at seventy for the Navy. 
He contrived as before to be attached to the Army where he became a legendary 
figure as Naval Liaison Officer with the Commandos, and saw service with them and 
the 18th Indian Cavalry in North Africa. In 1942, just after his seventy-first birthday, 
he was captured at Bir Hakeim by the Italians after engaging an armoured car alone 
with his revolver. Repatriated nine months later because of age, he again attached him- 
self to the Commandos and saw further service in Italy. For his war service Cowan was 
awarded a bar to the Distinguished Service Order, forty-three years after his first 
admission to the Order. Captain Dawson tells the whole story with freshness of style 
and clarity of exposition. (923.542) 
SIR JOHN MANDEVILLE: THE MAN AND HIS BOOK. Malcolm Letts. 
Batchworth Press, 15s. D8. 192 pages. 17 plates. Endpaper picture map. 
Bibliography. Index. 
Mandeville was reputed to be the author of the famous book of travels whicl: bears 
his name. Ostensibly a guide and itinerary for pilgrims to the Holy Land (with diver- 
sions to Tartary and China) it is actually a delightful collection of tales and legends 
and oddities of natural history which take no account of time. Originally written in 
French and published, apparently, in 1366, it was soon translated into other languages; 
it was printed in England in 1499 by Wynken de Worde. Recently there have been 
only two serious editions, Dr. Pollard’s scholarly edition of the Cotton text modernized 
(1900) and the Early English Text Society edition (1919-23). This study of the book 
and the problem of its authorship fills a gap in the subject and draws attention once 
more to a work which Dr. Pollard calls ‘little less important in the history of English 
literature as a translation than as an original work. For, though a translation, it stands 
as the first, or almost the first, attempt to bring secular subjects within the domain of 
English prose, and that is enough to make it mark an epoch.’ Passages from the travels 
are incorporated. The illustrations are mainly from manuscript sources. The biblio- 
graphy (twenty pages) consists of annotated lists of manuscripts and early printed 
editions and a list of books consulted. (923.942) 


LORD LISTER: HIS LIFE AND DOCTRINE. Douglas Guthrie. Livingstone, 
15s. ID8. 136 pages. 12 plates. Index. 


Lord Lister has a very sympathetic biographer in Dr. Guthrie, author of the very 
teadable British History of Medicine. While due justice is given to Lister’s pertinacity in 
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the struggle to establish antiseptic surgery, to his scientific acumen and to his skill asa 
surgeon, Dr. Guthrie makes us aware of Lister as one in a long procession of men in the 
Scottish Schools of Medicine who have been encouraged by tradition and by the 
support of their fellows to put their principles to the test against strong opposition. 
From this focal point we see how his fame spread to the Continent, especial y to Ger- 
many, where his discovery was adopted with enthusiasm, and to America where in 
1876 his discourse on his antiseptic method was the great event of the International 
Medical Congress at Philadelphia. Finally London was converted after his appoint- 
ment to the Chair of Surgery at King’s College Hospital. Not only is the biographer’s 
clear and graceful style well suited to describe the life of the modest and distinguished 
English surgeon of Quaker origin, but his knowledge of Scottish medical history and 
local topography, enlivened by a quiet sense of humour, re-create the world of Lister 
in these pages. (926.1) 


BRICKS AND FLOWERS: MEMOIRS OF KATHERINE EVERETT. Constable, 
15s. D8. 251 pages. 11 plates. Family Tree. 
Mrs. Everett’s memoirs are skilfully written around three major themes, her native 
southern Ireland (she was born a Herbert of Cahirnane), her numerous relations both 
illustrious and unconventional, and her life-long interest in building or adapting houses 
and in designing gardens. People and places play an important part in her fluent 
narrative. The description of Staunton Harold, Leicestershire, should arouse the 
keenest interest among connoisseurs of country-house life in the fabulous Edwardian 
days. Mrs. Everett is equally successful in re-creating two such contrasted personalities 
as her cousins, the wealthy Lady Ardilaun of Dublin and the eccentric ‘ Aurelia’, whose 
abundant energ yfound expression in improvised prayer-meetings, all-night journeys 
and unannounced arrivals at strange yachts after swimming out from shore. The latter 
part of the book describes the various homes in England and Italy which Mrs. Everett 
has created with enterprise and courage during a long and varied life which has not 
been without its difficulties and disappointments. (927.2) 


OUTLINE. Paul Nash. Edited, with a Preface, by Herbert Read. Faber & 


Faber, 30s. M8. 271 pages. 50 plates (2 in colour). List of illustrations. Index. 
An unfinished autobiography by the painter Paul Nash (1889-1946), covering the 
first twenty-five years of the artist’s life up to 1914. The book has been supplemented 
by Paul Nash’s wartime (1917-18) letters to his wife and a concluding section of 
seven articles written from 1936 onwards. In his preface the editor, Dr. Herbert Read, 
the eminent writer and critic, stresses the book’s literary merit and its vivid portrayal 
of artistic and literary circles in London immediately before World War I. The illus- 
trations are mainly taken from the artist’s early period and emphasize the brooding, 
Pre-Raphaelite quality of imagination from which Nash slowly emancipated himself 
as a young man. Photographs of the artist and his wife and a few of his paintings from 
World War I and World War II (an instructive contrast in styles) add to the bio- 
graphical interest of this book which follows the memorial volume recently published 
by Lund Humphries and noted in the March 1949 issue of British Book News. (927.5) 


EDY. Recollections of Edith Craig. Edited by Eleanor Adlard. Biographical 
note by Christopher St. John. Muller, 10s.6d. D8. 156 pages. 15 illustra- 
tions. Index. 

The eighteen contributors to this volume are mostly the actors, playwrights, producers 

and friends who worked with Edith Craig during a life spent mainly in or for the 

theatre. Dame May Whitty wrote, shortly before her death, of the Irving-Terry 
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American tour of 1895-6; Harcourt Williams has written of ‘Ailsa Craig’s’ (Edith 
Craig’s original stage name) first performances at the Lyceum Theatre, London, in 
1895; Dame Sybil Thorndike, of her part in Edith Craig’s production of The Hostage 
by Paul Claudel. E. P. Smith, m.r., subscribes a poem, ‘To Edy, From an Old 
Neighbour’. From Edith Craig’s brother, Edward Gordon Craig, there is a brief 
memory of ‘Edy Playing’ (the piano). V. Sackville-West, Sheila Kaye-Smith, Ernest 
Milton, are among other contributors to this volume compiled in memory of Ellen 
Terry's daughter. Christopher St. John, close friend of Edith Craig for nearly fifty 
years, has written the “Biographical Note’ and a “Close-up’. (927.92) 


MOIRA SHEARER. Portrait of a Dancer. Pigeon Crowle. Faber & Faber, 21s. 
C4. 80 pages. $0 photographs. Index. 

The career of one of the leading dancers of the Sadler’s Wells Ballet and star of the 

film The Red Shoes, is told against a lightly sketched background of ballet history by 

a personal friend. There is an alphabetical list of the chief roles danced by Miss Shearer, 

with dates given of those she has created, and a number of new studio photographs. 

(927.928) 

DE PROFUNDIS. Being the First Complete and Accurate Version of 
‘Epistola: in Carcere et Vinculis’. Oscar Wilde. Preface by Vyvyan 
Holland. Methuen, 10s.6d. D8. 147 pages. 


Towards the end of his two years’ imprisonment Oscar Wilde wrote a long letter to 
Lord Alfred Douglas, the fatal friend who had been responsible for his downfall. He 
was only allowed one sheet of paper at a time and when this was filled it was removed 
and replaced by another. On his release, in May 1897, the Governor of Reading Gaol 
handed him the complete manuscript. Wilde never revised it and five years after his 
death a much mutilated fragment of it was published as De Profundis. The complete 
text is now printed for the first time, with an introduction by Vyvyan Holland. The 
present edition has been made possible by the recent death of Lord Alfred Douglas, 
just as the earlier mutilation of the manuscript was necessitated by the fact that Lord 
Alfred Douglas was still alive. (928.2) 


SKELTON. The Life and Times of an Early Tudor Poet. H. L. R. Edwards. 


Cape, 18s. M8. 325 pages. Notes. Appendices. Index. 
Much has been discovered about the life of John Skelton (1460 ?-1529), Poet Laureate 
of Henry VIII and Rector of Diss, since Alexander Dyce produced his great edition of 
the Poetical Works in 1843. Among those scholars who have specialized in this subject 
Professor Edwards is one of the most assiduous and the present book is the first attempt 
to present Skelton against the background of his age. Professor Edwards is illuminating 
on the political poems, with their attacks on Cardinal Wolsey and the decadence of the 
Church; he has identified Jane Scrope of Philip Sparrow and writes of the poet's rela- 
tions with his patrons the Countess of Richmond and Surrey. The attacks on Wolsey 
were, he argues, written in sanctuary, which explains why the Cardinal could not 
take action against their author; the fact that Skelton was able safely to emerge from 
sanctuary at the end of his life is attributed to a ‘gentleman’s agreement’ with 
Wolsey. All the important poems are discussed and dated and the book is written with 
the general, unspecialized reader in mind. (928.21) 


BYRON, HOBHOUSE AND FOSCOLO. E.R. Vincent. Cambridge University 


Press, 10s.6d. sD8. 135 pages. 3 illustrations. Notes. 
In 1818, Byron, thinking that the Italian subject matter in the Fourth Canto of Childe 
Harold needed a fuller annotation, applied to his friend John Cam Hobhouse to provide 
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it. Hobhouse turned to the Italian poet Ugo Foscolo, who was then living in exile in 
England, for assistance. The hitherto unpublished letters contained in this book are 
record of the quarrel to which this collaboration gave rise. (928.21) 


JAMES JOYCE. A Definitive Biography. Herbert Gorman. Reprint. John 
Lane The Bodley Head, 15s. D8. 354 pages. 9 illustrations. Index. 
Herbert Gorman’s life of James Joyce, the author of Ulysses, was first published in 
1941, the year in which Joyce died. It is still the most complete and authoritative 
account of the man from his early, poverty-stricken days in Dublin—that city which 
remained the abiding inspiration of his life’s work—to the years of his maturity as a 
teacher of languages in Trieste, where he wrote Ulysses, and the world fame of the 
later years. It is an intimate biography, for Mr. Gorman was a friend of Joyce’s, was 
familiar with his background and had access to much personal material. He writes of 
his family and friends and gives a full account of his persecution as the author of the 
most discussed book of the age. Not only was Joyce persecuted for Ulysses, but his 
earlier works, Dubliners and A Portrait of the Artist asa Young Man, both now recognized 
as masterpieces, provoked almost as much antagonism. Mr. Gorman’s book is the 
portrait of an artist who refused to compromise the integrity of his vision. It is an 
indispensable work for all students of James Joyce. (928.23) 


THE LIFE OF SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D. James Boswell. Introduction by 
S. C. Roberts. 2 vols. New edition. Dent, 4s.6d. each. F8. 662 :646 pages. 
Chronological table. Index by Alan Dent. (Everyman’s Library) 

It is fitting that a new edition of Boswell’s Life of Johnson, the inaugural volume of 

Everyman's Library in 1906, should appear at this time, when the recent discoveries of 

a vast material of Boswell’s archives are throwing new light on Boswell and his work. 

Boswell’s devotion to Dr. Johnson (1709-84) fired his creative imagination, which, 

implemented by his characteristic assiduity, led him to write the book of his life—the 

greatest biography in English literature. Boswell’s achievement does not rest on the 
literary reputation of its subject; that was already permanently established. In giving 
an essential vitality to a famous man and his times, it exists in its own right as an 
artistic masterpiece. The production and editing of the book maintain the high stan- 
dard of this famous Library. (928.24) 


CHARLES LAMB AND HIS HERTFORDSHIRE. Reginald L. Hine. Dent, 
18s. D8. 400 pages. 11 illustrations in half-tone. 42 drawings by F. L. 
Griggs, Edmund H. New, C. E. Brock, etc. Endpaper map. Appendix. 
Bibliography. Map. 

So much has been written of the most loved of English essayists, Charles Lamb 

(1775-1834), that there has long seemed little more to add. But Mr. Hine has added a 

good deal. He has discovered unpublished letters and a valuable common place-book 

of Lamb’s, and many interesting facts, and he has used his discoveries with a skill which 
reveals more fully than ever before how deeply rooted Lamb was in his ‘native fields 
of Hertfordshire’, how much his life and work were coloured by the days spent at 

Widford, Mackery End, and above all, Blakesware. The book is written with a charm 

worthy of its subject, and beautifully printed and bound. Reginald Hine, who died 

recently, was the author of Confessions of an Uncommon Attorney and other books, a 

leading member of the Charles Lamb Society, and an authority on the history of 

Hertfordshire. (928.24) 
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JOHN RUSKIN. The Portrait of a Prophet. Peter Quennell. Collins, 15. 
D8. 320 pages. 9 illustrations. Index. 

In this admirably conceived and executed biography, Peter Quennell writes without 
any illusions about Ruskin’s character, tracing his long life from the hothouse 
atmosphere of his parents’ house at Denmark Hill, London, through the years of 

reaching and teaching, to the friendless and insane old age. He dislikes Ruskin’s 
‘self-indulgent femininity’, is irritated by his sense of sin and shows how his parental- 
fixation produced the tragic split in his personality. This dislike is, however, evenly 
distributed over all the characters in the book and affects Mr. Quennell’s view of 
Ruskin’s parents no less than his wife. Ruskin, he says, was obsessed with the problem 
of personal happiness, a problem he ‘could neither solve nor set aside’, and he shows 
how in many respects Ruskin has become a symbol of the Victorian dilemma. The 
book is objective, accurate, most readable and lucid. (928.28) 


MEMOIRS OF AN EGOTIST. Stendhal. Translated from the French, with 
an Introduction, by T. W. Earp. Turnstile Press, 7s.6d. C8. 152 pages. 
Henri Beyle (* Stendhal”) wrote his Memoirs on one of his visits to Rome in June 1832, 
at the age of forty-nine. He wrote twenty pages at a sitting like a letter in an effort to 
achieve perfect sincerity. The main subject is his last visit to Paris, from June 1821 to 
November 1830, with a charming account of a trip to London in 1826. ‘As wel! as 
Beyle, the clairvoyant self-investigator, the sardonic analyst of Parisian salon society 
and the deliberate cultivator of wit,’ writes Mr. Earp in his introduction, ‘there 
emerges Beyle, the despairing lover, the Shakespearean enthusiast, whose romantic 
sentiment ran always parallel with his eighteenth-century logic.’ As well as their 
interest as self-revelation, the Memoirs have an historical value in their portrait of 
Lafayette grown old and the description of the liberal salons frequented by Beyle in 
the final years of the Bourbon Restoration. Although only a fragment, the Memoirs 
hold together as the record of a crucial period of their author’s life as a slightly eccen- 
tric and lonely old bachelor. (928.4) 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF PO CHU-I, 772-846 A.D. Arthur Waley. 
Allen & Unwin, 18s. sR8. 238 pages. Frontispiece. 2 appendices. Notes. 
Map. References. Index. 

Mr. Waley’s book is not only an outstanding historical biography, it is the first full 

biography of a Chinese poet to appear in English. It is also a study of life and politics 

in ninth-century China. Po Chii-i (A.D. 772-846) was a civil servant as well as a famous 
poet of the T’ang Dynasty. Mr. Waley contrives some skilful bridging between this 
unfamiliar medieval world and the reader by apt analogy with present conditions, 
and the technicalities of medieval religious practices are enlivened in the same way. 

For all its scholarship his book sparkles with wit and life. Mr. Waley is already famous 

for his translations of Chinese poetry, particularly the poems of Po Chii-i, and the 

present volume contains translations of a hundred more. (928.951) 


World War II 

THE HISTORY OF THE FIJI MILITARY FORCES, 1939-1945.Compiled 
by R. A. Howlett. Crown Agents for the Colonies, 7s.6d. D8. 267 pages. 
49 illustrations. 4 maps. 


The extent and value of the Fijian contribution to the war in the Pacific was remarkable. 
Several of the Fijian officers reached high rank, and the Victoria Cross was awarded to 
acorporal. This is a full record of a notable effort and achievement. (940.5412961) 
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SINGA. The Lion of Malaya. Being the Memoirs of Gurchan Singh. Edited 
by Hugh Barnes. Quality Press, 15s. D8. 255 pages. 31 photographs. 
This is a story of four years’ resistance against the Japanese in Malaya during the 
Second World War. Gurchan Singh, a Punjabi in the Malayan Police, dropped into 
hiding when the country was invaded; he did this voluntarily and not as a member of 
a ‘stay-behind’ party. Gathering together a few friends who believed in the Allied 
cause and were ready to further it, he organized an underground campaign against the 
Japanese under conditions of great hardship and constant risk. Their main activity was 
the production and circulation of a news-letter telling of the progress of the Allies and 
refuting Japanese lies; added to this they organized sabotage on a wide scale. In 1945 
Gurchan Singh was arrested by the Kempetei, but escaped and made his way through 
Siam to Burma where he joined an Allied formation. The story is well edited and is 
told in the first person. (940.548659) 


Britain 

KING EDWARD AND HIS TIMES. André Maurois. Translated from the 
French by Hamish Miles. Cassell, 6s. F8. 303 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
(Cassell’s Pocket Library) 


M. Maurois uses his fine literary craftsmanship to reconcile biography with history. 
He describes a constitutional and diplomatic revolution in British affairs and appre- 
ciates the quality of the men who brought it about. The book opens with a wonderful 
chapter on the end of Queen Victoria and in the first part the King is the central figure 
while there is an abundance of character portraits. Later the book moves into a narra- 
tive of events and consequences. M. Maurois sketches the condition of the political 
parties and brings out the religious background of English politics. Historically the 
most important part of the book is the light thrown on the development of the 
Entente in an account largely derived from the Delcassé papers. The book has been 
brilliantly translated. It was first published in England in 1933; this is a pocket edition 
reprint. (942.082) 


THE WARDENS OF SAVERNAKE FOREST. The Earl of Cardigan. Routledge 
& Kegan Paul, 21s. D8. 362 pages. 16 plates. 8 sketch maps. 5 genealogical 
tables. Index. 

The Wardenship of Savernake Forest inWiltshire, now something of an hereditary 

sinecure, was once an important public function and the office dates back to the time 

of the Conquest. It has remained ever since in the same family. What Richard Estormit 
held in 1083 is to this day held by his descendants. The present hereditary Warden, 
the twenty-cighth of the line, is the Marquess of Ailesbury, the author’s father. The 

story of the wardenship is of considerable historical interest, spanning a period of 825 

years. (942.31) 


France 
A HISTORY OF FRANCE. André Maurois. Translated from the French by 
Henry L. Binsse. Cape, 25s. D8. 540 pages. 


André Maurois is the author of delightful novels, of memorable biographies of Byron 
and Shelley and of a popular History of England (1937). He here presents his own coun- 
try’s story from its first beginnings to 1948. French opinion has placed Maurois in 
the tradition of Renan, Taine and Tocqueville. This history, probably the best one 
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volume history of France for English readers, is written with a great sense of style and 
with a gift for telling anecdote and the thumbnail portrait. There is, however, hardly 
any statistical information. In addition to the political narrative, characterized by its 
impartiality, it includes brief surveys of culture. (944) 


Spain 

THE CIVILISATION OF SPAIN. J. B. Trend. Reprint. Oxford University 
Press, 5s. F8. 223 pages. 4 maps. Bibliography. Index. (Home University 
Library) 


To anyone seeking a panoramic survey of Spanish history from the earliest times and 
of Spanish contributions to European civilization, no better brief volume could be 
recommended than Professor Trend’s. To a remarkable degree he has solved the 
problems of condensation without distortion, by the selection of significant illustra- 
tions and by concentrating on the threads of underlying causes that have persisted in 
the character of Spaniards and the nature of their country. Professor Trend combines 
sound scholarship and matured judgment with a lucid and attractively readable 
style. Newcomers will have to hand an account of the main lines of historical develop- 
ment, sketches of outstanding personalities, and excellent descriptive bibliographies 
plotting the course of further reading; in all a balanced and informative introduction. 
The author is Professor of Spanish in Cambridge University. (946) 


Hong Kong 

ANNUAL REPORT ON HONG KONG FOR THE YEAR 1948. Colonial 
Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 10s.6d. M8. 159 pages. 18 photographs. 
Map. Tables. Bibliography. 


The turbulent state of China has led to the reorganization of the Colony’s volunteer 
forces under the provision of the Hong Kong Defence Force Ordinance. The impor- 
tant fishing industry has undergone some improvement and further progress under the 
Development and Welfare Scheme is hoped for. This detailed and attractive Report is 
locally printed in Hong Kong and is liberally illustrated. (951.25) 


Arabia 

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE SARACENS. Ameer Ali. Reprint. Macmillan, 
15s. C8. 661 pages. 10 plates. 4 maps. 7 genealogical tables. Bibliographical 
index of authorities consulted. Index. 


The late Right Honourable Syed Ameer Ali was widely acknowledged as an authority 
on many aspects of oriental life, many of whose publications have established them- 
selves as standard. He was President of the Faculty of Law in Calcutta University and 
a Member of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. This is a reprint of the 
1927 edition of this authoritative work which first appeared in 1889. It is a record, 
from the earliest times to the destruction of Baghdad and the expulsion of the Moors 
from Spain, of the copious contribution made by the Saracenic race under the flag of 
Islam to human knowledge in all departments of science and literature; of their system 
of administration, and their economic and cultural development. The book meets the 
needs of students and general readers for a concise account of the rise and decline of the 
Saracenic power. (953) 
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Cyprus 

ANNUAL REPORT ON CYPRUS FOR THE YEAR 1948. Colonial Office. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. D8. 54 pages. 5 photographs. Map. Tables. 
Bibliography. Paper bound. 

The main events of the year have been the continued discussions on Constitutional 


Reform. The problem presents great difficulties and no conclusion has yet been 
reached. (956.4) 


Palestine 


CORDON AND SEARCH. With the 6th Airborne Division in Palestine. 
R. D. Wilson. Gale & Polden, 10s.6d. D8. 289 pages. 26 illustrations. 8 maps 
and plans. 17 appendices. 


The 6th Airborne Division was stationed in Palestine from September 1945, to May 
1948, and a Staff Officer of the Division here tells the story of what went on in the life 
of the British soldier whose unenviable task it was to uphold the law during that law- 
less period. The book opens with an account of the Division’s arrival in Palestine 
where it had been assigned primarily on account of the better air training facilities, 
and not solely for political reasons. It was hoped that the Division would not become 
involved in internal security duties, but these hopes were not fulfilled. After a brief 
survey of the political and military backgrounds, the author tells of the first action at 
Tel Aviv. From here on, the narrative describes the variety of actions in which the 
men of the Division were engaged: raids, patrols, searches, immigration control and 
large-scale attacks. A detailed description is given of Operation “Shark’, which fol- 
lowed the blowing up of the King David Hotel and was the biggest operation of its 
type ever to take place in Palestine. Relative extracts from the political history of the 
period are included in their correct chronology and the book presents a comprehensive 
picture of Palestine during its most troubled years as seen from within. The Division 
suffered 294 casualties in their efforts to ‘keep the peace’. (956.9) 


Africa 


ANNUAL REPORT ON SIERRA LEONE FOR THE YEAR 1948. Colonial 
Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. D8. 62 pages. 8 photographs. Map. 
Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. 

A good deal of attention has been given to administrative matters during the year. The 

Freetown Municipal Ordinance came into effect and, following election, a reconstituted 

Council has taken office. A Committee was appointed to investigate the administration 

of the rural areas of the Colony and their report is still under consideration. (966.4) 


ANNUAL REPORT ON ZANZIBAR PROTECTORATE FOR THE YEAR 
1948. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. D8. 55 pages. 4 
photographs. 2 maps. Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. 

Good progress has been made in development and welfare schemes during the year 


and a Social Survey has been commenced. In addition, local government has been 
extended under the District Administration and Rural Local Governments Decree. 


(967.81) 
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ANNUAL REPORT ON THE NYASALAND PROTECTORATE FOR THE 
YEAR 1948. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. D8. 61 pages. 
6 photographs. Map. Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. 

The year has been one of improving trade and production, but difficulties have been 

caused by heavy rains, which have upset communications. Road improvements, how- 

ever, are planned and an aerial survey of the entire Protectorate, which should result in 

increased economic development, has been considered. (968.97) 


British Honduras 

ANNUAL REPORT ON BRITISH HONDURAS FOR THE YEAR 1948. 
Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. D8. 49 pages. 6 photographs. 
Map. Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. 

During the year a Commission of Inquiry into the work and composition of a Legis- 

lative Council and into local administration has been set up. Domestic happenings have 


to some extent been overshadowed by the frontier dispute with Guatemala which still 
remains unsettled. (972.82) 


West Indies 
THE YEAR BOOK OF THE WEST INDIES AND COUNTRIES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN, 1948-1949. Thomas Skinner, 35s. C4. 914 pages. Photo- 
graphs. 28 maps. Tables. 
The Year Book has now reached its twenty-first year of publication and this issue is 
notable for a considerable extension. In addition to European possessions in the 
Caribbean, and the island republics of the area, it now includes information on the 
Latin American republics on the mainland bordering the Caribbean, viz.: Colombia, 
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama and the Panama 
Canal Zone and Venezuela. The Year Book is already well known as an invaluable 
source of factual information, and the enlargement of its scope should increase its 
usefulness. (972.9) 


ANNUAL REPORT ON THE BAHAMAS FOR THE YEARS 1947 AND 
1948. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. D8. 47 pages. 4 photo- 
graphs. Map. Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. 

The Colony is experiencing financial difficulties, in spite of a surplus revenue since, 

owing to suspension of the arrangements for the convertibility of sterling into dollars, 

there is an adverse dollar balance. Prices have tended to rise to the level of those in the 

United States and an inquiry into conditions affecting Public Establishments has been 

initiated. (972.96) 


ANNUAL REPORT ON DOMINICA, B.W.I., FOR THE YEAR 1948. 
Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. D8. 44 pages. 2 photographs. 
Map. Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. 

A Development Plan for Dominica was forwarded to the Secretary of State in June 

1948. In addition to the provision for social improvements contained therein, the 

Colony requires economic development to make it self-supporting and increases in the 

export of bananas and citrus peel during the year are a step in this direction. (972.97) 
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United States 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. Henry Bamford Parkes. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 15s, 
D8. 365 pages. Index. 


The author is Professor of History in New York University. His book is designed not 
simply as an American history but, wider in scope, as a contribution towards a clearer 
understanding of the factors which dictate American policy and public opinion. A 
discussion of the American mind, its motives and sentiments, occupies some chapters 
of this book, which deserves to be widely read. (973) 


Gilbert and Ellice Islands 

ANNUAL REPORT ON THE GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY 
FOR THE YEAR 1948. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. 
D8. 40 pages. Map. Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. 


On 1 February the Native Government Ordinance came into effect and since that time 
much has been done to reorganize local government. The development of co-opera- 
tive societies has continued and the important copra industry has profited from a high 
level of production and a boom in prices. (996.8) 


St. Helena 

ANNUAL REPORT ON ST. HELENA FOR THE YEAR 1948. Colonial 
Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. D8. 48 pages. 4 photographs. Map. 
Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. 


The Public Works Department has been extended during the year and its activities 
have included the construction of two new schools. Unfortunately the progress of 
educational plans has been hampered by shortage of teachers. (997) 


FICTION 


General 
THE APOSTLE. Sholem Asch. Macdonald, 15s. C8. 752 pages. 


A novel based on the life of St. Paul ranging from the vision on the road to Damascus, 
which converted Saul the Jew to Christian faith, to the burning of the Christians in 
Nero’s Rome. The main interest of the book derives from the fact that its author is 
himself steeped in the Rabbinical and Jewish background in which St. Paul was reared. 
There are brilliantly conceived historical reconstructions of the ancient Mediterranean 
world and a horrifying picture of the slums in which primitive Christianity took root. 


A FEARFUL JOY. Joyce Cary. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 1C8. 384 pages. 


The novels of Joyce Cary fall within the English picaresque tradition of Defoe, 
Fielding and Smollett with their verve, their humanity and their predilection for 
rogues, thieves and scoundrels, both male and female. A Fearful Joy is the life story of 
Tabitha Baskett and her lovers and husbands told at breathless speed and with 
enormous gusto. It is also a brilliant picture of the English social scene over the last 
seventy years. Tabitha’s ‘fearful joy’ is Bonser, a handsome, swaggering scoundrel who 
seduces her, deserts her twice and finally marries her after he has become a profiteer in 
the 1914 war. When Bonser dies of drink and persecution mania in her arms, after an 
intermediate period during which he has established himself as a ‘Colonel’ of the 
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most reactionary type, Tabitha runs a road-house and Mr. Cary gives a masterly 
picture of her old age. Equally fine is the account of the shadier side of literary life in 
the 1890s, when, as the mistress of a rich man, Tabitha founds a review for the 
decadents. 


GUARD OF HONOUR. James Gould Cozzens. Longmans, Green, 12s.6d. C8. 
631 pages. 

Mr. Cozzens’s novel, which belongs to the solid, factual tradition of American fiction, 
is an account of three days at an air base in Florida in September 1943. His picture 
of American army life turns mainly on the conflict between the professional soldier 
and the civilian in uniform and is a remarkable achievement for all its verbosity and 
looseness of construction. The superabundance of detail and the multiplicity of charac- 
ters are sometimes confusing, but the book is conceived on a grand scale. Its weakness 
is that it leaves nothing to the imagination. It nevertheless reveals a deep understanding 
of the individuals dealt with. Trouble arises from the segregation of the Negro officers 
and the strain of authority proves almost too much for the young and gallant General 
Beal. 


BOY WITH A TRUMPET. Rhys Davies. Heinemann, gs.6d. C8. 265 pages. 
The vitality and skill of Mr. Rhys Davies’s handling of the short story is well displayed 
in his latest collection. He is at his best writing of his native Wales, in such a story as 
‘The Dilemma of Catherine Fuchsias’. The story which gives its title to the volume, 
an account of a curious tortured being in a sordid lodging-house, is not nearly so 
successful and is outside his natural province. At its best his writing is full of a robust 
comedy, a poetic impressionism, such as breaks out in the wild humour of ‘Canute’, 
which recounts the aftermath of a football match between England and Wales. 


BEEZER'S END. Margaret Hassett. Longmans, Green, 9s.6d. C8. 282 pages. 
In this comedy of a Scottish girls’ school the author returns to the scene of her earlier 
novel, Educating Elizabeth. Here, the grim Glasgow schoolmistress Flora Dinwiddie, 
known as “the Beezer’, meets her match in a new headmistress of appalling gusto, who 


conducts ‘hot’ scripture lessons and makes her wishes known by ludicrous memoranda 
signed *B.T.M.’ 


THE CIVIL STRANGERS. Cledwyn Hughes. Phoenix House, 8s.6d. sC8. 
192 pages. 

Cledwyn Hughes’s novel is set in a small town and a village in Wales and deals with 
the effect upon the lives of three schoolchildren—a girl and two boys—of a cruel and 
perverted secondary schoolmaster. Idris, Arfon and Myfanwy are only indirectly 
connected with Mr. Snoos, but the author gives a vivid impression of their difficult 
adolescence under his shadow. He writes with economy and subtlety and the novel is 
intense and concentrated. 


NOT IN OUR STARS. Edward Hyams. Longmans, Green, 9s.6d. C8. 
287 pages. 

A young scientist engaged in research work on a fruit farm in Kent discovers a horrify- 

ing new disease. A state official interested in bacteriological warfare offers him security 

to continue his researches providing he does so in secrecy. Appleton is a naive young 

man only interested in his research for its own sake and unaware of its possible results 

when applied to warfare. It is his friend, the owner of a neighbouring farm, whose 
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nights are made hideous by terrible dreams of his own wartime experiences, who, 
realizing the full implications of Appleton’s work, plans to give the secret away to the 
owner of a Left-Wing paper. The book is briskly and vividly written and most read- 
able, dealing as it does with one of the main problems that confront research workers 
in our time. 


THE WHITE SOUTH. Hammond Innes. Collins, 9s.6d. 1C8. 319 pages. 


Even before Duncan Craig, an ex-naval officer, joined Colonel Bland’s whaling 
expedition, he was aware of trouble brewing, arising from the appointment of the 
Colonel’s son as second-in-command. Suspicion and treachery play their part in the 
disaster that maroons over four hundred men in the frozen wastes of the Antarctic 
with but little hope of rescue. It is a rousing story of adventure, courage, and endurance 
and draws a compelling picture of what it means to be a whaler. 


WHITE EARS, THE OUTLAW. The Story of a Dingo. Henry G. Lamond. 
Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 9s.6d. sC8. 150 pages. 


Set in western Queensland, this story narrates a dramatic campaign to capture a killer 
dingo, and is told by a writer with an accurate knowledge of animal life and nature, 
Mr. Lamond is the author of Amathea, the story of a horse, and An Aviary on the Plains, 


POINT OF NO RETURN. John P. Marquand. Robert Hale, 10s.6d. 1C8. 496 
pages. 

Mr. Marquand’s latest novel, with its picture of American middle-class life, is un- 
necessarily long, but it is serious and gently satirical. His central character, Charles 
Gray, works in a New York bank. He is anxious about his promotion and vaguely 
nostalgic about his receding youth. In a long flash-back to his early life at Clyde, 
Massachusetts, it appears that he was prevented from marrying the girl he was in love 
with because she belonged to a slightly higher social stratum. His wife is pleasant but 
dull, he is bullied by his children and a prey to the taboos of the local country club, 
but now resigned to the futility of a life deprived of adventure. 


THE DESERT OF LOVE and THE ENEMY. Francois Mauriac. Translated 
from the French by Gerard Hopkins. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 10s.6d. 1C8. 
279 pages. 

Both novels in this volume, Le Desert de |’ Amour and Le Mal, have a common theme: 

an adolescent sexually involved with a woman older than himself. In The Desert of 

Love the boy’s father suffers from a hopeless and undeclared passion for the woman 

who refuses his son’s crude advances, though she is romantically in love with him; in 

The Enemy there are indications that Fabien’s mother had unconscious sexual feelings 

for Fanny, her girlhood friend, who seduces her son. The first story, therefore, turns 

on a son’s relationship with his father, a popular doctor who is one of M. Mauriac’s 
finest creations, the second, with his mother, a fervent Jansenist. Of the two ado- 
lescents, Raymond of The Desert is precociously sensual and untroubled by conscience, 

whereas Fabien is reared in a strained atmosphere of piety from which he is under a 

compulsion to free himself. Each book is set partly in Paris and partly in Bordeaux 

and the arid region of sand and pine forest adjoining it. The first book deals mainly 
with psychological conflict, the second with conflict on a spiritual plane. This is the 
fourth volume of Gerard Hopkins’s fine translations from M. Mauriac. 


214 





Le a Sh 





er J 


ee ee ae | 


a 


) 





POOR MAN’S ORANGE. Ruth Park. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 
12s.6d. D8. 276 pages. 


In this sequel to the successful Harp in the South, Ruth Park once again presents a story 
of slum life in a Sydney suburb. In a crowded canvas, the Darcy family of the earlier 
book continue to hold the centre of interest and, as before, a dingy setting is offset by 
colourful characterization. 


THE DEATH OF A GoD and Other Stories. Osbert Sitwell. Macmillan, 
8s.6d. C8. 247 pages. 

The nineteen stories in the present collection include the contents of Open the Door! 
(1940), ‘A Place of One’s Own’ (issued separately as a book in 1941), several other 
stories not hitherto included in any collection, and a new story ‘Staggered Holidays’, 
which is a masterly essay in the domestic-macabre and relates the effect of the first 
days of the Blitz on London on the elderly invalid ladies who frequent the Flower 
Walk in Kensington Gardens. The others are delightful examples of Sir Osbert Sitwell’s 
method, half romantic, half reminiscent, and sometimes, as in ‘A Place of One’s Own’, 
treating of ghosts and the supernatural. 


THE PATHWAY OF THE SUN. E. V. Timms. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, 
Australia), 128.6d. D8. 295 pages. 


In Forever to Remain, a romance seriously intended to show the way of life in an 
historical day, Mr. Timms told a story of emigrants leaving England for the new 
settlement at Swan River (Western Australia). In this sequel the fortunes of the 
characters in their struggle for survival in a stubborn land are further recounted. “The 
tragedy of rape and murder and privation is offset by the gaiety and charm with which 
the author handles domestic comedy.” 


MEN OF STONES. Rex Warner. John Lane The Bodley Head, 9s. C8. 223 
pages. 

The theme of Rex Warner’s latest novel, as of his earlier ones, is the conflict between 
freedom and authority. The scene is laid for the most part in a Mediterranean island 
castle, transformed into a prison, of which the Governor is absolute dictator. Mr. 
Goat, a member of the British Cultural Mission, visits the castle in order to organize a 
performance of King Lear among the prisoners. His Liberal beliefs are outraged by the 
prison régime, but he falls in love with the Governor’s wife, an ex-Partisan girl. The 
Governor’s brother, Marcus, a kind of saint, who has spent years in the concentration 
camps of a defeated Power, has just been released and decides to investigate the miracle 
of a weeping Madonna in his own country, only to find his brother engaged in a 
triumphant massacre in the village of the alleged miracle. At the return of all the 
characters to the castle, the story moves to a swift climax with the performance of 
King Lear in which more deaths occur than are accounted for in the play. Such is the 
framework of the allegory which seeks to mirror the melodramatic violence of con- 
temporary European life. A certain mechanical element is perceptible in its working 
out, but the book is powerfully and economically written. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 

A DRUG ON THE MARKET. David Dodge. Michael Joseph, 8s.6d. C8. 
235 pages. 

A call from a man who wishes to cover up the source of his large income leads income- 

tax expert James Whitney into a series of adventures that endanger his life and all but 
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alienate him from his wife. Readers have come to expect a good story from this author 
and his new novel, with its crisp dialogue, quick pace and continuous excitement, will 
not disappoint them. 


DUET OF DEATH. Hilda Lawrence. Chapman & Hall, 9s.6d. C8. 244 pages. 
Two stories comprise this volume. ‘Composition for Four Hands’ is concerned with a 
helpless invalid who knows that someone will try to murder her; “The House’ with a 
girl who is made uneasy by her father’s incomprehensible suicide, the answer to which 
lies somewhere in the house. Atmosphere and tension are built up with a skill that 


will keep the reader thoroughly absorbed. 


THE ALABASTER HAND and Other Ghost Stories. A. N. L. Munby. Dennis 
Dobson, 8s.6d. C8. 192 pages. 

An interesting collection of stories of the supernatural that follows in the steps of that 

well-known master, M. R. James. They are in quiet vein, written with a matter-of- 

factness that enhances the effect of the uncanny happenings which they relate. 


THE GOLDEN DART. Selwyn Jepson. Macdonald, 8s.6d. C8. 303 pages. 
Readers of Mr. Jepson’s Man Running will welcome the reappearance in this story of 
that resourceful young woman, Eve Gill, who, in the fear that her father may be 
involved, sets herself to solve the mystery of a supposed suicide. She matches wits with 
a formidable antagonist in her endeavours to arrive at the truth, and the hazards of her 
venture will engage the reader’s attention to the last page. 


THE MOONLIGHT TRAVELLER. Edited, with an Introduction, by Philip 

Van Doren Stern. John Lane The Bodley Head, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 477 pages. 
A collection of tales of fantasy that makes a companion volume to The Midnight 
Reader — in British Book News, March 1949). ‘Whereas’, says the editor, ‘thou- 
sands of realistic stories have been quickly forgotten, imaginative tales have shown an 
amazing ability to survive’. He points out that ‘first-rate tales of fantasy are more than 
merely clever. Some of them are of high order of literature, and it is interesting to note 
that almost every great writer has, at some time or other in his career, tried his hand 
at them’. The present selection contains stories by a number of well-known authors, 
including E. M. Forster, Max Beerbohm, H. G. Wells, Robert Louis Stevenson, 
Somerset Maugham, Walter de la Mare, Edgar Allan Poe, among others. Here the 
reader will be able to renew acquaintance with old favourites and beguile himself 
with the excellences of those unknown to him. 


Reprints 
General 
THE HEATHER EDITION OF THE BRONTE#S. Arranged and introduced 
by Phyllis Bentley. 6 vols. Allan Wingate, 63s. C8. 3,164 pages in all. 

Well printed, well bound and unusually comprehensive, this may be the best edition 
for the general reader which has yet appeared. It includes the seven novels—all first 
published between 1847 and 1857: Wuthering Heights, by Emily Bronté; Jane Eyre, 
Shirley, Villette and The Professor, by Charlotte Bronté; Agnes Grey and The Tenant 
of Wildfell Hall, by Anne Bronté; and also Emma, a fragment of a story by Charlotte, 
with a foreword by W. M. Thackeray, and three of her ‘ Angria’ stories—Albion and 
Marina, Mina Laury and Farewell to Angria (their first appearance in a popular edition); 
selected poems of all three sisters; the Memoirs by Charlotte of Emily and Anne; and 
a 33-page essay on “The Lives and Writings of the Brontés’ by Phyllis Bentley, who is 
herself a Yorkshire novelist of distinction. 
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THE HEIR. A Love Story. V. Sackville-West. New edition. Richards Press, 
6s. C8. 123 pages. 

Victoria Sackville-West’s beautifully written short novel is the story of the inheritance 
of an old English manor house by a prosaic little business man and the effect upon him 
of its accumulated weight of tradition. It is a masterly piece of narrative concluding 
with the sale by auction of the house and its surrounding lands. The Heir was first 
published in 1922 and has all the qualities that went to the making of the author's 
other novels, The Edwardians and All Passion Spent. It is here reissued with a new 
introduction by the author. 


THE LAST CHRONICLE OF BARSET. Anthony Trollope. New edition. 
Zodiac Press: Chatto & Windus, 12s.6d. D8. 790 pages. 


This, the last and longest and possibly the greatest of Trollope’s six novels of Barset- 
shire, was first published in 1867. Among many other matters it relates how the Rev. 
Josiah Crawley was accused of stealing a cheque, how Major Grantly married Grace 
Crawley, and Johnny Eames failed to win Lily Dale’s hand, and finally how the 
redoubtable Mrs. Proudie was defeated and died. The novel displays to the full 
Trollope’s genius for weaving a fascinating story from commonplace material and 
creating characters who are absolutely convincing. This Zodiac edition may well be 
the most attractive and readable reprint which has ever appeared. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 
THE VELVET WELL. John Gearon. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 188 pages. 


A continuously exciting story about a man who is responsible for the safe conduct of 
certain important documents. He has to play a lone hand and outwit, as best he can, 
the enemies who lie in wait for him. There is action and suspense enough here to 
satisfy the most exacting addict. The book was first published in America in 1946 and 
in Britain in 1947. 


THE KISS OF DEATH. Eleazar Lipsky. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 174 pages. 


A penetrating study of a criminal who turns informer when betrayed by his associates 
and accepts the moral and physical consequences. The strength of the book (first 
published in 1947) lies in its directness and its understanding revelation of the mind and 
heart of a man with whom the reader cannot help feeling in sympathy. The author, 
a practising member of the New York Bar, was assistant district attorney in the 
Homicide Bureau of New York County. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
THE 13TH ADVENTURE. M. E. Atkinson. John Lane The Bodley Head, 
8s.6d. L.Post 8. 244 pages. Illustrations by Charlotte Hough. 

Miss Atkinson’s many readers will remember the three Lockett children and their 
past history of exciting escapades. Here, Oliver has diphtheria but Bill and Jane carry 
on in the best Lockett tradition. Caspar, a townee and a rather odd boy, is their com- 
panion in Aunt Lavinia’s cottage on the Dorset coast and, though he secretly envies 
their flair for adventure, he is not popular with the Locketts who plan to play an 
ingenious trick on him. Plot and counterplot succeed each other and the thrills include 
a burglary and a desperate adventure on a drifting raft, with everybody ending up the 
best of friends. For children from ten to fourteen years. 
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ACROSS CANADA. Clare Bice. Macmillan (Toronto, Canada), $2.50. F4. 

120 pages. Illustrations in colour and black and white. 
Clare Bice, who is known as a painter and as the author of Jory’s Cove, his first book 
for younger children, this time combines his talents for painting and writing in a youth- 
ful Canadian panorama, which embraces a little boy in a Nova Scotian fishing village, 
a little girl whose father works on the railway where it enters the Rocky Mountains, 
and life on a prairie farm and in French-Canadian maple-syrup woods. Through 
these simple stories of real Canadian boys and girls, Mr. Bice has brought out the 
sweep of this vast land, its changing landscape from coast to coast and the variety of 
its people and their occupations. There are full-page illustrations in water-colour that 
depict the Canadian scene and interesting sketches in black and white. For boys and 
girls from eight to ten years. 


THE CAT WHO WENT TO HEAVEN. Elizabeth Coatsworth. Dent, 7s.6d. 

sC4. 60 pages. Illustrations by Kiddell-Monroe. 
This poetic fantasy is based on a series of Chinese legends, and concerns a poor Chinese 
artist, who is commissioned to paint a picture of the death of Buddha, and his beloved 
cat Good Fortune. The cat, in Chinese tradition, can never enter heaven, but here is a 
very exceptional cat and a very exceptional artist who is prepared to flout convention 
—and the miracle occurs. The book was published in America in 1930, and now makes 
its first appearance in Britain. It is suitable for imaginative children from nine to twelve 
years old. 


NORTH SEA ADVENTURE. Peter Dawlish. Oxford University Press, 6s. 
C8. 214 pages. Illustrations by P. A. Jobson. 

Two lads are trained for a fisherman’s life at sea, and make their first trip on a North 
Sea trawler. One of them has a private problem to solve concerning the stigma 
attached to his father’s death during the war. This mystery is eventually cleared up by 
the two boys and their Skipper, with the aid of the trawler fleet, and Mr. Dawlish’s 
narrative is so swiftly moving and his descriptions of trawling life so astringently 
realistic and informative that there is never a dull moment in his tale for boys of 
eleven years old and upwards. 


SUSANNAH OF THE MOUNTIES. A Canadian Story of the Nineties. Muriel 
Denison. Foreword by Lady Tweedsmuir. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 
236 pages. Illustrations by Marguerite Bryant. Paper bound. (Puffin Story 
Books) 

This story of a girl of nine who, in the 1890s, lives for a year in the barracks of the 

Canadian North-West Mounted Police on the edge of the prairie near Regina is based 

on the author’s own experiences. Susannah is full of admiration for the fine body of 

men with their splendid uniforms, and in her zeal to be a real “Mountie’, too, she is 
often a great trial to her elders. After many escapades among the redcoats and the 
neighbouring Indians she proves her worth, however. A lively tale for youngsters 
from ten to thirteen years old who enjoy a period novel with a strong romantic 
flavour. It was first published in 1938. 


JOCK OF THE BUSHVELD. Sir Percy Fitzpatrick. Concise edition. 
Longmans, Green, 5s. sC8. 192 pages. Drawings by E. Caldwell. Glossary. 
(Clifford Library) 

Perhaps the greatest classic among all dog stories, this favourite tale, for many years 

out of print, here makes a welcome reappearance in a concise edition from which 
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some of the original illustrations and text have been omitted. Although it is more than 
a mere canine biography—since it gives a vivid picture of pioneering days in South 
Africa during the nineteenth century, and of big-game shooting and prospecting at 
that time—it is chiefly as a story of one particular dog that it has always been known. 
Many years though it is since this book was written, its English is so simple and straight- 
forward as to date but little, and the style is especially suited to its subject. Not only 
dog-lovers, but all children from twelve to fourteen years (and, for that matter, their 
elders) who like a fine adventure story will read this book with pleasure, not once but 
many times. 


MAKE-BELIEVE. Elizabeth Goudge. Duckworth, 8s.6d. C8. 232 pages. 
Coloured frontispiece. 8 black-and-white illustrations, and endpapers by 
C. Walter Hodges. 

These eight stories about the penniless, fascinating and unpredictable du Frocq family 
have been collected from Miss Goudge’s earlier volumes of short stories now out of 
print. The du Frocgs consist of a distinguished mother, a delicate, charming father— 
who is a poet and also a farmer—and five talented and recklessly high-spirited young 
people, living in Guernsey in the 1890s. In spite of the title, their adventures are not 
entirely improbable, and they are related with such immense verve and grasp of 
character as to be entirely satisfying and convincing. The background of life in Guern- 
sey is faithfully portrayed, and children from eleven to fourteen years who like some- 
thing out of the usual will be delighted with this book. 


THE GREAT HOUSE. Cynthia Harnett. Methuen, 8s.6d. D8. 178 pages. 
Illustrations by the author. 

The period of this excellent book is 1690, the setting a village on the Thames, where 
Geoffrey and Barbara come to stay because their father has been commissioned to 
build a large new house for a landowning family on the site of their original mansion. 
But the old house is very beautiful, and Geoffrey, who has the makings of an architect, 
conceives the idea of re-siting the new building. The characters young or old are all 
real people with very human fears, foibles, or ambitions, and into a quict narrative of 
everyday happenings at the inn, the big house, and in the village—which is not without 
its exciting moments, however—the author has woven a fascinating and detailed 
picture of the life of the times. The illustrations of architectural features, of furniture 
and objects in common use are particularly valuable. For children from ten to fifteen 
years. 


BLUE RIDGE BILLY. Lois Lenski. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. F4. 

219 pages. Illustrations by the author. Map. Glossary. 
This is the first appearance in Britain of a book published in America in 1946. It has 
been carefully planned to give, in narrative form, a typical picture of farm life in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains in North Carolina before the coming of the motor car. The 
author visited the locality to gather material for the book. She presents a realistic 
portrait of a mountain boy, and gives a shrewd yet vivacious account of the humble 
people amongst whom he lives; their simple activities—hunting, farming, wood- 
cutting, herb-gathering, basket-making—are accurately described. But there is 
dramatic tension, too, in the mystery of the illicit whisky still, the boy’s intense desire 
to possess a musical instrument, and his misunderstanding with his father. The local 
dialect may present difficulties, but a glossary is provided and the young reader (eight 
to eleven years) should be encouraged to tackle this most graphic and instructive 
account of life in an unfamiliar region. 
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THE MERMAID AND THE SIMPLETON. Barbara Leonie Picard. Oxford 
University Press, 7s.6d. \C8. 253 pages. Illustrations by Philip Gough. 
In these fifteen fairy stories for children from eight to eleven years the author has 
brilliantly caught the flavour of the traditional fairy-tale based on folk-lore. Her prose 
is a delight—simple yet sinewy, and suffused with colour and poetry. Some of the 
stories are gay, some are sad, some an endearing mixture of both, and all evince out- 
standing vitality and individuality. The illustrations, in a formal and decorative style, 

are as intelligent and as engaging as the book itself. 


GREEN TREASURE. M. J. Ross. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 7s.6d. C8. 181 pages. 
6 illustrations by Anne Merriman Peck. 


This book was one of the winners of the 1949 Junior Book Awards of the Boys’ Club 
of America. It concerns the fortunes of Burr McClure, an intelligent lad of fifteen 
with ideas about making use of little-known fruit and vegetables. He is lucky enough 
to fall in with members of a fruit company interested in research and in promoting new 
tropical fruits in America, and joins a plant-exploring expedition which takes him (and 
his lively pet monkey) to Ceylon, the Dutch East Indies and as far as North Africa. A 
well-written, realistic story containing much unusual and authentic information, 
which should appeal to children from thirteen onwards. 


SAIL AWAY SHREW. Eileen A. Soper. Macmillan, 6s. sC4. 33 pages. Illustra- 
tions in colour and black and white by the author. 


A tale of a shrew who makes his way down river to the sea, where he explores the 
shore and then embarks in a yacht; the ship is wrecked and he returns home again, but 
he will never forget the magic of the sea and the moonlight on the water. This graceful 
story for children from four to six years old is enriched with superb illustrations by 
the author. 


BALLET SHOES. A Story of Three Children on the Stage. Noel Streatfeild. 
Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 235 pages. Illustrations by Ruth Gervis. Paper 
bound. (Puffin Story Books) 


Noel Streatfeild is well known both as a novelist and as a writer for children. This 
realistic and lively story of three young girls who, over a period of years, are trained 
for the stage, is deservedly one of her most popular books for young readers (it was 
first published in 1936). Pauline, Petrova and Posy have to earn money to help the 
Gumnily. Their life, though full of gaiety, is not always an easy one and they have to 
work very hard indeed before they attain success. The different personalities of these 
three very human little girls, one of whom has genius, are sharply defined, and this 
convincing story with its authentic background should absorb any girl from ten years 


upwards. 


WHALERS OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN. A Story of Modern Whaling in the 
Antarctic. Alan Villiers. Reprint. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 
12s.6d. L.Post 8. 248 pages. Woodcuts by Charles Pont. 


This book, first published in 1934, is a rousing adventure story with plenty of action 
and local colour that should appeal to most boys between nine and fourteen. It pro- 
vides a good deal of information relative to the adventures of Antarctic whaling. 
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Non-Fiction 

CODES AND CIPHERS. Alexander d’Agapeyeff. Revised edition. Oxford 
University Press, 6s. C8. 149 pages. Illustrations in text. Bibliography. 
Index. (Compass Books) 


Written in clear and simple language, much of this book (first published in 1939) 
should be within the grasp of bright youngsters of twelve years, but it can be recom- 
mended to anyone requiring an elementary outline of the history, theory and practice 
of cryptography. It discusses signals, signs and secret language, commercial codes, 
comments briefly on some simple military codes and ciphers, and explains the main 
types of codes and ciphers, such as transposition and substitution ciphers and dictionary 
code systems. An interesting feature of this new edition is the inclusion of a note on 
the ‘Syko’ device, used during the 1939-45 war. A final chapter discusses some 
methods of deciphering and gives a modified Vigénére Table. 


THE STARRY FLOOR. Eleanor Farjeon. Michael Joseph, 5s. D8. 63 pages. 
Illustrations by Isobel and John Morton Sale. 


Each of these twenty-four short poems has for its theme one of the constellations or 
some aspect of the heavens. Some of the poems are fanciful, some based on mythology; 
their vivid imagery and crystalline clarity of language will appeal to all young people 
from ten years upwards who can appreciate true poetry. The delicate drawings are as 
original and as evocative as the verse. 


jacos’s LADDER. A Bible Picture Book from Anglo-Saxon and 12th- 
Century English MSS. Nicolete Gray. Faber & Faber, 21s. R8. 118 pages. 
48 plates. Coloured frontispiece. List of plates. 

See page 156. 


COLOURS AND HOW WE SEE THEM. H. Hartridge. Bell, 15s. 1C8. 
169 pages. Frontispiece. 12 colour plates. 39 figures. Index. 
Professor Hartridge has based this book on his Royal Institution Christmas Lectures, 
1946-7, intended to interest young people. This lucid work of popular science will be 
useful to anyone over the age of fourteen who requires a general introduction to the 
subject. The author deals first with the properties of the spectrum, including the electro- 
magnetic spectrum; Section II describes how the colours seen by the eye are produced; 
Section III deals with colours and their uses in nature, art, industry, and science; 
Section IV describes the structure of the eye, and how colours are seen; Section V tells 
of some illusions of colour, and a final section of some colours with strange properties. 


FRANKLIN OF THE ARCTIC.R.S. Lambert. McClelland & Stewart (Toronto, 
Canada), $3. sM8. 338 pages. Maps. 
This life of John Franklin for boys and girls from twelve years onwards has an interest 
and importance considerably beyond the average range of a children’s book. Franklin, 
as an explorer of Canada’s northern coastline, is part of Canadian history as well as 
English. The author, known in England as the founder and first editor of the B.B.C. 
weekly journal, The Listener, is now Supervisor of Educational Broadcasts for the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and in 1947 proved his ability to capture the 
fancy of boys and girls with The Adventure of Canadian Painting. Franklin's life of 


exploration and discovery is told here in a way to stir the young reader’s imagination, 
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to feed his curiosity and to make him unconsciously aware of the knowledge, the 
striving and the integrity that must be part of an achievement such as Franklin's. The 
style is clear and crisp and the text full of the details that children love—the daily 
routine of naval life in the early nineteenth century, a behind-the-scenes glimpse of the 
Battle of Trafalgar and finally the prelude of training and preparation for Franklin's 
journey as well as its great but harrowing ending. 


Miscellany 
ADVENTURE AND DISCOVERY FOR BOYS AND GIRLS, 4. Jonathan 
Cape, 12s.6d. sR8. 286 pages. Illustrations. 


Twenty-six excellent contributions by various authors make the fourth annual issue 
of Adventure and Discovery as lively and as instructive as its predecessors. Four well 
known authors provide short stories with interesting settings—H.E. Bates (the Royal 
Air Force), John Chaloner (a holiday in Switzerland), Ian Serraillier (a strange tale 
of smugglers) and Geoffrey Trease (the cave paintings of Varaine, France). Useful 
information is given on such subjects as radiolocation, photography, jet engines, cattle 
breeding in Britain, the Flying Doctor Service of Australia, the story of cocoa from 
the growing in the Gold Coast to the finishing process in Britain. The origin of 
musical instruments, the duties of a Public Relations Officer, and the art treasures of 
the Vatican are described, and there is an account of a young native’s seven months’ 
voyage in an open canoe between Ocean Island and the Admiralty Islands. For children 
from twelve upwards. 








